	
	
	



[bookmark: _Int_IQbmkALw][bookmark: _Int_JfROwVA1]The ‘jewel’ in the queen's crown: Pakistan or India? A comparative development of two nations.
[bookmark: _Int_bcbkw1Lt][bookmark: _Int_WSWEhiMS][bookmark: _Int_av51bzpU][bookmark: _Int_W2e4gBEc][bookmark: _Int_JKOGRtht]The development of Pakistan and India has evolved fundamentally differently despite the fact that they shared a common colonial history and despite their proximity. When examining the divergent development of these two nations which once stood united, several questions are raised: what caused the divide? What caused the divergence in their economies? What is their current respective role on the global stage? Was the division of the nations a wise thing? Islamic religious influence came to India in the 1800s with the migration of Muslims from West and Central Africa. The concept of a separate autonomous Indian Muslim state was first envisioned by Muhammad Iqbal who was an influential poet and influenced Muhammad Ali Jinnah who began advocating for a Muslim provincial autonomy (Ziring, 2022). The Muslim had experienced a sense of oppression and underrepresentation and it was generally felt that greater regional peace and prosperity would be achieved if the nations were allowed to self-govern. Therefore, Pakistan was seeking autonomy not only from colonialism and foreign imperialism but also from India. Jinnah joined the ‘All Indian Muslim League’ in 1906 which sought for the rights of Muslims to be respected. Following a presidential address by Jinnah the 1940 Lahore Resolution was passed where the concept of a United Muslim community was accepted by political leaders and the Pakistan Movement started. In 1940 Jinna became involved in the Pakistan Movement which endorsed ideas of separatism and aimed to create an independent Muslim nation in northern regions of what was then British India (Khan, 2013). The Indian Muslim’s push for non-alignment with the Hindu majority finally came to fruition when they were granted independent status by the British Raj on the 14 August 1947 through the passing of the Independence Act. While Pakistan has developed relatively in stride with India, it may be argued that Pakistan has been cursed since birth by instability stemming from several factors including regional differences, political instability, and economic challenges. 
 The Fiction of Nationality in an Era of Transnationalism (Khan, 2013)
  “Persistent underdevelopment has afflicted the Indian subcontinent since the region was unshackled from the chains of British colonial domination seven decades ago.”  (Marzumdaru,). The newly independent state of Pakistan had emerged from a long history of colonial oppression, and during the early years of their independence they were not equipped with all the necessary tools to effectively stand independently and so would have been categorized in the bracket of third world countries. A third world country may be defined as “a group of countries which have colonial histories, and which are in the process of developing economically” (Smith, 2003 p.). The countries are usually characterized by low income, agricultural sustenance, weak trade relations, social deprivation in certain segments of their society and political restrictions (Smith, 2003). Economic growth under British rule was minimal, averaging just 0.9% a year from 1900 to 1947(Tirthankar, 2002.) This was further illustrated in the 1943 Bengal Famine which claimed millions of lives (Amartar, 1983). Consequently, India and Pakistan were still portrayed as a weak and dependent nations post-independence. Both nations had inherited the same economic legacy of underinvestment and neglect from Britain and their economies were among the poorest in the world in the immediate aftermath of independence. While it is arguable that both nations had similar levels of socioeconomic development at the time of their independence, India started its independent journey with an advantage by inheriting public institutions set up by the British during their rule and also had a bigger share of the urban population, industry and transportation infrastructure while Pakistan only had agricultural resources from the richly irrigated Punjab territory (WilsonCenter, 2022). Many of the institutions, policies and reforms by the British Raj had been centered within the area designated as India which meant that the majority of areas designated for Pakistan was largely underdeveloped. Therefore, Pakistan did not receive a fair share of the national wealth when they became separated from India (Mazumdaru, 2017). This also meant that industrialization and capital developments were very marginal post-independence resulting in the nation being economically and politically fragile. Pakistan’s credibility as a nation became almost ‘fictional’ in these circumstances.
To further compound the situation, there were several issues Pakistan faced in the immediate aftermath of the declaration of independence which handicapped their economic development and initially set them back on the world stage. For example: the partition of Pakistan and India caused chaotic social upheaval and led to the largest forced migration of the 20th century (Roy, 2022). Millions were left homeless, and millions lost their lives in the bloodshed that resulted from the communal violence which ensued. Also, Pakistan was plagued by wars with India in 1948 (over Kashmir) and 1965. In April of 1948 Pakistan faced a water crisis when their water supply was blocked by India during civil dispute. This resulted in considerable damage to agriculture in places like Punjab. However, Pakistan was able to gain the help of the United Nations in resolving the issue and the treaty of ‘Indus Waters” was signed in September of 1960.   
[bookmark: _Int_Ko7mFg1F]Pakistan had to build their nation amidst ongoing crises. Therefore, one of Pakistan's main concerns post-independence was the defence of its borders. These concerns emerged in the context of the many social and political upheavals that were taking place. They were now occupying a playing field with other regional actors, each fighting for their own place on the world stage. They were faced with the constant threat of war with India whose government was not pleased about the partition and refused to acknowledge their new status as an independent nation. Pakistan’s vulnerability was magnified by their comparatively small population which was threatened by annihilation from India’s significantly larger populace. India’s constant attacks on Pakistan made it difficult for them to establish a climate of peaceful coexistence which Mahatma Gandhi had been keen on establishing through his concept of satyagraha, but unfortunately never got to live to see to fruition. This also meant that meaningful commercial partnership between the two nations was hindered due to political and border tensions. Thus, Pakistan was forced to invest a lot of expenditure into national defence. This strategic move may be interpreted as a defensive strategy to combat domestic and foreign challenges/threats to their social security at the time. However, this also meant that other areas like health and education suffered gravely due to reduced resources being available. Consequently, Pakistan had a higher expenditure from its GDP allocated to national security/military spending when compared to India (Spiri, 2022). Pakistan was a far cry from the Islamic ideal that was perceived prior to its independence. When studying the nations on a parallel, it is quite clear that Pakistan's chances of developing on the world stage were just as promising as those of India and that Pakistan would have been a rival competitor to India’s economy if they had not been attacked so severely in the infancy of their independence. 
Neocolonialism and dependency: a theoretical framework for development 
[bookmark: _Int_KP9gRLma]The theory of dependency may explain why Pakistan’s economy is lagging behind when compared with India’s. Pakistan's immediate focus was to establish their national sovereignty and credibility in the international world, by developing international relations. “Pakistan’s weak economic and military position compelled it to make alliance with the western bloc to seek security against India’s hegemonistic designs” (Mah p. 101). Pakistan's governor general Muhammad Ali Jinnah began seeking to align Pakistan with other global players in an attempt to strengthen the security of Pakistan against India. He developed relations with the United States (U.S.)  and created a bilateral relationship with them where Pakistan would receive economic and military aid necessary to build their nation, from the U.S. in exchange for serving U.S interests (Theguardian, 2016). Pakistan was perceived as being ‘geo-strategically’ significant by the U.S. during the cold war, and they felt that Pakistan could play a vital role in the containment of communism (Ali, p. 124). Pakistan also joined the Baghdad Pact/CENTO and the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO) as a means of furthering U.S.  interests. However, Pakistan was becoming increasingly dependent on foreign aid, while India took a more self-dependent course despite receiving aid also.
 Foreign Aid: Blessing or Curse 
Pakistan sought the help of the IMF 12 times since 1988 while India only sought help once in 1991. $73 billion dollars in foreign aid was invested into Pakistan’s economy from 1960-2002 (Khan, & Ahmed, 2007). Pakistan's economic growth accelerated by 6% in comparison to the 4% growth of India from 1961-1980 with the aid (Weinbaum and Khurram, 2014). However, Pakistan’s reliance on foreign funding from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) for crisis lending and on China for aid and infrastructural development has saddled the country with massive debts (Ali, 2020). 
A game of musical chairs
Pakistan's history has been marked by political instability and economic difficulties since its formation in 1947 (Jalal, 2022). In a game of political musical chairs, seven different governments alternating between civilian, and military governed the country from 1988-1998 as opposed to India who was able to maintain steady democratic rule. For example, the imposition of martial law was imposed in 1958 by General Ayub Khan who declared himself president and was maintained until 1969. It was continued from 1969-1971 by General Yahya Khan. Political corruption strained the nation's economic development, and the resulting political tensions threw the nation into further disarray because they hampered the government’s ability to develop the nation (Gordan, 2022). These frequent changes to government and militaristic dictatorships proved counter-productive to Pakistan's economic development. Furthermore, the prolonged militaristic rule alienated the Bengali population exacerbating class tensions which increased the disparity between West and East Pakistan. Consequently, the nation of Pakistan was further disintegrated by the subsequent breakaway of East Pakistan who became the separate nation of Bangladesh following a civil war in 197. This division also stemmed from linguistic and economic differences which resulted social inequality, and disparities between poor and rich classes. The transitions from military to political leadership left Pakistan ‘mired in episodes of political turmoil and economic crisis’. (Rajiv Biswas as cited by Mazumdaru, 2017). Consequently, much needed reformation was postponed/delayed.
The change in trajectory: India surpasses Pakistan
In the first decade of their independence both countries experienced economic growth of 4% (Pakistan) and 3% (India) respectively (Hasan, Kemal and Naseem, 1997). India and Pakistan’s GDPs were almost identical in 1990, however by 2021 India’s GDP had surpassed Pakistan's by 50% (World Bank, 2022). Despite exceeding India’s growth in the 1980s Pakistan has fallen behind while India has emerged as one of the world’s largest economies. The differences in growth became divergent in the 1990s when India’s economy vaulted ahead of Pakistan. This lagging pace in economic development was because India had undertaken many reforms including trade regulations, protectionist policies, self-sufficiency and, import substitutions which Pakistan failed to do by engaging in liberal trade (Niaz, 2021). This integration of India’s economy into the global market helped India to break pace with Pakistan. In fact, India had lifted 271 million persons from poverty within a decade (Mccarthy, 2019).
The decline and stagnation in the growth of Pakistan’s economy also stemmed from external factors such as natural disasters. Pakistan was recently devastated by unprecedented and catastrophic flooding which gravely affected their human and economic development. A third of the country was submerged and millions displaced (WorldBank, 2022). Over 1500 lives were lost and another 12,00 injured. “Infrastructure across Pakistan was crippled: thousands of kilometers of road and hundreds of bridges were destroyed, as well as almost two million homes.” (WorldBank, 2022). The flooding also resulted in a health crisis for over 8 million people. According to the World Bank critical economic adjustments will be delayed by the flooding and growth for the Financial Year 2023 is expected to be 2% (World Bank, 2022). The report also stated that inflation is projected to rise by 23% due to flood-related disruptions to agricultural production and high energy prices. The current account deficit was projected to fall from 4.6% of the current GDP in 2022 to 4.3% by 2023 due to disruptions to exports. The fiscal deficit is also expected to be narrowed marginally reflecting the depth of the negative impacts of the flood and the resulting expenditure needs (World Bank, 2022). “The PDNA Human Impact Assessment highlights that the national poverty rate may increase by 3.7 to 4.0 percentage, potentially pushing between 8.4 and 9.1 million more people below the poverty line.” (WorldBank, 2022). 
Additionally, the proliferation of extremist ideologies by terrorists had negative impacts on Pakistan’s economy. Their actions discouraged foreign investment and handicapped social reforms (Bano, Zhao, Ashfaq, Wang and Liu, 2019).  
Looking at the bigger picture, although the economic trajectories of India and Pakistan has evolved significantly differently over the decades, Pakistan still technically remains a jewel in the monarch's crown as they are part of the ‘commonwealth’. Despite their fluctuating economic, social and industrial development over the years Pakistan has made significant strides towards development and progress since its independence including: the development of new defensive weapons like nuclear bombs, a strong military and increased agricultural exports. However, the constant challenges and conflicts have overshadowed the country’s development. With the right aid Pakistan is projected to move into a upward trajectory. Therefore, on the world stage today Pakistan may still be regarded as a third-world country in some respects and despite some aspects of its economy being underdeveloped, Pakistan has seen overall economic improvement which means they may also be classified as developing. 
[bookmark: _Int_Ba0YhZ7t][bookmark: _Int_yiXlkzF5][bookmark: _Int_Dc0RlLcN][bookmark: _Int_ZX8u3oNI][bookmark: _Int_gmbQkUcc]To conclude when one critically examines the developments of Pakistan and India from a comparative lens it is clear that they have both achieved a lot of significant pre- and post-independence developments. Economically both countries have shown strengths and weaknesses in their policies and developments. While this year marks 75 years of independence for both nations it also ironically marks 75 years of divergent progress when studied comparatively. Pakistan is still within the brackets of a developing country, but it is not far behind India. The Muslims had achieved their goal of establishing an independent nation with a modern civilization within an Islamic framework. Therefore thir role in reviving the Islamic faith cannot be diminished or overlooked. Despite the challenges Pakistan has faced the current development of the country when compared to India is not significantly different. Their human development statistics are high despite having a moderate income. Also, despite the prolonged civil conflicts they faced, they achieved significant developments over the years.
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