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ESSAY QUESTIONS: 994  WORDS 
ISLAM & FRENCH SECULARISM
Introduction
From the first Christians, in the beginning of Gregorian calendar, to roundups of Jewish / roundup’s Jews on the last century during Wordl War II, without forgetting to mention the protestant massacre during for the Saint Bartholomews Day on the sixteenth century, France has always tied an intricate relation with new religions and faiths in its territory.
French revolution of 1789 and the official declaration of the Rights of Man on the same year, were supposed to change the fact and to let everyone flourish in the creed and faith that he chooses, as long as it does not represent a threat for the nation, with respect to constitution.
[bookmark: _GoBack]And, since 1789, a new religion mainly appears in France with an important flow of migrant last century: Islam. Does the declaration of the Rights of Man changed something in the relationship between France and new religions?

1- The history of French secularism
de-Christianization is one of the used policy during the establishment of the new Republic in France, “You shall not succeed until you de-Christianize France” said Mirabeau in 1793[footnoteRef:1]. Under, the cover of secularism, French revolutionaries’ leaders started to erase all cultural symbols and principles of Christianity in the French society by persecuting priests who did not want to recognize republican law over the biblical one, closing hundreds of churches, changing names of streets with Christian overtone and even the daily calendar has been changed, replacing by this way  the disavowal of Christian saint worship[footnoteRef:2].  [1:   Jean Tulard, Joseph Fouché, 1998, p. 51]  [2:  Mona Ozouf, La fête révolutionnaire, 1976] 

This de-Christianization results many years later on the application of the famous “loi 1905” which rules and determine the clear separation between “the state and the church”. Before to be voted, this law caused a lot of discussion and divergence between the catholic right wing of the parliament and the atheist and anti-Catholic left one[footnoteRef:3]. The main question was to clearly determine the real scope of French secularism: is it the expression of total freedom of worship or is it the expression of willingness of promoting atheism and anti-religious positions. To slice between / make a decision on the two positions and to not let without even a the shadow of a doubt on the real ambition of this law, the socialist deputy Aristide Briand, one of the originators of this law, declared that this law was a loyal distinction between the State and religion and not a desire of “sticking a pistol on the church”. Since then, secularism is considered in France as the expression of the state neutrality and impartiality regarding religious issues and administration. [3:  Yves Lequin, Jean Baubérot, Histoire de la laïcité, 1994, p. 145] 


2- Not one but many “Islams”
Muslim community in France is very heterogeneous and diverse. This diversity is coming from first the different origins of Muslim inhabitants. Most of them are coming from North African (65%) but there are also a lot of West-Africa (9%) or Turkish (8,6%)[footnoteRef:4] and all these Muslim coming from so different regions have a different worship and conception of Islam.  [4:  Michèle Tribalat, L’islam en France,  p. 28.] 

There are also many schools of thoughts in France, Salafism for instance has been quadrupled during the last past ten years[footnoteRef:5]. This huge difference induces a big difficulty to organize the cult or to have normal dialogues exchange views between France institutions and Muslim community. This multitude and variety of Islamic trends tend to complexify the formal exchange between French Institutions and Muslim community in France. Also, these several visions of Islam have also a different way of living their religion in the same country. Some French Muslim affiliated to the Salafist movement want to clearly apply all their religious recommendations either they are visible or not. Some other movements will encourage their worshiper to use more discretion, allowing for instance women to wear discreet turban instead of hijabs. [5:  Institut Montaigne, la fabrique de l’Islamisme, Hicham el Karoui] 


3- The difficult equilibrium 
Islam and France are currently living an ambiguous relationship. On the first hand, some politicians and intellectuals blame Muslim Community in France of “Islamizing” the French Society and of imposing religious laws on the public sphere[footnoteRef:6]. It is asked from the Muslim community to make efforts in order to facilitate the nation “Integration” and the “vivre ensemble” (live together). In 2016, a survey reported that 30% of Muslims living in France considered the sharia as prior and overriding the French Republican Law[footnoteRef:7]. [6:  « 2007, année de l’islamisation de la France ? », Philippe Boulanger 2006/2 (Numéro 114), page 531]  [7:  https://www.bfmtv.com/societe/islam-francais-un-rapport-accablant-1038242.html] 

On the other side, some Muslim associations and leaders advocate for more civil rights and religious freedom in the same public sphere. They betray the coercive legal French context composed of several anti-religious laws on the last decades and want to struggle in order to live a better life. For instance, many cities leaded by far right parties refused to propose meal replacements for Muslim children : “it will be pork or nothing”. Even meals with only vegetables or fish were refused. During the last presidential campaign, Nicolas Sarkozy claimed “If a child do not eat pork, we will not provide him a meal replacement, if there is pork and fries to eat, give him a double ration of fries and no pork..”[footnoteRef:8]. [8:  https://www.bfmtv.com/politique/contre-les-menus-de-substitution-sarkozy-propose-la-double-ration-de-frites-1056866.html] 



4- Conclusion
Through the essay, we have seen that the story and relationship between Islam and France is very old and sometimes complex. Muslim community in France is in real need of structuring itself in order to allow Muslim citizens in France to live in peace and harmony. On the other side, French institutions try to hog these institutions in order to control the Muslim community there, they denounce the ambition of some Muslims to impose their religious principles and laws to the French Society. 
The challenge of the years to come will be to find an equilibrium between French vision of secularism and French Muslim Community expectations, a very difficult but not impossible challenge…
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