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1. Initial Reaction
What does the piece say to you?
How does it make you feel?
What are the themes and ideas?
Where is it set?
What is the mood/atmosphere?
Who is talking?
Who is with the character?
What is the character like?

2. Punctuation
What can you learn about the character from their punctuation? Short, rapid speech? Long drawn out speech? One word sentences? Lots of question marks? Lots of exclamation marks? No punctuation?

3. Emotion/Need/Want/Desire

Assign an emotion/want/need/desire to every single line – this will give you an insight into how a line should be said. What changes? When? Why? How? 


4. Blocking
Now stage the piece – sitting? Standing? Shuffling? Still? Eye contact? Are they talking to someone? Are they talking to the audience? Facts, opinions or thoughts and feelings?  Facial expressions? Gestures?
