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1 - Castle Gardens, situated in the heart of Swansea, UK. 

Castle Gardens is unfortunately lacking in extensive green spaces. Unlike larger parks or woodlands, 

the area is predominantly paved and contains only a limited number of small, manicured lawns and 

sparse plantings. The limited greenery fails to provide a truly immersive natural experience, which is 

often sought after in urban settings. This scarcity of green spaces in Castle Gardens gives me a sense 

of sadness and disappointment. The name "Castle Gardens" suggests a lush, green area, yet the 

reality falls short. The minimal vegetation and overwhelming presence of concrete and hardscaping 

materials create a stark, urban environment that lacks the tranquility and rejuvenation typically 

associated with gardens and natural areas. Compared to other parks and natural areas, Castle 

Gardens feels more like a city plaza than a serene escape into nature. The limited green spaces do 

little to mitigate the urban atmosphere, and the area is often crowded and noisy, detracting from any 

potential sense of peace and relaxation. 

 

Visiting Castle Gardens can be a letdown for those expecting a verdant retreat. The limited green 

spaces and the dominance of urban elements make it difficult to unwind and connect with nature. 

This lack of natural beauty can leave visitors feeling unfulfilled and longing for more expansive, 

immersive natural environments that provide a true escape from the hustle and bustle of city life. 

While Castle Gardens may hold historical significance and serve as a central meeting point in 

Swansea, its deficiency in green spaces and natural elements makes it a less than ideal location for 

those seeking solace in nature. The area’s urban character and limited greenery can evoke feelings of 

sadness and dissatisfaction, highlighting the need for more comprehensive green spaces within city 

environments. 



Historically, Castle Gardens in Swansea was known for its lush and expansive greenery. Before the 

modern redevelopment, the area featured a variety of trees, flower beds, and extensive lawns that 

provided a refreshing contrast to the urban surroundings. This greenery not only beautified the area 

but also offered a serene and relaxing environment for residents and visitors. 

 

2 - Historical Images 

 



 

With the push for urban redevelopment and modernization, Castle Gardens underwent significant 

changes. The redevelopment aimed to create a more functional and accessible public space, often 

prioritizing infrastructure and commercial viability over maintaining natural elements. This 

transformation involved: 

1. Paving Over Lawns: Large portions of the grassy areas were paved over to create walkways, 

plazas, and seating areas. 

2. Removal of Trees and Shrubs: Many of the trees and shrubs that once adorned the gardens 

were removed to make way for new developments and open up space for public events and 

gatherings. 

3. Reduction of Flower Beds: The vibrant flower beds, which added colour and life to the 

gardens, were significantly reduced, replaced by more minimalist and low-maintenance 

plantings. 

Visitors and residents who remember the pre-redevelopment era often reminisce about the verdant 

and tranquil nature of the original Castle Gardens. The contemporary design, while modern and 

practical, lacks the same level of natural beauty and serenity. This change highlights a broader trend 

in urban development, where green spaces are often sacrificed for functionality and commercial 

needs. 

The reduction in greenery not only altered the physical appearance of Castle Gardens but also 

impacted the emotional well-being of those who frequented the area. Historically, the abundant 

greenery provided a sense of calm and connection to nature. The loss of these natural elements can 

evoke a sense of nostalgia and sadness for what once was. Additionally, the environmental benefits 

of the original green spaces, such as air purification, temperature regulation, and support for local 

wildlife, were diminished. 

 

https://youtu.be/WSfnb6bmMd4
https://youtu.be/IJWiUgNwKgc


 

The historical Castle Gardens of Swansea once boasted an abundance of greenery that provided 

aesthetic, emotional, and environmental benefits. Redevelopment efforts, while successful in 

creating a more accessible and functional public space, led to a significant reduction in these green 

areas. The loss of this greenery is felt by many who yearn for the tranquil and lush environment that 

once characterised Castle Gardens. 

Due to the limited green spaces, the variety of plant and animal life in Castle Gardens is restricted. 

However, some resilient species have managed to thrive in this urban setting. 

• Trees and Shrubs: There are a few ornamental trees and shrubs scattered around the area, 

mainly for aesthetic purposes. 

• Grass and Flower Beds: Small patches of grass and seasonal flower beds provide a bit of 

colour and greenery. 

• Birds: Pigeons, sparrows, and seagulls are commonly seen in the area. 

• Insects: Various urban-adapted insects like bees, butterflies, and ants can be found, 

especially near the flower beds. 

• Small Mammals: Occasionally, one might spot squirrels and urban-adapted rodents. 

 



 

 



 

What can be done? 

 

Bug Hotels: Encourage the presence of beneficial insects that aid in pollination and pest control. 

Construct bug hotels using natural materials to provide habitats for a variety of insects. 



 

Bird Feeders: Support local bird populations by providing consistent food sources, especially in 

winter. Use eco-friendly materials to create feeders and ensure they are regularly cleaned and 

refilled. 

 

Recycle Materials: Set up recycling stations for plastic, glass, and metal. Encourage visitors to dispose 

of their waste responsibly. 

Reduce Plastic Use: Minimise the use of single-use plastics by promoting reusable containers and 

bags. Provide recycling bins to encourage proper disposal. 



 

Education and Awareness: Engaging the community in sustainable practices raises awareness about 

the importance of environmental stewardship. 

Volunteer Programs: Community involvement in maintaining and enhancing the green spaces fosters 

a sense of ownership and responsibility. 

 

Enhancing sustainability in Castle Gardens requires a comprehensive approach that integrates 

biodiversity, water conservation, soil health, renewable energy, waste reduction, community 

engagement, and green infrastructure. By implementing these strategies, Castle Gardens can 

become a more resilient, environmentally friendly, and enjoyable urban green space. 

 

Please see below a letter I have written to the my local authority. 

Swansea City Council 

Civic Centre 

Oystermouth Road 



Swansea 

SA1 3SN 

Dear Swansea City Council, 

Request for Additional Recycling Bins and Sustainable Initiatives in Castle Gardens 

I am writing to you as a concerned resident of Swansea to request the installation of more recycling 

bins in Castle Gardens and the implementation of additional sustainable initiatives to enhance the 

environmental quality of this important public space. 

Recycling Bins: Currently, Castle Gardens lacks sufficient recycling facilities, which results in a 

significant amount of recyclable waste being discarded as general rubbish. By providing more 

recycling bins, the Council can encourage proper waste disposal, reduce litter, and promote 

environmental responsibility among visitors. Strategically placed recycling bins for plastics, glass, 

paper, and metals will make it easier for people to recycle their waste and contribute to a cleaner, 

greener Swansea. 

Sustainable Initiatives: In addition to recycling bins, I propose the following sustainable initiatives to 

further improve the ecological footprint of Castle Gardens: 

1. Bug Hotels and Bird Feeders:Bug Hotels: Installing bug hotels can support local biodiversity 

by providing habitats for beneficial insects like bees, ladybugs, and beetles, which are 

essential for pollination and natural pest control.Bird Feeders: Placing bird feeders in the 

gardens can help sustain local bird populations, especially during the winter months when 

natural food sources are scarce. 

2. Water Conservation:Rainwater Harvesting: Implementing rainwater harvesting systems can 

provide a sustainable water source for garden maintenance, reducing the reliance on 

municipal water supplies. 

3. Native Plant Species:Planting Native Flora: Introducing more native plants will enhance the 

resilience and beauty of Castle Gardens. Native plants require less water and maintenance, 

support local wildlife, and contribute to the overall health of the ecosystem. 

4. Community Engagement:Educational Workshops: Organizing workshops on sustainable 

gardening, composting, and water conservation can educate the community and foster a 

sense of environmental stewardship.Volunteer Programs: Encouraging community 

involvement through volunteer programs for garden maintenance and sustainability projects 

will promote a shared sense of responsibility and pride in our public spaces. 

These initiatives not only support environmental sustainability but also enhance the recreational and 

aesthetic value of Castle Gardens for residents and visitors alike. By taking these steps, Swansea can 

continue to lead by example in promoting green and sustainable urban spaces. 

I appreciate your attention to these suggestions and look forward to your positive response. I am 

more than willing to collaborate with the Council and other community members to help implement 

these initiatives. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Yours sincerely, 



Ashley MacDonald 
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