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Although it can be argued that statutory interpretation can diminish the status of legislation being the primary source of law within the United Kingdom, both are just as important as the other. Statutory interpretation is based upon presumption and intrinsic and extrinsic aids. Interpretation is the way that something can be represented or explained. Statutory interpretation can be described as the meaning that conveys the intention of legislation or statute. Parliaments draft Acts in a way to minimise the amount of statutory interpretation that is needed. 
Nevertheless, it is often required when there may be an uncertainty as to how the law is applied to a particular situation. Some law users would describe statutory interpretation as elaborate or complex. It is not always clear or straightforward as to what the intention of a statute is, and it often requires consideration of purpose and context, Tronson (2016). Legislation is the product of promulgating law by legislature, (Home office, 2022) This legislature is passed by parliament. Judges can be called upon, in some cases, to interpret the legislation in conformance with the already existing law and rules of statutory interpretation. Legislation is no longer being confined to professional libraries. It has now been made accessible to the general public through use of the government websites. 
It is imperative to have statutory interpretation so that judges are unable to make judgements of their own in certain cases. The use of statutory interpretation means that courts are able to anticipate all possible versions or outcomes of a particular case. Judges are unable to change the law that has already been applied, meaning that if they encounter any issues, they are powerless to interrupt the ‘flow of justice’. A written law passed by the legislative body is called a statute, an example of statute is the Human Rights Act, 1998. The Office of The Parliamentary Counsel, (2013), admits that after some observation, it is clear that even some professional users of the law find it complex or hard to comply with. They suggested that this was due to the frequent amendments and the level of detail. One thing to consider when a statute is being interpreted is the constant changes in situations/ circumstances which might occur after the initial implementation of an act. 
The big issue is that statutory interpretation can have some obstacles as it is not always easy to understand the intentions that have been set for statute. The Interpretation Act of 1978 can provide basic definitions of statute or legislation, however, when the facts of a case are not apprehended, it can lead to difficulties since statutes cannot cover every eventuality. In a situation of uncertainty, it might be unclear to the judge whether a distinct statute can cover the factual situation. Another issue with this is a statute that is ambiguous, if this is not the case then there could be the issue of absurdity. This is when the literal wording of the written statute manifests in absurdity, or unreasonable. In addition, the use of broad terms can make it difficult to extract a precise interpretation of the statute. 
When talking in terms of statutory interpretation, there are several rules that can underpin it. These rules are known as the literal rule, the golden and the mischief rule. The literal rule is the first rule of statutory interpretation used by judges. This rule means that a judge is able to interpret statute by using the literal meaning. A judge or court is allowed to depart from the literal meaning of a statute if it occurs that it bears an absurd result. The golden rule of interpretation is an adaptation of the literal rule. This means it can be used as back up for the literal rule. First applied in the 16th century; the mischief rule is the principle that is used for the interpretation of a statute. It is used by the courts to try and determine the intent of the legislators and the aim of it is to implement a remedy. Two approaches to statutory interpretation are literal and purposive. The flexible approach that allows judges to develop law in line with the intention of the Parliament is the purposive approach. This approach is vital as it enables the courts to cope with cases or situations that may be unforeseen by the legislators. 
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