Main weaknesses of Primary Source for 1000-word essay
For my essay I am discussing how political differences in East and West Berlin resulted in a breach of Human Rights. The main weakness of my main source is that it only focuses on freedom of movement by the Berlin Wall, but it does not focus on anything else such as the restriction to freedom of speech or the false imprisonment, or the torture, or the lack of trial, or anything else. “Policing a border means more than patrolling a strip of land; it involves controlling its hinterland and populace. The frontier is merely the state's outward manifestation” (page 2) As such, this source is only partially useful, because, although it does provide me with a huge amount of information, the information in itself is limited as it only focuses on one of the many topics. 
In addition to this, it is not the authors own personal account of what may have occurred in East Berlin, but rather it is a collection of information which the author has collected. Therefore, it is possible that some of the information may be inaccurate. However, there are a number of eyewitness accounts throughout the book from people who witnessed key events, and so this weakness is limited. An example of an eye witness account can be seen on page 58 when the author quotes an East Berliner who did not want to flee to the West – “The roots to my home were too strong for me to cut. And besides: why should I leave my familiar landscape and its inhabitants only because others laid claim to it?”
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