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Introduction 
The assignment is a video presentation to the governors and parents in regards to a new intervention that will be placed in schools to further the progression of the children.  The video presentation will be formally presented to board.  The assignment in addition to the video presentation will have an evidence file full of information to support the intervention.  The file will consist of a full background of information about the school chosen and the school development plan (SDP) which will show key priorities in relation to the intervention.  To add there will be a mind map which will show progression of thinking, with an overall result of where the chosen intervention came from.  Next the intervention will be explained in detail and be supported by theories.  The theories discussed will be Urie Bronfenbrenner and Bowlby’s and Ainsworth attachment theory.  There will also be government documents, charities and polices such as: Welsh Government, Estyn and also the Well-being of the Future Generations Act (Wales) to show the evidence of how well the intervention could work in school.  In addition to this there will challenges and benefits of this intervention show wider knowledge.  There will be summary of the findings to come to an overall conclusion and drawing upon key points that have been raised.  Following on to this the intervention will show it could be adapted in the future to enable progression of the school and other schools.  The school work collaboratively with other schools to raise this standard.  









School Information
The school is located in the city of Swansea it caters for pupils between three and eleven years old.  The school currently has 420 pupils on its roll and 50 members of staff.  The schools budget per child is £3337 and the attendance of the school is 94.3%.  The school’s location is in a socially deprived area with huge number of the parents unemployed.  The school building is newly built with very modern purpose to improve the children’s future onto further education.  It is designed to have a community feel with many places children can visit with just a short walk as the school is located in the centre of a community with plenty of resources such as libraries, community rooms and parks.  The school provides a range of community groups outside of school that groups can use the hall facilities, this will encourage children in school to participate in the groups one    the of the groups that use the school is an Irish Dancing School which many of the school children attend.  The school a priority to ensure the best education for its pupils with a particular focus on the relationship with the parents and families.  There is huge input to support the parents in supporting their child’s learning and development by encouraging parents to engage in school activities.  (See Appendix 1) An equally important of the school is the SDP as it discuss the important of the priorities that the school want to focus on achieving.
	Priority 
	Who?
	How?
	When?
	Cost
	Evidence

	Parental Engagement 

	The teacher will engage with parents and offer time for them to take part in their pupil’s development. 
People Involved:

Teacher
Parents
Children
	Greater parental awareness and involvement using the QR code for home work. 
The teachers send home a QR code home work to help parents and children with the task.  Weekly Homework club after school to involve parent and child. 
	Weekly afterschool and at the end of each topic for open classroom. 
	Some cost will come from the Pupil Development Grant (PDG)
Creating QR code is free some extra costing of resources such as printing. 









	We know this will be successful when parents are writing back in the comments and communicating with the class teacher more often.  Also, we will see an improvement from the child with their participating in activities. 



(See Appendix 2)
























Intervention 
The progression of the thinking for this intervention can be seen in the Mind Map as it shows different ideas that occurred leading to the overall intervention of Parental Engagement.  (See Appendix 3a & b) 

Welsh Government say that (2016) ‘Building home–school links through out of hours’ clubs, parenting classes, extended schools and outreach work can lead to improvements in completion of homework, learning behaviours and improved attendance’.  In addition on April 2014, the Welsh Government launched its ‘Education begins at Home’ initiative.  The campaign is for the parents to engage more in their child’s education and to access hard to reach parents.  Welsh Government proposed campaign using Facebook and Twitter to give parents some advice and support to help engage in education as social media is popular way of communication today. (Hathway, 2019) 

Estyn have also discussed that schools need to research and try different ways to find the most effective way to communicate with their parents.  This for the parents to understand the learning being taught and be more involved in their child’s education. (Estyn, 2018) In support of this Estyn (2019) have stated that ‘Many schools are embracing a growing range of ways to help break down barriers between school and home using digital apps’. 

[bookmark: _Hlk24445982]The intervention is to improve parental engagement with schools as it is seen to improve the children’s learning and well-being if the child has the support of their parent.  It also improves the relationship that parents have with the school and with their class teacher.  The intervention is a homework  QR Code to help parents to help their child with their homework, there will also be a club which will help support the children with their learning whilst involving their parents or guardians, this is to develop the confidence of the child help enable them to go onto further education.  In Wales, we have a high percentage of families living in poverty, this intervention will help break that cycle.  There are around 200,000 children are living in poverty in Wales. (Savethechildren, 2019)
As teachers, we need to respect the parents’ wishes and ensure we follow and provide children the knowledge of their rights.  As article 14 of United Nations Convention of the Right of the Child (UNCRC) states ‘Governments must respect
the rights and responsibilities of parents to guide their child as they grow up’. (The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)
Supporting the intervention is Article 18 which presents that 
‘Both parents share responsibility for bringing up their child and should always consider what is best for the child. Governments must support parents by creating support services for children and giving parents the help they need to raise their children’. (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2019)
The UNCRC is vital now in schools and is emphasised greatly to promote them to children so they have the knowledge what their rights are and can speak up if they are not being met.  Schools now do this through ‘Pupil Voice’ giving children the voice to be heard. 

This will involve the teacher setting specific homework tasks to the children depending on their ability the homework will be based on improving the child’s individual learning.  This will be done every Monday where the teacher will stick the homework in their homework book with an attached covering letter for the parents explaining what the homework is all about and the topic that the children are currently learning about.  At the bottom the covering letter to parents there will be a QR code which is the focus of the intervention as parents and children can scan using their electronic devices at home.  When scanned it will bring up a video of showing an explanation of the homework and how to complete it.  (See Appendix 4 with working QR code created) This will enable parents to engage in their child’s learning, it could also help some parents who are illiterate as they will be able to access this to help support their child as they can watch a video rather than struggling to read.  The club will enable the parents to come into the school to access resources that they may not have at home, the teacher will support the parents with anything they need, the teacher is just a facilitator.  Parents can ask the teacher questions if they have inquiries regarding their child’s learning.   Linking to the new curriculum framework of Professor Graham Donaldson ‘Successful Futures’. (Graham Donaldson, 2015)

The cost of this intervention will be funded by the Government as the schools will use the School Development Grant.  In addition, the school could also apply for the grant from the ‘The Sutton Trust’ who help support parental engagement. The Parental Engagement Fund (PEF) is a £1million fund, launched in 2014, managed by the Sutton Trust and funded by Esmée Fairbairn Foundation. (Sutton Trust, 2019) (See Appendix 5a & 5b)

To Conclude Estyn found that schools that promoted the importance of parental engagement generally improved the learning.  They found that involving grandparents and extended family member can help the child but also help the parents if they are working. (Estyn, 2009) (See Appendix 6) To finalise based on this finding from Estyn, in the future the school could adapt the intervention to include the grandparents and extended family members if the parents are unable to attend due to work commitments.  (See Appendix 7 for more detail of intervention)

Looking at background research the intervention is supported mainly by two theorists which are Urie Bronfenbrenner and Bowlby’s and Ainsworth attachment theory.  Looking at Psychologist Urie Bronfenbrenner he defined the notion of parental involvement at schools and other extracurricular activities on children’s development using his theory ‘Ecological Systems Theory of Development.  The theory has five sections with focus of the child in the middle and then each section creating a ring around the child.  The image below show how it looks.
[image: ]











Figure 1 - Bronfenbrenner's Ecological Systems Theory, (2010)



Each area or system around the child, shows the connections, rules and the importance of each of these roles on how they can strongly change the development of the child.  In the centre of the circle with the child is home, teachers, peers and adults with all these people supporting the child, then child feels confident in their learning as they have all these people supporting their learning.  
Everyone is part of the ‘eco system’ such as teachers, parents and also the caregiver, it is up to these individuals to gain knowledge of their very own growth and their learning this part of the individuals ‘mesosystem’. (Landon, 2014) For example looking at the intervention when parents and teachers communicate well and work together for sake of the child, the child will feel safer and engaged to the learning.  Sending homework home for the child that the parents can access to help support their child will benefit everyone in the end.  On the other hand, Bronfenbrenner (2009) himself suggest that the learning must be accessible to all.  Learners with conflicting interests can hinder the development of children.  This is supported by Darling (2007) who found that an example 
‘when the music teacher tells her student to practice at least one hour a day but mom and dad make a no music rule at home, conflicting influences hinder the child’s “mesosystem” and cause dysfunction to his/her overall development’.
In relation to the intervention if the homework given cannot be accessed at home and the parents are not on board the learning the child’s learning is fundamentally flawed as the child needs support from their parent and teacher working collaboratively, to ultimately have the same result which should benefit the learner/child.  This whole theory links and supports the intervention as parents have access to the work via a video link to help support their child’s learning.  As most parents have a phone now they can use the QR code to look at the explanation given.  Another theory supporting parental engagement in schools is Bowlby’s theory of attachment where he found that if the child had secure attachment with the parent the baby was more content with being left.  Later on, in the study they found that a secure attachment would later lead to children forming secure bonds with other adults in a positive way.   According to Lai and Carr (2018) ‘Research has indicated that throughout the lifespan individuals are capable of developing various context-specific (e.g., school-specific, sport-specific, community-specific’.  Supporting this theory is research found by National College for Teaching and Leadership (2014)
‘who have been neglected, or failed to form secure attachments with adults in their early years, exhibit a variety of behaviours at school and as teenagers’.

The are many benefits of parental engagement to support this intervention research showed that parental engagements with school improves the attendance of the children, research showed that children who have involved parents with their school work and attend school clubs have higher attendance record of those who have uninvolved parents. (Goodall and Montgomery, 2013) Vorhaus et al, (2010) agrees and support this as previously stated ‘Kids with Involved Parents Have Better Behaviour’ In regards to the intervention if the parents are involved in their child’s learning then the child’s behaviour will be good and the child will show understanding and control of their own behaviour. 
Another benefit of parental engagement is that the if the parent is involved then it improves their child’s social functioning as research draws upon finding that children with involved parents tend to have better peer interactions.  By the parents participating in this intervention then it will help the child during social interaction which in the future could lead to job and career prospects. (Harris, Andrew - Power and Goodhall, 2019) The main benefit of parental engagement is that there is evidence to support that the child’s mentality is better when the parents are involved, this has a tremendous impact on children today and the Government is focusing health and well-being. (Cripps and Zyromski, 2009) Linking to the new curriculum of ‘Successful Future’s where is an area for health and well-being to promote and become legal in school as part of the framework.  As Graham Donaldson mentions 
‘The title of the report, Successful Futures, signals the vital importance of schools to the future success and well-being of every child and young person in Wales and to the country as a whole’.
This is supported by the Welsh Government as they have suggested that ‘A society in which people’s physical and mental well-being is maximised and in which choices and behaviours that benefit future health is understood’.  (Welsh Government, 2016

On the other hand, there some challenges with parental engagement in schools; some of the challenges are time, most parents have to work and maintain the hours they work in order to support the family so sometimes it is not that they don’t bother attitude it’s just they can cannot get time off work.  Most parents do the best with what they have.  If there is some major issue in the family such as a bereavement, illness and family breakdown that requires the parents to work or have trouble financially. (Human and Hope Association, 2017)
Secondly some parents have had bad experiences at school so they become disengaged with the school as they do not feel welcomed.  Some parents have had bad experiences at school such bullying, violence and lack of support from the staff.  All of these aspects can lead to the parent having anxiety and they do not wish to go back to a school setting.  (O'Donoghue, 2014)
Thirdly some parents are illiterate and do not have the skills to help their child’s learning as they are unable too.  The parents may not feel they can talk to the teacher about the lack of literacy as they feel embarrassed and not knowing the system of how the schools runs.  Parents would also see this as a lack of sensitiveness from the school.  (Chakrabarty, 2019) As Jha (2019) proposed that ‘when the school does not care about the parental involvement in education, most of the student parents just don’t care, too’.  It is the job of the school to welcome and involve parents as much as possible.  
To overcome these challenges the intervention would be slowly working the parents as parents can engage in their child’s learning by using the QR code an not have to come into school if they feel anxious and also if the parents are illiterate they have access to a physical explanation to show them.  As for time parents can ask the school to involve grandparents and extend family members if they are unable to make it to the school for open classroom days. 
(See Appendix 8, 9, 10, 11 To show more detail on thinking process)

To evaluate I feel I did well at the research and coming to an idea of the intervention, I feel I used theory to support my intervention.  I feel my idea of the QR code used to explain homework will be inclusive for all and help to involve parents and hard to reach parents.  This module is very useful for my future career as I can see how my intervention can be used in a school and maybe adopted to suit a school, while looking at wider research and readings you have wider understanding and can use the knowledge gained from the readings into my future teaching.  On the other hand, I feel the challenges of this assignment is I found myself running out of time, not having enough time to do more research and reading to support the intervention, I feel I need to improve me time management skills and focus in more on one aspect, not being to broad.  Looking towards the next assignment I could plan more precisely to narrow down my findings and create an overview of the findings.  In regards to the Video presentation I feel I read well and was clear in making all the relevant point that I wanted to make, additionally I feel like I like I planned the script well and used the wider research to support my intervention.  (See Appendix 12 for full transcript) However, I feel like I could have sent more time creating the PowerPoint and it could have more creative if left enough time to change and edit it more.  


To conclude the essay discussed the importance of parental engagement in schools to conclude the findings it is paramount that schools work with parents to help the children progress further and raise attainment level.  The evidence found from Welsh Government and Estyn supports this way of communication as the research has shown that it works if done effectively.  Although schools will need to adapt the intervention to best suit them, as what works for one school may not work for another. 

Looking to the future if the intervention were to be adopted into schools then the schools would have to create a policy with rules and regulations so parents, teachers and children can sign so they understand the guidelines that they must follow.  The intervention would adopt to integrated extended families if parents are unable to attend due to work commitments.  The schools could put in a text service to notify parents of their child’s learning to prompt conversations about the learning at home, with this information parents are aware of the learning that happened in school so they have base to question and talk to their children.  The text message app could have interweaved with the homework that would be sent home on daily bases. 
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