For several decades, the war on drugs has been a major problem in the United Kingdom, with severe societal consequences. The campaign began in the 1980s with the goal of lowering drug usage and drug-related crime in the United Kingdom. However, the drug war has been chastised for its severe social consequences, such as mass imprisonment, racial inequities, and poor efficacy in reducing drug usage. This paper will look at the history of the drug war in the United Kingdom with links to the United States and other countries around the world. Having a look at the  influence on society, and the reasons for and against its continuance, with looking at what the government is doing currently and whether it actually works to combat the war on drugs.
The belief that some substances are immoral, and the war on drugs that stems from this perspective, are ideological; that is, they can be described by a power configuration leading to the imposition of a set of ideas that give some interests the illusion of being universal (Guess, 2008). It is not a natural or unavoidable circumstance that the intake of certain substances, such as coffee or alcohol, is generally tolerated, if not promoted, while the usage of others, such as amphetamines or cannabis, appears to justify stigma and punishment. It is only through the influence of strong historical players who benefited from the promotion of this idea that it has become so broadly accepted (Mallea, 2014), and any gains from a punitive approach to drugs are far from universally shared. Without a persistent exercise of power, as is most evident in the execution of punitive drug laws, the incoherence of these differences, as well as the lack of good results from drug criminalization, would be more obvious to people subject to that power.
The war on drugs is a complex and multifaceted policy that has been the subject of much debate and controversy. While some argue that the policy has been effective in reducing drug use and drug-related crime, others argue that it has been ineffective and has had negative consequences (Cohen et al, 2022). The policy has its origins in the 1970s, and it has been a major part of drug policy in the UK and US ever since. Through this presentation, we hope to provide a comprehensive overview of the war on drugs, including its history, current policies, criticisms, and alternatives. Our goal is to help you understand the issues surrounding the war on drugs and to encourage you to think critically about drug policy and its impact on society (Cohen et al, 2022).

Advocates may claim that it lessens the harm done to those who are penalised by preventing them from using narcotics in the future. However, there is no strong evidence to support this claim, and even incarceration is not a reliable deterrent, without more than one in every four offenders in the UK reporting drug use while in prison. Regardless, statistics from the United Kingdom show that the majority of people who use illegal drugs do so seldom, and since risk accumulates, intake and harm appear to be linked (Fischer et al, 1997; Bellis et al, 2015; Marmot et al, 2010).
When it comes to the war on drugs it is vital for different countries to work together to ensure that they can fight the battle of drugs and decrease the cases of people using and people dying from the drugs they take. The drug problem is a big problem for many countries around the world, the United Kingdom alone has the highest level of drug dependency in Europe, according to Reuter and Stevens (2007) 
The War on Drugs has failed to fulfil its stated goal of reducing local street-level drug activity: the price of drugs on the street remains low, and drugs are widely available. Baum (1996), Bertram et al (1996), Grey (2010), Tonry (1994a) Specific techniques, such as crack house raids and crackdowns, have been reviewed and found to have modest effects on drug availability, deteriorate fast, and may shift drug activity to other places whilst increasing drug-related violence. Sherman (1990), Sherman et al. (1995), and Werb et al. (2011) A substantial amount of research, however, has shown huge unforeseen, negative public health consequences of the War on Drugs' enforcement measures, particularly a higher likelihood of HIV transmission. Kerr et al. 2005; Cooper et al. 2005; Maher & Dixon, 1999).
There is growing political and scholarly support for countries to follow Portugal's lead and decriminalise drug possession for personal use. The United Nations Chief Executives Board for Coordination (Nations,2019), a 2019 UK House of Commons Select Committee Among the recommendations are those on Drug Policy (commons, 2019). fortunately appears to be little impetus for reform in the United Kingdom now. Although decriminalising being in possession of drugs is an advance in the right direction, it fails to address the challenges connected with the criminal drug industry's chaotic structure. Legal regulation of all substances would be more uniform, not only with the method taken with already legal drugs like alcohol and tobacco, but also with potentially dangerous things like refined sugar and equipment.  This is not to argue that current regulatory frameworks for legal products are infallible, and studies on economic determinants of health highlights the significance of tackling regulatory concerns with prudence (McKee, 2018). It is difficult to envision an era in which all substances are legally regulated; however, the possibility becomes more enticing when one takes into account that substance replacement and heroin-assisted treatment are essentially highly regulated drug markets with compelling evidence that they reduce damage to both people and wider society as acquisitive crime decreases (Hickman et al, 2018; Ferri et al, 2011).
Everyone knows of someone who has been involved in drugs whether that is someone who takes them, sells them or has been in an environment in which drugs are involved. It is known that people who take drugs range from the ages of 16-50. According to National Statistics (Jones, 2022) approximately 9.2% of adults aged 16-59 and 18.6% of adults aged 16-24 reported drug use in the United Kingdom at the end of June 2022.  However, because of the COVID-19 pandemic there was a decrease in the is of class A drugs such as ecstasy, this is because of the restriction of the government (Jones, 2022). It is believed that people who take drugs or supply drugs are seen as are seen as low lives or criminal. But in many cases people who take drugs to it because of addiction and will do anything to get their next fix.
The war on drugs has been controversial since its inception, with critics arguing that it has been ineffective and has had negative consequences. Critics argue that the policy has failed to reduce drug use and drug-related crime, and that it has had a number of unintended consequences, such as increased incarceration rates, increased drug-related violence, and increased health risks associated with drug use. Despite these criticisms, the war on drugs has remained a major part of drug policy in both the UK and US.

In conclusion, drug policy reform is an important step in addressing the harms associated with drug use, but it is not enough on its own. Addressing the root causes of drug use, providing effective drug education, expanding access to drug treatment, and implementing harm reduction strategies are all important tools for reducing the harms associated with drug use and creating healthier and more resilient communities. Community-based approaches to drug policy can help to engage communities in the development and implementation of drug policy, and empower them to take action to address drug-related harms. By working together to implement these strategies, we can reduce the harms associated with drug use, and create a more just and equitable society for everyone.
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