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The objective of this dissertation is twofold. The dissertation aims at assessing whether:
· The possible scenario disclosed by the production of cultured meat is morally better than (or preferable to) the current business wherein animal meat is mainly produced through the factory farming system.
· The main objections based on ethical theories of animal welfare and of animal liberation succeed in proving that the production of cultured meat should not be accepted for the good of farm animals.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
Factory farming as an industrial system of meat production sparks serious ethical concerns, because it subjects billions of sentient animals to confinement, suffering, and premature death. Recently, cultured meat has emerged as a novel agrifood product made by cultivating animal stem cells in vitro without (or with far less) reliance on raising and slaughtering farm animals. However, despite its growing technological feasibility, the moral significance of cultured meat remains debated among scholars in animal ethics. 

· Supporters of cultured meat argue that this technology constitutes a promising solution to several moral problems with factory farming, since it may alleviate the suffering and killing of farm animals in the face of an increasing global demand for meat.

· Opponents of cultured meat contend that this technology reinforces anthropocentric prejudices based on a hierarchical relationship of dominion over animals, who keep being viewed instrumentally as food resources for human consumption.

This dissertation explores some moral issues with cultured meat at the intersection of animal ethics and food ethics. The central research question of this exploration asks: «Should we morally approve the production (and eventually consumption) of cultured meat over factory-farmed meat for the good of farm animals?». The preliminary answer to this question is a prudent «yes». This answer will be argued throughout the dissertation via a three-step argumentation:

1. Factory farming system is a moral disaster due to its massive adverse impacts on animal lives, not to mention those on natural environment and public health. Rare defences of this system seem logically too weak or pragmatically too cautious to justify the current industrial business of animal meat, whereas familiar alternatives (like plant-based substitutes or “humanely raised” meat) do not seem to suffice in providing global access to meat in the short-medium term.

2. Compared to factory farming, cultured meat appears as a morally preferable response to global food demand. If widely adopted, not only is it expected to significantly reduce animal harm and killing as well as environmental degradation, but it might also have the potential for strengthening a human-animal relationship on a cooperative, non-exploitative basis. However, doubts on its (presumed) unnaturalness should be addressed, since they might prevent consumers from adopting it.

3. The main ethical objections from theories of animal welfare (generally based upon animal sentience) and theories of animal liberation (usually grounded on animal rights) struggle to criticise cultured meat as a morally preferable substitute to factory-farmed meat. Nonetheless, those objections should not be underestimated while continuing to develop this technology. Thus, cultured meat might provide a bridge between the current animal meat industry and future scenarios wherein the food system is even more respectful of sentient animals, their bodies and lives.
This dissertation employs philosophical tools like conceptual analysis and arguments, which are formulated and discussed by reviewing the relevant literature since the early 2000s. Reading sources are mainly constituted by philosophy essays from university publishing houses and peer-reviewed articles available in philosophical journals (like Journal of Agricultural and Environmental Ethics, Journal of Animal Ethics, and Food Ethics). Also, articles in scientific journals will be used if empirical data on cultured meat production or consumer acceptance are required for the sake of argumentation.
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