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Two book reviews 
[bookmark: _Hlk72966004]The Metamorphosis (1915) by Franz Kafka and White Teeth by Zadie Smith (2001)
Kafka's The Metamorphosis is a short story, whereas Smith's White Teeth is a novel. Although these two books differ from each other immensely, there are similarities between them. Both books describe people confronted with significant changes in the culture of their time. The narratives are dissimilar and take place in different centuries, yet in both cases, people are faced with feelings of cultural alienation in a rapidly changing world. Space and place in The Metamorphosis are expressed by reducing the speaker's Space to his room and body, almost becoming invisible as an insect. In comparison, White Teeth is different in that it takes place in the streets of north London in the broader social context. However, both books are exploring interrelated themes of cultural alienation.  

Book review
[bookmark: _Hlk70290620]The Metamorphosis (1915)
Author: Franz Kafka 
Translator: David Wyllie 
Publisher: Legend Classics Paperback
Published: -01-06- 2017
Among the most famous modernists, such as Marcel Proust, James Joyce, Albert Camus, we also find Franz Kafka. His often absurd, psychological novels and short stories leave a lasting effect. I will review the short story Metamorphosis, probably his most famous work, and I hope to raise interest in his thought-provoking storytelling for those not familiar with his work. The 'Kafkaesque' combines absurd elements, colourful, surreal metaphors and bleak language phrasing.
The short story is told using a mixture of third-person perspective and omniscient narration. The reader learns the story from the protagonist, Gregor Samsa's perspective, but at the same time gets access to the thoughts of Gregor's family about him.
I cannot make you understand. I cannot make anyone understand what is happening inside me. I cannot even explain it to myself. (Chapter 1)
As a travelling salesman, Gregor supports his parents and little sister. One day, he does not go to work, and his parents knock on his door and ask how he is? Gregor wakes up from anxious dreams and notices that he has undergone a colossal transformation; he is no longer a human but an insect. Gregor is not aware that animal sounds are coming from his mouth. When his mother sees him, she flees to the kitchen. Simultaneously, the father violently chases Gregor back into his room. 
Gregor becomes somewhat accustomed to his new self as an insect. He is entrapped in the body of a repulsive insect, but inside, he is the same person he has always been. He tries to ignore the unpleasant changes and continues his trivial life, hoping that he will transform back into a man.
The story is also about the transformation within the Samsa family. Gregor was previously used excessively as their 'workhorse'; the situation is now reversed. The family is forced to start working and support both themselves and Gregor.  
The criticism of society is obvious; the alienation and exclusion reflect some politically sensitive points. Gregor could represent a homeless person or a refugee. Gregor's transformation could be likened to that of a criminal convicted of a felony: the shame of the formerly so loving family members and the expulsion from them. Gregor's family could be seen as a metaphor for society.
Gregor's serious wound, from which he suffered for over a month - the apple remained imbedded in his flesh as a visible souvenir since no one dared to remove it - seemed to have reminded even his father that Gregor was a member of the family, in spite of his present pathetic and repulsive shape, who could not be treated as an enemy; that, on the contrary, it was the commandment of the family duty to swallow their disgust and endure him, endure him and nothing more. (Chapter 3)
This, yet again, shows the family's difficulty in adjusting to Gregor's needs. More than everything, it illustrates the cruelty which the father inflicts on his son that eventually leads to Gregor's death.
In a typical Kafkaesque manner, on the surface, the story is easy to understand with its neutral presentation, totally free from exclamation marks and sentimentality, but it contains multifaceted deep dives with countless possibilities for interpretation. 
One can interpret The Metamorphosis from a variety of perspectives. As a reader, I am shaken by the abandonment and alienation Gregor lives through. The story is incredibly tragic, but at the same time, also absurd and makes the reader smile.
It is a story about human vulnerability and the shame Gregor feels when he is no longer productive. When he goes from being nurturing to being nurtured, his situation changes. As a citizen, he is no longer worth anything. The family dynamics also change when a family member is stigmatized. Slowly but surely, the other family members distance themselves, they do not want to be associated with what the "monster" son has become.
The story contains clear autobiographical elements. Kafka was the only son and had three younger sisters, the family was of Jewish birth. The mother is above all described as her husband's wife, the children were left to nannies. As an adult, Kafka lived at home with his parents, his relationship with his father was complicated and contained feelings of inferiority. As reflected in the story, Kafka also had an ambivalent relationship with his fiancée, to whom he declared his love in one moment and broke up with in the next. Kafka died at the age of 40 of tuberculosis.
The story of Gregor Samsa reflects, to some extent, Kafka's view of the world as being elusive and futile. Gregor's alienation reveals somewhat Kafka's life as a German Jew in the Czech Republic and he never entirely belonged in the Czech culture. 
The feeling of alienation in a new industrial world where human virtues are being monetized is illustrated brilliantly in the hollow chats Samsa is having with his customers or the obsession with timetables and endless planning for expediency. A new culture where schedules and times are paramount turns humans into money-making robots or, in Gregor Samsa's case, into an insect. Kafka is often considered to be the master of loneliness. The story is a compelling depiction of isolation. It touches on loneliness that can be recognized universally and throughout the modern world. Whatever way the reader interprets Metamorphosis, the story continues to be a scathing critique of a society that deprives people of the freedom to live their own lives, thus Kafka's existential novella remains relevant for readers of each new generation.
It is time that we, more than a hundred years since Kafka published Metamorphosis, take to heart what the story even today is, a remarkable eye-opener which offers understanding of our time and age.  


Book Review                                 
[bookmark: _Hlk73637097]White Teeth
Smith, Zadie
Penguin Books (Paperback)
Published: 01-25-2001
The novelist and short-story writer Zadie Smith had a remarkably successful debut as a writer. Smith's first published novel White Teeth gained enormous success, leaving its readers wanting more and setting the bar high. Since then, the novelist has not let her audience down but, on the contrary, continued to deliver fascinating writings of what it is like to live as an immigrant in Britain today and particularly in the multicultural settings in north London. The theme that runs through White Teeth is immigration, and the book provides profound insights into the life of a mixed-race woman growing up in north London. Smith almost compels the reader to take off their 'coloured glasses' and face their prejudice.
The novel is an insightful story about immigrants living in a multicultural setting spanning over 40 years in London. The period also defines a culture shift when a relatively monocultural society becomes multicultural. This perspective and insight into the cultural change might also contribute to the reasons that made White Teeth successful. The novel has been granted two EMMAs for best female newcomer and best book.
White Teeth is an eye-opener. It is raw deep and does not beat about the bush.
.
The writing is undoubtedly not depicting any kind of triumph story. On the contrary, it offers a heart-breaking perspective of the battles that people from diverse refugee or immigrant backgrounds face in their daily lives.
Our children will be born of our actions. Our accidents will become their destinies. Oh, the actions will remain. It is a simple matter of what you will do when the chips are down, my friend. When the fat lady is singing. When the walls are falling in, and the sky is dark, and the ground is rumbling. In that moment our actions will define us. And it makes no difference whether you are being watched by Allah, Jesus, Buddah, or whether you are not. On cold days a man can see his breath, on a hot day he can't. On both occasions, the man breathes. ― Zadie Smith, White Teeth
The novels focus on some immigrant families living close by in north London.
When Archie Jones tries to take his own life in his car on the morning of New Year's (1975), he is prevented by a butcher who disapproves of such things happening in front of his shop. As A Result, Archie's life changes forever.
He steps out of his car and wanders, confused and burdened by his recently failed marriage, into a party where he meets the dazzlingly beautiful Jamaican Clara Bowden. She is 19, and he is 47. 
Clara, much taller than Archie, is missing her front teeth after a motorcycle accident.  She is a former Jehovah's Witness, but she has not given up all hope in a saviour, although she feels abandoned by Jesus.
Maybe it is not so unfathomable that Clara saw in Archie something more than just a short, somewhat fat white older man in a poorly sewn costume. Clara's world has collapsed, the faith she lived has left her, and she looks at Archie from her perspective of having nothing left to lose. Six weeks later, they are married.
This is how White Teeth begins. The story takes place mainly in a crowded part of north London. In the multicultural district, members of the Jones, Iqbal and Chalfen families meet. Despite all the differences - skin colour, religion, background - the lives of these unique people are woven together. 
The story focuses on the friendship between two unequal men, Archie Jones and Samad Iqbal, who meet during World War II and become each other's neighbours and companions, mainly thanks to their wives and children. The story spans over half a century, covers large and small topics, and forms a biting, crackling and uninterrupted entertaining experience.
There is nothing like a book you cannot put down. 
Even if there is a heavy seriousness throughout the book, White Teeth is written with a twinkle in the eye, and sometimes I cannot stop laughing. The reader finds moving character development that stretches over generations. The characters are vividly presented. Their multicultural north London voice's interactions and unfolding destinies excite the reader to want more. 
Clara: 'Man….dey knock out,' she lisped, seeing his surprise. 'But I tink to myself: come de end of de world, d'Lord won't mind if I have no toofs.' She laughed softly ― White Teeth (24-25).
The diverse, multicultural language presented in the quote is most important to the novel. It contributes to the feel of multicultural Space in north London.
A lot of critics have remarked that Smith does not, overall, tie the sack together. The book becomes messy and confused towards the end. Initially, I felt the same, but on reflection, I think that is a deliberate strategy. I still have to say that the novel delivers both an insightful perspective and an entertaining read I would recommend to everyone.
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