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KEY INFLUENCERS



Charles Darwin’s
theory of evolution informed Dewey’s 



view of education as an adaptive process



William James’s
pragmatism inspired Dewey’s emphasis on 



practical consequences of ideas



Hegelian philosophy
influenced Dewey’s holistic view of 



experience and knowledge



(Brodie, 2024) 
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4 PRINCIPLES OF PROGRESSIVE 
EDUCATION



LEARNING BY 
DOING 



DISCUSSION INTERACTION INTERDISCIPLINARY 



(Kosimov, 2023). 
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LEARNING BY DOING
‘EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING’



Individuals learn when actively engage in an experience/experiment



Knowledge is most meaningful when individuals discover it for 
themselves and can apply it to their lives 



People are more committed to learning when they can set their 
own goals and work towards them within a supportive structure.



(Ord, 2012)
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DISCUSSION



Discussion plays a key role in learning as it allows students take in the 
information given, rather than just receive it. The purpose of a discussion is to 
encourage students to think critically about the course content. Discussions 
encourage students to gain skills such as:



• Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving Skills
• Social Skills and Citizenship



• Reflection



(Cashin, 2011).
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INTERACT ION



D E W E Y  B E L I E V E D  I N  A  ‘ H A N D S  O N ’  
A P P R O A C H ,  E N C O U R A G I N G  C H I L D R E N  
T O  A C T I V E L Y  E N G A G E  W H I C H  A L L O W S  



T H E M  T O  L E A R N  B E T T E R .  



(Cloke, 2023)










INTE RACT ION

DEWEY BELIEVED IN A ‘HANDS ON’ 

APPROACH, ENCOURAGING CHILDREN 

TO ACTIVELY ENGAGE WHICH ALLOWS 

THEM TO LEARN BETTER. 

(Cloke, 2023)
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I N T E R D I S C I P L I N A R Y



“ … T H E  
D I S C I P L I N E S  
A R E  T H E  
P L A C E W H E R E  
W E  B E G I N , B U T  
N OT  W H E R E  W E  
E N D.”



(McCreedy, 2016a)
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HOW CAN JOHN DEWEY’S 
THEORY BE PL ANNED AND 
APPLIED TO FOUNDATION 
YEARS (3-5).  



• Traditional Classroom Setup



• Limited Student Choice



• John Dewey’s Approach



• Hands-On Learning



• Benefits of Hands-On Learning



(Main, 2023)  
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MAIN POINTS OF 
DEWEYS THEORY.



• Active learning



• Critical thinking



• Collaboration



• Inquiry



WHAT ARE THE 
IMPLICATIONS FOR 
THE FUTURE?



• Lack of empirical evidence



• Limited generalisability



• Subjective observations



(Brodie, 2024)
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I confirm that I have not used any AI tools in the research and creation of this 
assignment. I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated materials as 
my own work. I confirm I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources 
I used, which I may be asked to provide in evidence.
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JOHN DEWEY 
1859-1952
was an influential American philosopher, psychologist, and educator, 
widely regarded as one of the most important figures in the 
development of modern education and pragmatism (Gouinlock, 
2024).



Hargraves (2021) discuss John Dewey and how he believed 
education should be active and experience-based, focusing on 
critical thinking, problem-solving, and social skills. He argued that 
learning should connect to real life and promote democratic 
values, encouraging independence and collaboration.



(Gouinlock, 2024)
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