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An Introduction to Radicalisations and the safeguarding procedures in place to protect vulnerable persons at risk of being radicalised

Introduction –
Over recent years, studies, journals and national media have adopted the word ‘radicalisation’ as a term to describe persons who go on to commit acts of terrorism. As a result of this practice, the definition of ‘radicalisation’ has been forgotten. Radicalisation has been defined as ‘The phenomenon of people embracing opinions, views and ideas which could lead to acts of terrorism’ (European Commission, 2006). Research suggests that persons who have been radicalised or are at risk of been radicalised are ‘home grown terrorists’ (Kundnani, 2012:54).  In 2012, Arun Kundnani published a journal article in which he stated that ‘The concept of radicalisation has led to the construction of Muslim populations as ‘suspect communities’ (Kundnani, 2012:54). Kundnani highlights that the concept of radicalisation has been labelled as a ‘signifier to the war on terror’ (Kundnani, 2012:54). 
This research will contribute towards the growing research in this area. Research suggests that although persons within the United Kingdom (UK) are being, or are at risk of being radicalised, there is a clear difference between radicalisation and terrorism. This research will build upon the existing literature in relation to radicalisation, and will further discuss how those at risk of being radicalised are eligible for early intervention and safeguarding through the Police and supporting agencies. The research carried out by organisations such as the New York Police Department (NYPD) and the National Counter Terrorism Office (NCTO) suggests that persons who are being, or are at risk of being radicalised experience a transformation stage. Although a person who is being radicalised might display a gradual change in behaviour, it can also happen quite quickly depending on the impact factors. Although the person may be going through changes, the literature suggests that radicalisation is a process, and there can be ‘entry points or times where it’s possible to intervene and support the person to choose a more positive pathway’ – (Actions Counters Terrorism, no date). 
Previous research relating to vulnerable persons at risk of being radicalised within the education sector discuss how radicalisation ‘represents a safeguarding or child protection risk’ – (Chisholm, Coulter & Public, 2017) as well as how ‘Universities are, and have been, regarded as potentially risky areas where students could be drawn into terrorism by active recruiters’ – (McGlynn & McDaid, 2019:2). The aim of this research is to further explore the procedures and processes in place in South Wales, and the UK in general to safeguard those at risk. This research aims to highlight the preventative measures that can be put in place when these persons at risk of being radicalised are identified.
In March 2017, the National Counter Terrorism Policing launched Action Counters Terrorism (ACT) which is a government scheme that asks citizens to report anything they deem suspicious via their online reports tab. Due to terrorism in the UK now more commonly discussed within the media and government, residents within the UK are being educated and urged to report anything ‘that could potentially be related to terrorism’ – (HM Government, 2017).  Research suggest that radicalisation is a process (NYPD, 2007) which can lead a person to commit offences related to terrorism. One of the aims of this research paper is to explore when agencies decide to intervene with persons at risk of being radicalised and how they report it.



Research Questions – 
Expanding on the discussions above, this research aims to further explore the meaning of radicalisation, and the process Police and supporting agencies engage in when they have concern for persons at risk of radicalisation. The research questions aim to investigate the following  
1. Meaning, Perception & Concept – What Police officers and non-police staff perceive radicalisation to be? What Police officers and non-police staff believe the definition of radicalisation is? 
2. Signs, Causes & Stages – Would Police officers and non-police staff be able to identify signs of radicalisation? Do Police officers and non-police staff understand what causes persons to become radicalised? At what point would Police officers and non-police staff consider reporting their concerns?
[bookmark: _GoBack]3. Report, Support & Safeguarding – Do Police officers and non-police staff know how to report their concerns? Do Police officers and non-police staff know what support is available? Do Police officers and non-police staff understand how a persons can be safeguarded as a result of their concerns?

Literature Review – 
A common theme evident in research relating to terrorism is ‘Radicalisation’. Webb (2017) suggests that numerous different factors could be considered as signs of radicalisation’. These signs could consist of ‘isolating themselves from family and friends, an inability to discuss their views, disrespectful attitude towards others and an increased level of anger’ – (NSPCC, no date). 
In 2007 following a number of assessments relating to radicalisation, the New York Police Department (NYPD) published a study titled ‘The Homegrown Threat’. Within the study, the NYPD and senior intelligence analysts came to the conclusion that ‘the radicalisation process is composed of four distinct phases’ – (NYPD, 2007). This study moves away from the ideology that a terrorist or a terrorist organisation would work actively to plan an attack, and focuses predominantly on where a terrorist begins and how they progress through a process of radicalisation.
The NYPD study suggests that individuals who are being radicalised are specifically hard to detect, especially in the early stages. The study highlights that ‘ordinary’ middle class university students in the UK are targeted by local extremists due to their ‘clean skins’, meaning that the ‘individuals are not on the law enforcement radar’ – (NYPD, 2007). The NYPD study focuses on the law enforcements interaction with individuals at risk of being radicalised. The aim of this research paper is to expand on the literature in this area, by exploring the interaction different supporting agencies also have with these individuals, and the support they can provide. 
Kundnani highlights that the concept of radicalisation has been labelled as a ‘signifier to the war on terror’ – (Kundnani, 2012). ‘Radicalisation’ is being used as a blanket term for terrorist organisations and their members within different previous studies relating to terrorism and extremism (Lynch, 2013; Awan & Blakemore, 2013; Staun & Veldhuis, 2009). The significant amount of research depicting this above idea may influence the readers’ perception of radicalisation, with readers’ perceiving that any person who has been radicalised is involved in terrorism or extremism. This research will develop on Kundnani’s (2012) work by exploring his topic that radicalisation has inherited a number of assumptions when discussed. Kundnani’s research will influence this research to support his work.  
Counter terrorism policing is a national priority and works alongside partner agencies in order to obtain ‘information and evidence to thwart terrorist planning and help bring perpetrators to justice‘ (National Police Chief’s Council, 2021). Channel Panel and Prevent are Home Office committees which are made up of many organisations such as Police, schools, local authority and hospitals, ‘who tackle radicalisation in all communities regardless of their ideology’ – (Home Office, 2019). Highlighted by Charlotte Heath-Kelly, having prior knowledge and understanding of radicalisation ‘provides a counterfactual to terrorism-enabling governmental interventions in its supposed production’ – (Heath-Kelly, 2013:394). Expanding on Heath-Kelly’s work, this research aims to further explore the role support agencies play in disrupting future terrorists by early engagement and from having a good understanding and prior knowledge of radicalisation. 

Methodology – 
The ‘increased online presence of jihadists has raised the possibility of individuals being radicalised via the Internet’ (Awan, 2007:76), and as a result more persons may be at risk of becoming victims of radicalisation via online platforms.  Now that restrictions within the UK are easing following the Covid-19 outbreak, more and more agencies are in a position to carry out home visits with vulnerable persons instead of making contact via telephone and email. This research aims to benefit those working in organisations and support agencies who interact with vulnerable persons by discussing key components of radicalisation and raising their awareness of the signs and causes of radicalisation.  The target audience for this research will be individuals who work in education, housing, health care and emergency service settings. These individual agencies have been chosen to participate as they are key workers who not only engage with persons in the public, but also in a personal environment such as homes.
The questionnaire adopted will aim to include approximately 10 persons from each organisation/agency who have worked on the front line prior to and throughout the Covid-19 pandemic. Participant’s occupation, organisational role and policy procedures will be a valuable component in identifying how different organisations and agencies approach vulnerable persons and how they raise concern for individuals. There will be a specific focus on what each organisation/agency consider to be signs of radicalisation depending on their work approach. Each organisation chosen for this questionnaire have been carefully chosen as participants due their unique training when engaging and safeguarding individuals who raise concern.
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