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INTRODUCTION
In this landscape characterisation the focus will be, as stated by the title, Talsarn in west Wales, more specifically Llanllyr. What makes this area of mid-west Wales such an interesting one is the rich history of it, which travels across the length of time, starting with the Mesolithic period just after the Ice Age and coming up all the way to 1970 with the noting of the nunnery that used to stand north-west of Llanllyr Mansion (Coflein, 2021). 
The reason that Llanllyr is the topic of discussion in this characterisation is because of a very recent excavation on Llanllyr farm conducted by volunteers and students at University of Wales Trinity St David. This dig was led by Martin Bates, Dr Ros Coard and Quentin Drew, with the purpose being to uncover evidence of human habitation dating to the Mesolithic period. Because of this excavation, it is important to understand the history and important characteristics of the site, which is the aim of this piece of work. 

LLANLLYR MANSION, TUDOR HOUSE AND NUNNERY
The Llanllyr mansion, Tudor house, nunnery and gardens are all interlinked in loose and direct terms. With their close proximity to each other regarding land, it is no surprise that they were heavy influences upon the other, with Coflein, 2021 stating that the mansion was “built to replace the earlier Tudor house”. This is a direct link between one characteristic of the landscape to another. 
Llanllyr mansion, which still stands today on the grounds of the farm, was constructed in 1826 (National Garden Scheme, 2024), almost two hundred years ago, which is around the same time that the gardens were laid. It is near impossible to find sources on the internet that discuss Llanllyr mansion alone, with those that do such as Coflein, 2021 only having an incredibly small summary of the building, preferring to present images taken over the years. All other sources I could find steered the topic of discussion almost immediately to the Llanllyr gardens or the nunnery. The same stands for the Tudor house, which unfortunately leaves this sections of those particular subjects rather short. 
The short report/article by Dyfed Archaeological Trust, 2024 regarding the nunnery gives a short but informative description of previous excavations held at the site, as well as the history of construction and demolition of the building. According to the online report, the nunnery was founded by Rhys ap Gruffudd in approximately 1180 AD, surviving up until the “late 18th – early 19th century”. Another article presented the statement that “... remains of a medieval nunnery that was turned into a Tudor mansion.” (Medievalist.net, 2024). This is a direct reference to the Tudor house mentioned in the previous paragraphs, and it is interesting because the report by Dyfed Archaeological Trust, 2024 makes no such claim of connection besides the word “mansion” being used several times, although there was no mention of the word Tudor. Some conflicting information that must be considered carefully. 
As for the famous Gardens of Llanllyr, every source page that was looked at for this characterisation had at least one sentence dedicated to them. The gardens are described with the statements, “Year-round appeal, interesting and unusual plants.” (National Garden Scheme, 2024). Both the gardens’ web page, National Garden Scheme, 2024, and a tourist information guide, Britain Express, (Unknown) says that the gardens have features such as water gardens and a shurb rose garden. Each online page describes beautiful plants and layout of the property, as well as short but descriptive descriptions of the history, which falls in line with the nunnery as that is where the gardens are located. 
The physical buildings and architectural features of Llanllyr, Talsarn are very prominent in its history and creation, yet there is also a seemingly persistent push in modern media to focus only on the gardens and their value as a tourist attraction, which in turn coincidently leaves the history of the mansion, Tudor house, and to some extent the nunnery, to be slowly discarded. 

MESOLITHIC LIVING
The history of the Mesolithic period at Llanllyr comes from excavations such as the recent one conducted by students at the University of Wales Trinity St David. There are no architectural finds such as walls or building foundations, but environmental evidence such as marsh patches that take up empty space between dry mounds. 
Archaeological evidence in the form of flint fragments on the dry mounds have led to the theories and conclusions that people were once living in the area. How was this conclusion made? Flint is not native to Wales, but instead Ireland, meaning that any flint found at Llanllyr was once collected from the west coastline; nowadays known as Ceredigion Bay; and brought inland. This evidence, coupled with the knowledge of the marsh areas, says that there was once a lake 11,800 – 6000 years ago where there is now reeds and grass, and it was this lake that the habitants of that area utilised to survive. 
The importance of this evidence and continuation of excavations in the future on this site is meassured by the knowledge it reveals. With each new flint piece that is found there is more information on how the hunter gatherers at the time lived and sustained themselves while living in the area of Llanllyr. 

CONCLUSION
As discussed and presented above, there is plenty of cultural and archaeological history at Llanllyr, Talsarn. With the gardens providing beautiful scenery to draw in tourists and locals alike, it gives people a chance to learn about the deeper history of the land if they so choose. Then when considering the knowledge of the Mesolithic period, it gives a very broad view of the landscape and just how much it has changed with time. 
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(aerial photograph of Llanllyr grounds. Coflein, 2021)
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(postcard image of Llanllyr mansion. Coflein, 2021)
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(aerial photograph of excavation of nunnery. Dyfed Archaeological Trust, 2024)
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