Essay Questions – Module CSPH5026

Choose and answer one of the following questions in the form of a two thousand word essay 

1. Critically assess whether Hegel’s (1821) remark ‘philosophy is its own time raised to the level of thought’, introduces philosophy to contemporary historicism and social constructivism or actually commits philosophical enquiry to another form of transcendental idealism.  
    
2. Provide a concise description of philosophical ‘voluntarism’ in its broadest sense and then critically discuss and contrast Schopenhauer’s, Marx and Nietzsche’s differing conceptions of the human ‘Will’.

3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Critically evaluate whether the central tenets of Karl Marx and Frederick Engels’ ‘dialectical materialism’ spell the end of Hegel’s philosophical idealism or rest on a form of metaphysical speculation that actually endorses it?

4. Taking as your starting point, Karl Marx and Nietzsche’s objections to Christianity (Nietzsche) and religion more generally (Marx), critically evaluate their respective grievances before outlining an argument that could be made in favour of organised religion.

5. Give a succinct overview of the Frankfurt school’s opposition to Kant’s (1784) articulation of a ‘Cosmopolitan’ form ‘Enlightenment’ before outlining how one might advance the beginnings a philosophical argument in its defence.  

