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Over the past forty years the United Kingdom has seen a great amount of changes in terms of politics, religion, culture and diversity. Of which, Islam has had a big impact on the British soil. From the rise of Muslim population through migration, to the building of mosques, to conversion of native British people. Of current, the attention on Islam as a whole; through the rise of terrorism associated with Islam. This essay will briefly highlight some of the impact Islam has had over the years in UK.

The presence of Muslims has been around since the beginning of the nineteenth century through seamen and traders from the Middle East.  They started to settle around major British ports.  Indian Muslims from the time of the British Raj came to study or trade.  The biggest growth came after the second world war where the immigration of Pakistanis, Bangladeshis and Indians were needed to fill in the labour demands.  Thereafter in the 90’s there was an intake from Eastern European and refugee Muslims from the Middle East such as Bosnia, Kosovo, Afghanistan, Somalia and Iraq. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  Tahir Abbas, 'After 9/11: British South Asian Muslims,
Islamophobia, Multiculturalism,
and the State', The American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences 21(3):26-38, (2004) <https://www.researchgate.net/publication/293125353_After_911_British_South_Asian_Muslims_Islamophobia_Multiculturalism_and_the_State>.
] 


The immigration saw some changes in the British Discourse of religion – first it was colour, to race, then ethnicity and in current times Religion.  Religion has become a signifier among the minorities, such as Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs.  Furthermore, the differences between Blacks and Asians. Due to international high profile of Islam there is a broader interest in religion.   In 2001 comprehensive data was available through the Census where findings were that the vast majority of the Muslim population were from South Asia.  Others were from North Africa, Eastern Europe and South east Asia.   It also found that one third of all British Muslims were under the age of fourteen.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Abbas, ] 


The Muslim population remain concentrated in older post-industrial cities and in the Southeast, the Midlands and the North.  The population has grown from approximately 21,000 to 1.6 million currently.  These communities today are living in the most inferior housing stocks, have the poorest health, tend to be underachievers or be unemployed in comparison to their non-Muslim South Asian peers. [footnoteRef:3] [3:  Abbas] 


Using Census data in 2001 and surveys in over 250 mosques it is estimated that over a 100,000 people came into the religion of Islam vast majority being female converts. [footnoteRef:4] According to several surveys there is a huge increase of women converting to Islam.  They suggest that there is not enough support to help new Muslims.[footnoteRef:5]   [4:  Catrin Nye and Athar Ahmad, 'Insights into UK Muslim Community', BBC News, -02-12 2015 <https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-31435929> [accessed 16 August 2018].]  [5:  Richard Peppiat, Women &amp; Islam: The Rise and Rise of the Convert, 2019 https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/women-islam-the-rise-and-rise-of-the-convert-6258015.html [accessed 20 January 2019]] 

A research by Swansea University identified that in the last 10 years there has been an increase of people converting to Islam.  From two decades ago, from 60,000 there has been increase to a 100,000 converting to Islam – disproportionately the majority being females about seventy five percent.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Peppiat] 

Due to their new beliefs they have struggled to fit in, this would be in both societies, firstly being a new Muslim not being supported by the Muslim community then secondly from the western society that grew up in suddenly perceive them as the other now.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Peppiat] 

Unlike other religions Islam has not established a programme of helping new people to their faith. This has caused new Muslims to feel a great deal of confusion as they will take information from wherever they find it.  This could be conflicting as a Muslim can follow many paths of practices based on their own learning and who they learnt from.  In the rural areas, these issues can leave many converts feeling isolated from their own community as well as their new one. Additionally, there are problems within the mosques.  The vast majority recognise that they do not provide enough information or support.  This is forcing people to learn from a culture, left to interpret themselves through reading books and rely on the internet.  All of these are problematic as the correct and right way of understanding may be perceived incorrectly and practiced the like. [footnoteRef:8] [8:  Peppiat] 

The Muslim Council of Britain analysed data to provide a picture of the Muslim population of Wales and England.  There are 2.7 million, of which 47% are born in the UK, 68% are ethnically Asian and 33% are under the age of 15. The aim was to explore the demography of Muslims, inequality, education, health and the role of women and other issues. This report was important as Omar Khan states that it is clear from the findings that Muslims do not have a problem with “British values” and identifying as British. He further goes on to say that Muslims are proud to identify as British and their allegiances are not elsewhere. Some parliamentary constituencies have large percent of the Muslim population – the report is to highlight to policy makers as well for the community. The community can use the report to actually do something actively by reflecting and acting.  It is a document that is advising the government what to do.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Peppiat] 


A R Gatrad, A Sheikh argues that despite having to the same Semitic origin as Judaism and Christiniaty, the Islamic faith, its values and practices has an influence over one fifth of humanity. Although the presence of Muslims in Britain has been for there for past four centuries, they argue that Islam is still misunderstood by its host.[footnoteRef:10]  [10:  Gatrad, A. R. and A. Sheikh, 'Medical Ethics and Islam: Principles and Practice', Archives of Disease in Childhood, 84 (2001), 72-75, in MEDLINE <https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11124793> [accessed 19 September 2018]
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