Screenplay by Bethany Townsend
Logline for The Businessman
After a painful divorce with his wife Diana; Bill a recovering alcoholic is trying to reconnect with his two children when he discovers his ex-wife’s new boyfriend is not the classy businessman he seems to be.
Treatment 
Characters 
Bill - Is a man with a lot of issues surrounding substance abuse. He stole from his wife to buy alcohol which subsequently lead to a divorce. He is now 90 days sober and wants to have the same connection with his children that he used to have. He cares deeply about his family and is ashamed to have ever hurt them. He wants nothing more than to protect them. He is a very nonchalant person with a laidback attitude
Diana – Is Bill’s ex-wife. She cares a lot about her children which is why she chose to divorce Bill when he was an alcoholic. She just wants happiness and stability for her children which is why she opts to date Peter, a man with money and who seems normal enough. She still cares for Bill.
Daniel – Bill’s eldest son. He was hurt by his father’s substance abuse growing up but realizes how much his father does care for him and his brother. He is a teenager and still has mood swings, however.
Thomas – Bill’s youngest son. He is very shy and timid compared to Daniel. He relies on his parents for protection is sometimes intimidated by his dad somewhat brutish attitude.
Peter- Is the antagonist of the story. He is an alien who stole the body of a local businessman and is getting close with Bill’s family so he can kill them and allow his alien family to take their place. 
Opening scene
This first scene shows Bill at an AA meeting and how he really doesn’t want to be there or be sober. He is only doing so for his family. The tone is quite humorous as it’s the opposite of how people act at AA meetings.
Act 1
The first act is mainly focused on Bill visiting his family and getting a weird vibe from Peter. He then goes home and realizes that Peter isn’t who he says he is. There’s missing person by the name of Winston Jones who looks exactly like Peter.
Act 2
Bill follows Peter to his “home” and discovers that Peter is really an alien. He gets attack and manages to escape with a piece of paper. He tried to convince Diana but comes off as crazy and she doesn’t believe him. Daniel comes to his house and says he believes him.
Act 3
Bill and Daniel decide to go to Peters home and record him turning into an alien. They manage to do this, but Peter catches them and he’s really angry. They run away and Peter follows them. There’s a huge fight scene and Bill manages to kill Peter by pouring salt on him. 
Final scene
Turns out it wasn’t just Peter that was an alien. There are more of them coming down to attack Earth. Bill and family are now together and are ready to fight some more aliens.

Reflective essay for The Businessman
The idea for my screenplay happened whilst writing out random characters for an exercise in the Scriptwriting class. I started with the character “Bill” and initially wanted him to be a homeless drug addict. As the story progressed and with some more ideas from other people, I decided it would be best if he was a recovering alcoholic as it would be easier for the reader to like him. I also decided to not make him homeless for the point of the plot.
The main idea for making this a “sci-fi” movie was from Shaun of The Dead. I wanted to movie to seem normal at first like maybe a family drama. But then I wanted to introduce the fantasy aspect to make it more interesting. I still wanted it to seem plausible though, so I added humor and kept the characters down to earth. I also added in little details like missing people posters so that the alien reveal wouldn’t be so ridiculous. But the humor in the following scene helped make it seem a little more realistic and how normal people would react to the situation.
The idea to kill Peter with salt came from It’s Always Sunny In Philadelphia. They have a little gag on the show where they “salt the snail” who is a character in the show called “Gale the Snail”. I wanted it to be a little homage to the show, but it was also a funny way to kill of such a powerful character and made it humorous. Another homage in my script is the Bill’s dog “Ripley” named after the main character in Alien. I wanted this to also be a little clue for the audience to notice once the alien reveal had happened.
I wanted to name the movie “The Businessman” because that was all Peter knew about Winston Jones before he killed him and took his body. He didn’t know his interests or anything about his family. This leads into Peter becoming smarter with his next attack. He weaves his way into Bill’s family and tried to get to know his children and ex-wife. This is because when he does bring his own alien family down to Earth, they can take over not only the bodies of the family but also their entire lives without creating a missing persons case like many other aliens have failed to do.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The aliens eventually give up trying to sneakily weave their way into human society for protection and instead opt to invade the planet at the end of the movie. This is because Peter is not the alien to have been discovered and many of them have been killed by humans. This also allows for more movies to be made later on.


 

