1.	Evaluate the disruption options available to target criminal activity on the road network. (2000 words)

This assignment will describe the different criminal activities which make use of the road network and evaluate the disruption techniques used by police to target these activities. 

The development of the road systems and technology in the UK has improved over time and are utilised by road users in a positive way (College of Policing, 2022). However, this development has also been exploited by organised criminals aiding them to conduct offences, usually for their financial gain. Police forces have seen an increase in types of crimes utilising the road networks and some of these crimes are risking the lives of others. For example: drug transportation, Child sexual exploitation, county lines, illegal sex work and human trafficking (College of Policing, 2022).

Human trafficking has recently become very visible in modern day policing and has been the target of many operations (Deliver fund, 2002). Human trafficking can take on many forms, including:
•	Forced labour – Vulnerable individuals are exploited by working for little or no financial payment and are often threatened with violence if they resist (Anti-Slavery, 2022).
•	Sex trafficking – Vulnerable individuals are trafficked to work in the sex Industry, much like forced labour this is often involuntary and without any financial benefit to the individual. They are subjected to violence, including sexual violence to coerce them into working (Shared hope: international, 2022).
•	Debt Bondage – This includes the pledge of a person's services as security for the repayment for a debt or other obligation. The terms of the repayment are not clear or reasonably stated, and the person who is holding the debt can be misled, thus has some control over the labourer. The likelihood is that the debt will never be cleared despite many assurances provided to the individual (End Slavery Now, 2022). 

In all these types of human trafficking there is an element of vulnerability to the victim, whether that be mental or physical, which is exploited by the traffickers for financial gain (Deliver fund, 2022).
The term County lines refers to young people being coerced into transporting drugs and money from urban area’s to more rural locations, therefore increasing the reach of that drug dealer. These young people are often exploited due to being vulnerable, not just in their age but due to their home situation as well. Many are looked after children and are in the care of social services. They are enticed by dealers through the promise of wealth, the lending of money or buying of expensive gifts. They will then be asked to return the favour by taking a “bag” to a certain location. For many young people this is not the end, they are often required to stay and set up drug houses and sell on behalf of their new “friend” or “Boyfriend”.  These children are often reported as missing to the police and have several missing episodes (The Children’s Society, 2022).

Drugs have always been an issue within society and they often fuel other types of crime, including acquisitive crimes: categorised as burglary, theft and weapon offences. Drugs are transported around the country from sellers to buyers to distributors often using the road network (National Crime Agency, 2022).
[bookmark: _GoBack]These crimes have always been present in society, often through farm labourers, hand car washes, but due to high profile court cases, further attention has been brought to the topic and as such is identified easier by the police and the public (National Crime Agency, 2022). The development and growth of such crimes is assisted by the development of good and effective transport networks. Human trafficking will often start with the transportation of people from all different places across the globe and there for would not succeed if not for the utilisation of the transport network making it difficult for authorities to disrupt such crimes. This has meant police forces across the UK have had to develop technology and skills to deal with such crimes as human trafficking.

There are many techniques used by police on the road network to disrupt criminal activity, including, but not limited to, intelligence, ANPR and Road Traffic Legislation.
One of the first skills utilised by police is gathering of intelligence, this then becomes the foundation of an investigation, linking individuals to vehicles and building a picture of a criminal network. To gather, grade and submit intelligence the police use a process called The National Intelligence Model (NIM). The National Intelligence Model has been designed to target three distinct levels of business: local, cross border and serious and organised crime (College of Policing, 2021). 
Level 1 – Targets local issues which are causing harm to a command unit or local policing area. This will include volume crimes, anti-social behaviour, repeat victims, repeat offenders and the most vulnerable Level 1 is often attended and chaired by the local policing area senior management team. 
Level 2 – Targets cross local border issues, usually the actions of a criminal or other specific problem effecting more than one local policing area.  Problems can affect a group of command units, forces or more than one force.  Level 2 is often held at Senior officer level and covers the whole force perspective. 
Level 3 – Targets serious and organised crime who are operating on a national or international scale.  This is often conducted by Regional Organised Crime units or the National Crime agency. 

All intelligence which is submitted from police staff, officers or members of the public are all graded using the same system. This process is termed the 3x5x2 model. This model allows each piece of intelligence to be graded and disseminated appropriately. Some intelligence can be discounted if it is determined to be malicious in nature. The first step is to determine the ability of the source to provide this information, are they 1. Reliable, 2. Untested or 3. Not reliable. 

The second step is the intelligence, is how is the source come by this information. This is given 5 different gradings: A. known directly, B. Known indirectly but corroborated, C. Known indirectly, D. Not known and E. Suspected to be false. 
The third and final step to the model is determining how the information should be handled by the police, is the information suitable for P. lawful sharing permitted or C. Lawful sharing permitted with conditions. 
Intelligence which is graded 1AP would hold more value than intelligence which has been graded as 3EP. Intelligence gradings are particularly important in the application of a warrant at a Magistrates Court. 
Using the National Intelligence Model, grading with 3x5x2 model (College of Policing, 2021) and correct submitting of information can be used to prevent crime and bring offenders to justice as well as using it to safeguard any victims or potential victims from harm. 
Intelligence which is submitted in this way can be used to place markers on vehicles which are identified by the registration marks. These number plates can be read by a system call Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR). Once the plate is read the ANPR system can provide information not only regarding the registered keeper of the vehicle and Insurance details but any intelligence markers. Many Roads Policing vehicles have these cameras installed within the vehicle for officers to identify information from a console within the car. 

There are also static ANPR cameras spread throughout the road network. These static cameras read each number plate and if there is a marker on the vehicle this will sound within the Force Control Room of that specific force.  ANPR can be used for live-time information gathering but it can also be used to collect historical information. For example, it can be used to determine a route taken by a specific car, to identify a pattern of behaviour or identify locations of interest. Some cameras are also able to provide pictures of the vehicle to identify the driver of the vehicle. 

There are many powers open to the police regarding the road network (College of Policing, 2019). Road Traffic legislation provides officers with certain powers regarding the stopping of vehicles on a road. Section 163 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 allows an officer in uniform to stop a vehicle and ascertain the identity of the driver at the time. Section 4 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE) 1984 provides the power to stop all vehicles or types of vehicle in a location in order to identify offenders or witnesses involved in a serious offence. These are termed road checks and must be authorised. Section 60 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order act 1994 provides the power to officers of a preventative stop and search where violence is anticipated in a location. This must be authorised for it to be used and can only be used for a limited amount of time. Sections 43 to 45 of the Terrorism Act 2000 provides preventative powers of stop and search when terrorist activity is anticipated in a location. 

Officers also have the power to seize vehicles in certain circumstances. Section 59 of The Police Reform Act 2002 gives officers the power to seize any vehicle that is being driven in an anti-social manner, which would be likely to cause alarm and distress to the public. Section 45 of the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 gives officers the power to seize a vehicle which is believed have been obtained through the gains of criminal offences. The seizing of vehicles being used by criminals removes a tool that assists in the development and hinders progress of their criminal activities (Legislation.gov.uk, 2022).


The three techniques that have been described above all bring different methods to tackling criminal activity on the road network. However, the most pertinent one would be the intelligence gathering. Road traffic legislation is a useful tool however the benefits of this enforcement are often short lived and only disrupt the criminality for a short period of time. Vehicles can be easily replaced by the criminal network (College of Policing, 2019). The enforcement of road traffic legislation is a tool which has limited disruption potential. When the grounds are there, the stopping and searching of vehicle based on current and relevant intelligence can yield positive results with large quantities of drugs being seized and offenders arrested. However, like ANPR, this rests of the development of intelligence on vehicles and offenders. Intelligence would provide a longer lasting disruption technique, adding to a larger picture and being able to piece information together. ANPR is a good tool however it does rely on information and intelligence being provided and added to the system. On its own ANPR would not be as effective but combined with other techniques it does have its benefits. All these techniques combined would provide the best disruption to the criminal network using the road system. There needs to be a hand in hand approach with intelligence and enforcement playing an equal part as both have their benefits to dealing with criminality. This is particularly important when considering the types of criminality which makes use of the road network and that they are often cross country and cross boundary, involving several police forces. 
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2.	Assess the role of community policing in fostering and maintaining community cohesion. (2000 words)

This piece of writing will assess the role community policing has today. It will detail the methods and the benefits of fostering strong links between the community and police, and why it’s important to maintain the cohesion between both parties to help target crime and anti-social behaviours.
Community Policing is a system that will help develop trust and understanding between the members of the public and the police with a hope of reducing crime in that area. The system, based on regular contact between the public and the police hopes to lead to both parties working together to combat crime and antisocial behaviour (Oxford Dictionary, 2021).
The main goal for policing within the UK is to protect its most vulnerable people from harm, but the skills of criminals and development of new and more sophisticated crimes are making this more and more difficult for police forces across the country. As the crimes are progressing policing is also having to keep up with progress in order to deal with these crimes. It has become a more popular crime to target the vulnerable in recent years and this is because they are easier to manipulate and use to run organised crime groups, making it less likely for the main criminal to be captured and prosecuted (South Tyneside Council, 2022).
Community based policing was implemented to help bridge the gap between police and the public, creating a better relationship between both parties. This was in a hope that the more confident the public become in their local police force the more likely the public will help the police tackle these types of crimes and work alongside us to help protect the most vulnerable people in our society. Community Policing: also known as (COP) is a planned strategy which focuses on developing positive relationships with members of the public. It consists of a police officer patrolling and area for a set amount of time, developing relationships with the locals and then working together to combat crime (College of Policing, 2022).
In every aspect of policing in the community we are underpinned by the Peelian Principles. These principles were set out by Sir Roberts Peel who became home secretary in 1822.

The reforms introduced by Sir Robert Peel and the first Police Commissioners were based on a philosophy that the power of the police comes from the common consent of the public, as opposed to the power of the state. 
The nine principles that underpin this philosophy were set out in the ‘General Instructions’ issued to every new police officer from 1829 onwards. The principles are still valid today and have shaped the approach that HMIC takes when assessing how well police forces are working for the public (The Crime Prevention Website, 2021).
The principles set out what is expected of a police officer, is to prevent crime and disorder. The ability of the police to perform their duties is dependent upon public approval of police actions; Police must secure the willing co-operation of the public in voluntary observance of the law to be able to secure and maintain the respect of the public. The degree of co-operation of the public that can be secured diminishes proportionately to the necessity of the use of physical force, Police seek and preserve public favour not by pandering to public opinion but by constantly demonstrating absolute impartial service to the law. Police use physical force to the extent necessary to secure observance of the law or to restore order only when the exercise of persuasion, advice and warning is found to be insufficient, Police, at all times, should maintain a relationship with the public that gives reality to the historic tradition that the police are the public and the public are the police; the police being only members of the public who are paid to give full-time attention to duties which are incumbent on every citizen in the interests of community welfare and existence, Police should always direct their action strictly towards their functions and never appear to usurp the powers of the judiciary and the test of police efficiency is the absence of crime and disorder not the visible evidence of police action in dealing with it (The Crime Prevention Website, 2021).
As modern-day policing has progressed so has crime which has caused police services to be stretched to its limit which makes it increasingly difficult for pro active foot patrols and other form of positive community policing to take place. As a result, police have now began building relationship with partner agencies to enable them and police to work together. Some of the agency’s involved police work with are social services, schools, and youth centres (College of Policing, 2022). These are some of the places that the most vulnerable people of society can be found so working closely with multiple different agency’s is paramount to targeting criminals.
A more regular and consistent police presence is what is said to bridge the gap and build the positive relationships, but as said above this is becoming very difficult for police officers to do due the increased demand (College of Policing, 2022).
It is the aspiration of community policing that every community have a designated community officer, be it a police constable or a community support officer. These officers will then be able to focus on attending facilities such as youth clubs and schools in order to deliver training or community engagement sessions with local young people in the community. This interaction is aimed at bridging the perceived gap between young people and their policing organisation.
Targeting the young and vulnerable and building a relationship with them will increase their trust which increases the chance of victims speaking out and gaining the help from police.
Vulnerability can be defined as someone who is weak and without any protection can become victim or being exploited, physically and mentally hurt (Collins English Dictionary, 2021).
There are many reasons as to why somebody is vulnerable lack of mental capacity, increasing age, being physically dependant on others, low self-esteem, previous history of abuse, negative experiences of disclosing abuse, social isolation, lack of access to health and social services, financial difficulty  and depending on other financially (Patient, 2022).
One crime that target such individuals is that of cuckooing. Cuckooing is a practice where organised crime groups take over a vulnerable person’s home and use the property to facilitate their criminality. It takes the name from cuckoos who take over the nests of other birds (The Children’s Society, 2022).
There are different types of cuckooing:
•	Using the property to deal
•	Using the property to store drugs
•	Using the property to take drugs
•	Using the property to sex work
•	Taking over the property as a place for them to live
•	Taking over the property to financially abuse the tenant
The most common form of cuckooing is where drug dealers take over a person’s home and use it to store or distribute drugs (The Children’s Society, 2022). Usually the home taken over is that of a vulnerable person, they are brainwashed in to believing these people are their friends and slowly they are groomed, and the cuckooing begins to take place. The people who groom these vulnerable victims can be deemed as ‘professionals’ and because of this causes huge issues for public protection services. This is because the vulnerable people and groomed to such a high level they avoid speaking with police and will never divulge information regarding what’s happening. A lot of victims will also believe that what is happening isn’t wrong and the conduct of these criminals is completely normal.
Part of positive community policing is to prevent such crimes it’s important that police can educate those most at risk as well as those having most contact with the vulnerable people. Publicising how these groups operate and who they target encourages communities to be more alert to the signs and report behaviours which appear suspicious. Communities need to feel confident to approach the police with their concerns so action can be taken. There needs to be a co-ordinated approach so that the intervention is successful, and the vulnerable person is safeguarded.
An example of this is an increase around the Newport area to which teenagers and children were being targeted for the purpose of storing and moving drugs connected to cuckooing and county lines this was identified by adopting the Community policing structure and starting with regular patrols and attendance of troubled areas and schools identified by current intelligence.
Further Intelligence was gathered over the period of three months and evidence showed that these children were being targeted outside of the school in question. A decision was made for police to start being present at several school gates and closing time in a hope it would deter these criminals from attending and targeting the children. A s time went on it became obvious that these actions were not enough, and these crimes were still taking place.
It was then decided that the most appropriate action was to educate individuals involved or potential vulnerable individuals causing them to be a target for future exploitation. It started by police attending school assembly’s and giving detailed information about the crimes and the risk involved. They were given details on how report these crimes and warning signs to look for that themselves or somebody else are being groomed for the purpose of cuckooing and county lines.
After engaging with the youths, the next step was to educate the public and the parents about these types of crimes. What happens, the risk, the warning signs, tips on how to safeguard their children and how and to who to report it. Due to these actions the hope was that reports from the vulnerable children and their parents would increase giving us a better chance of identifying criminals. Regular police attendance was arranged with the local schools and workshops set up focusing on information sharing being fun resulting in full engagement with the youths. This kept the information fresh with in the young people minds and further developed their skills to protect them selves from being potential victims.
This is an example of good community policing but there is a much bigger picture regarding this, and regular multi agency meetings in troubled areas are paramount. When looking at vulnerable teenagers and children working with other agencies to deter them from crime is a very positive action and often works in lower crime and prevent them from becoming victims. If a police officer is successful when communicating with the community, they will build trust. Where trust is built advice will be taken and people will be more likely to work with the police rather than against them. This will allow early detection of crimes meaning we are able to safeguard these individuals from harm; crime will begin to decrease, and the streets will be that of a safer place.
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