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ECAD4008 - Professional and Pedagogical Studies: Leading the learning; what, how and why am I teaching?

Target 1 Engage with a wider range of academic literature
Target 2 Continue to work on referencing technique by making use of the library's Harvard referencing guide
Target 3 Proof-read my work carefully to correct errors in punctuation and grammar
Target 4 Further develop my critical engagement with a wider range of literature 
Target 5 Look for opportunities to provide evaluative comments by comparing points made by different authors.  

Title - Consider the 3 pedagogic principles outlined above. Discuss these principles in relation to practices in education, showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle.

This assignment aims to develop knowledge of the pedagogical principles in relation to what good teaching and practice looks like in a classroom setting, showing understanding, and identifying the principle's challenges and opportunities. In 2022, the new Curriculum for Wales was introduced, which is now driven by the four purposes. These consider how teachers teach, what they will teach, and how teachers will assess the children. The progression of the children as well as the teachers is the focus in the new curriculum. This curriculum's new idea of progression enables teachers to access more opportunities for a richer learning experience which promotes learning. Another significant change in the curriculum is assessment, which no longer involves setting standards on children’s performance instead emphasises on the needs of the children and the teacher. (Government, 2021)
Children in the foundation phase, who are between the ages of five and eight, are now able to develop at their own pace. The curriculum is now pupil-led which involves hands-on activities that aims to create rich and relevant experiences for the children.  The children's interest is at heart of the new curriculum, where they are now able to learn by what they enjoy doing in a purposeful way. Additionally adding to the holistic approach of this new way of learning. Helping children to understand the concepts of wellbeing and belonging. Outdoor learning now plays an important role in supporting children and allowing them to connect with the outdoors, enabling them to experience new environments, and supporting them in thriving as young people in Wales, which is another significant change in the curriculum. (Government, 2015)
The Welsh curriculum pedagogy offers schools an opportunity to design their own curriculum. The four purposes must come alongside the pedagogical principles for efficient teaching and learning to happen. For successful learning to take place, the Hwb guidance suggests that teachers should be thinking about how, why, and what they are going to teach. (Governement, 2023)



Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching. 
Effective pedagogy involves considering which teaching method will promote learning, as well as how this will influence the pupils. Using a blend of approaches alongside direct teaching is especially essential for the foundation phase which is stated in the new Welsh curriculum as one of the pedagogical principles. Whilst at school X direct teaching as well as blended approaches was evident within the classroom. Minibeast was the terms topic, and the class mentor and I was both very interested in deepening our knowledge of the topic. I would begin by introducing the topic in front of the class by giving the children the context they needed such as precise and clear information about what they will be learning. This would allow the children to start thinking about what they would like to learn throughout the term. This should make the children excited about deepening their understanding of minibeasts. Renard aggress that preparing the ground for learning is essential. (Renard, 2023) The book suggest that the lesson's introduction main aim is to draw pupils in and grab their attention as a teacher I would then have planned a day out at a bug farm where the children would be able to participate in a skill-rich environment where they would begin to engage with their knowledge of the topic. 
[bookmark: _Hlk131596920]Hwb Wales suggest the same as they say that children can investigate and improve their skills outside. (Governement, 2023) This could allow the children to explore and investigate more about the bugs. Many children therefore would be able to ask questions which could help with their learning. As a teacher I would be using blended approaches by delivering engaging activities, promoting contextual information and experiential experiences for the pupils. The new curriculum for Wales also agrees that school trips that are linked to a current topic can be very beneficial to their learning. The document suggests that through useful and relevant experiences that are based on real-world situations, children will be able to make connections between ideas, apply knowledge, and develop skills. (Governement, 2023)
While Blakemore goes into more detail about how the development of the brain is influenced by environmental factors. Blakemore suggest that environmental experiences contribute to brain development. He suggests that research has demonstrated how the environment influences the development of connections in the brain. This therefore implies that this blended method teaching influences pupils’ imagination, innovation, and awareness. (Frith, 2005) The children’s wellbeing is at the heart of school X, where they ensure children have access to outdoor learning and have the appropriate resources for the pupils to enhance their emotional, social, and physical development. When the children are unable to go outside due to weather conditions, it impacts the children negatively as they are less motivated as they haven’t let off that surface energy which is crucial to retaining information. 
There were many other appropriate blended approaches used by the class practitioner during placement. The teacher would start the session by giving the children clear instructions using the direct teaching method. The pupils are then divided into three groups based on their level of abilities. The first group would have the class practitioners assisting them, the second group would be independent, and the third group would have a learning support assistant guiding them.  Plowden claimed that all teaching should be utilised even in bigger classrooms were doing so was impossible. However, even though Plowden suggested individual learning, individual, group, and whole class approach was implemented. (Alexander, 2009)

[bookmark: _Hlk131262936]Good teaching and learning sets tasks and select resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest. 
The Welsh curriculum also states that good teaching and learning sets tasks and select resources that build on previous knowledge. Building on children's prior knowledge was viewed as crucial at School X. Prior knowledge, in my opinion, enables children to discuss what they already know about a subject. Most children may have different prior knowledge, it could be essential that the teacher doesn’t assume that each pupil have the same experiences. Some children within the class may have been more fortunate and have had more opportunities to build on their knowledge, as a result, ensuring that each child starts at the same place in school shows fairness. 
I believe it could be useful for the teacher to already have a good understanding of the needs of each child in the classroom. This could be done by assessment and time spent assessing children’s progression by closely working with the individual to develop their understanding and knowledge. The school I attended whilst on placement had three different ability groups whereby these groups were already assessed, and they would work separately. This made it more manageable for teacher to plan lesson for the different abilities within the classroom. Those in the higher levels appeared to have been given more challenges by the teacher than those in the lower capable levels. 
Vygotsky was a constructivist and agrees that ability groups is an efficient method to build on knowledge within the classroom. He created the Zone approximal development model. In the diagram, it represents what the child is unable to perform at this time, and what they can do independently. According to Vygotsky, a child may carry out a task independently with the help of another person, learning should take place in the ZPD where the content is not too simple or too challenging Vygotsky. (Stevens-Fulbrook, 2020)
Whereas Hwb Wales suggest that observation could play a major role on building on prior knowledge rather than assessment. Hwb implies that teachers should use observation frequently as they are then able to learn about the different needs, capabilities, and development of specific children. The main objective suggested of Innovations in Teacher Education is for teachers to have a social constructivist approach. Key components of the book include encouraging open mindsets and attitudes for those preparing to be teachers. (Kosnik, 2012)Therefore, teachers will also find it easier to plan the following stages if they are aware of the children's prior experiences, interests, as well as any challenges to learning. Hwb agrees that learning is not linear and that different children are likely to progress at different times therefore this should be understood by practitioners. Practitioners need to be aware of this when planning. (Governement, 2023)
While Pshler disagrees that assessment and observation are methods of building on previous knowledge. He suggests that simply supporting and assisting a child is a big part of teaching, helping children learn new things and develop new skills while encouraging them to remember and build on what they already know. The practice guide handbook implies that a significant part of teaching involves supporting children in gaining new knowledge and skills as well as helping them to retain information. At my placement school the practitioner was focused on ensuring that the activities she had planned enabled the children to retain and apply what they have learnt in new context. She would begin a lesson by presenting a PowerPoint to the class and ask relevant questions to ensure each child is listening. She would then use the modelling technique whereby she uses the white board and shows the class “what a good one looks like” This then ensured the children had an example of her expectations. As a result, the children were able to retain that information then apply it by using their own technique and show evidence of this in their book. (Pashler, et al., 2007)
Assessment for learning was another pedagogical principle that was applied within school X to accelerate the children’s knowledge. The process involves gathering information and then interpreting this information. The method is used to understand a child's achievement in gaining knowledge, and skills. (Foundation, 2010) The teacher would assess where the children were and taught them using a child-centred approach. The teacher used this is an effective way to assess the progress of the child and give advice. In classroom X there was a lot of peer assessment where the children mark each other’s work and gives ways of improving. The children could see where they were and what they could improve. They used self-assessment to start thinking about themselves as a learner. 
Royce Sadler believed there were three conditions for implementing assessment. The children must have a similar way of judging quality as the class teacher for learning to happen. Then the pupils must understand the expectations that the teacher sets, this will allow learning to be constant. Additionally, they must keep an eye on their progress.  The third condition that Sadler suggested was that the children must consider how the teacher likes to teach. This was evident at school X as they were able to self asses using different colour pens called the traffic light system to assess how they felt what went well and what didn’t go so well during a task. The teacher also used a polishing pencil technique so that the children were able to improve their own work and correct their mistakes independently. (Kong, 2023)
Whereas Dylan Wiliam believes assessment for learning raises expectations for the children and practitioners’ performance, but especially for underachievers. At school X the higher and lower achievers both succeeded at their own pace and there wasn’t one group achieving more than the other. They both achieved differently as individuals. He looks closely into closing the accomplishment gap and improved both children and teacher performance. He suggests that when a child first starts working with you for a year, there is an expectation that by the end of the year, they will have learned for 12 months more and will demonstrate how effective assessment for learning is. (Education, 2008)

Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience 
Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience is the third pedagogical principle that I will be focusing on. The focus at School X was on the importance of ensuring that each pupil had the essential broad variety of transferable skills in literacy, numeracy, and digital proficiency. While I was on a placement, it became apparent to me that the teachers planned lessons based on a variety of contexts that helped the pupils while supporting and assisting with the pupils’ essential skills. 
The school provided pupils with challenges and resources that would help them development those essential skills. One skill that I came across during placement was the development of the children literacy. The school gave the children an abundance of resources for increasing literacy. These included books tailored for different levels of reading, to enable opportunities for the children to advance at their own pace. In school was a library full of books which the children had access to. The teachers would sometimes plan lessons within the library or the outside reading area which demonstrated how teachers create meaningful opportunities for pupils to develop into expressive citizens of Wales. Hwb argues that the Curriculum for Wales must include literacy, numeracy, and digital proficiency as core cross-curricular competencies. It is the role of the practitioner to be able to deliver lessons that have purposeful connections between the six areas of learning and experiences. (Government, 2022) 
Before the new curriculum for Wales was introduced, planning was restrictive whereby each subject was separate from each other and there were no links across the areas of learning. The focus was understanding of how to best improve the pupil’s literacy and numeracy skills. (Donaldson, 2015)Therefore, Professor Donaldson suggested that the new curriculum was to be structured around six Areas of Learning and Experience while broadening the practitioners and children’s knowledge of the importance of learning through experiences and developing imagination. This could imply that one of Donaldson's objectives for the New Welsh curriculum was to make sure that all teachers planned with a more open mindset and began to think about how they could connect all six areas of learning and how each one could link with the four purposes to enhance learning and develop knowledge among young people in Wales. Furthermore, this relives the work load and stress off the teachers as they can work more freely and have more of a unique input into the curriculum. (Parliment, 2021)
John Hatti suggests that evidence shows that teachers significantly influence children's lives. However, he does not believe in comparing the mindsets of two teachers who use the same teaching methods. Additionally, he implies that teachers who have a desire to influence a child's education are the ones who have the greatest influence. (Hattie, 2008 )
One suggestion that Barnes promotes is that he believes that cross-curricular learning is a successful approach for giving children the knowledge, skills, and understanding they need to understand the world and manage with changes (Barnes, 2015)However, he suggests that cross circular will only be effective if teachers have the skills and knowledge to plan lessons which covers more than one subject. (Shirley, 2007 )This could imply that due to the new curriculum, teachers will have limited experiences and knowledge of how the system works. The practitioners at school X have taken a shine to the new curriculum where they are implementing all the new ways of teaching. At school X they plan lessons with more than one subject which enables the learners to increase and broaden their understanding. Sometimes the teacher can cover more than two subjects in one lesson which is considered as time effective. 
OFSTED agrees that cross curriculum increases pupils’ knowledge and makes good use of time. OFSTED states that the practitioner can cover more in a shorter time which results in covering more content. (OFSTED, 2002) Whereas Departmental Report argues that too much information has usually been added to the curriculum without enough consideration for the abilities and knowledge needed to teach it effectively. (Balls, 2009)The document is suggesting that practitioners need to develop and adapt certain skills first before considering teaching cross curricular. 

Conclusion 
In conclusion, the Welsh Curriculum has overall had a major impact on pupils, staff, parents, and governors. Our Welsh nation are now the ones who get to choose what are taught in our Welsh schools. It is clear at first that many teachers, pupils, and parents were excited but also nervous about the major change in education. Some believed that the Welsh curriculum was introduced during hard times just after COVID and would confuse everyone. Whereas others believed that it had come at a good time, where the curriculum has given the opportunity to empower staff and children. It has given practitioners in Wales and parents the responsibility to decide what they want their pupils and children to learn and what matters most to them to create a unique vision. Teachers have now been able to work collaboratively to share ideas, resources, concerns and most importantly share responsibilities to drive forward and reduce attainment gap for our young Welsh leaners. (news, 2021)
I am aware of the importance of having pedagogical principles and the impact effective pedagogy has on the pupils as well as the different teaching strategies which enhances learning and increases knowledge and joy of learning. Teaching and learning across Areas of Learning and experience is the principle which most excites me. I understand that incorporating Literacy with expressive arts could be challenging and confusing, however I believe that challenges supply pupils with opportunities to succeed. Overall, I believe that the new Welsh curriculum has transformed Wales into an independent nation where the pupils are given a chance to become young successful people. I do believe there are some limitations. The curriculum is very optimistic which could put stress upon teachers as they are having to change the way they teach. Furthermore, teachers haven’t been given enough time to adapt and develop these essential skills to teach cross curricular or adapt teaching to suit the new curriculum. (BERA, 2020)
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