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Dissertation Proposal
Title: In Today’s Modern Society How Credible are ‘Invented Religions’?
About 
Over the course of the last thirty to fifty years the appeal of ‘invented religions’ has increased, gaining much wider audiences. These ‘invented religions’ have emerged from a variety of different sources, including films, books, the environment and discourse against traditional religion. There is a question mark around how credible these religions are and whether or not they should be taken seriously. Examples include, Discordianism, Jediism, Matrixism and The Church of the Flying Spaghetti Monster which are often viewed as satirical. Some people argue that all religions were invented at some point, therefore why should these ‘invented religions’ be any less valid? 
Aim
In my dissertation I will address the credibility of ‘invented religions’ and come to the conclusion as to whether they should be taken seriously by scholars or whether they are just a parody of religion that should be categorised as such. I will debate a variety of viewpoints and provide information to contribute to the ongoing debate ‘In Today’s Modern Society How Credible are ‘Invented Religions’?’. To do this, I will describe what an ‘invented religion’ is and how it differs and compares to a ‘real religion’ by looking at different definitions and characteristics. I will analyse specific ‘invented religions’ and evaluate.
Methodology 
My research for my dissertation will rely heavily on text-based research. I will make use of the books and peer reviewed journals from the university library. Carole M. Cusack’s work will be of great use to me for this topic, specifically her book, Invented Religions: Imagination, Fiction and Faith (2010).  I will also look at articles and podcasts from websites such as the Religious Studies Project. 
My dissertation will also include an online survey, that will ask members of the public and wider society whether or not they are aware of ‘invented religions’ and if they believe them to be ‘real religions’ that are credible. The survey will include questions concerning the participants religious affiliation; their knowledge of invented religions; and their view on invented religions. It will be interesting to see the correlation between the view of those who identify as religious and those of no religion. I will use social media to distribute this survey. I believe this method will contribute significantly to the research of my dissertation by providing statistics and information that will indicate the views of wider society on ‘invented religions’.  
Provisional Chapter Headings 
The dissertation will start with an introduction introducing the topic. It will look at the question, ‘What is an Invented Religion?’ and the definition of a ‘world religion’, comparing the characteristics of both. The following three chapters will look at specific ‘invented religions’: Jediism, Matrixism and the Church of the Flying Spaghetti Monster. These chapters will examine each by answering the following: what is it?; where did it come from?; what are the beliefs and practices?; who follows it?; how many people follow it?; and what are the reasons for following it?. As well as analysing the similarities and compatibilities it has with the major world religions (Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism and Sikhism) in order to evaluate whether it constitutes as a ‘real religion’ or a parody. The dissertation will end with a conclusion summarising the findings. 
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