Introduction          chapter 3 

The purpose of this dissertation project is to delve into varying topics of taser deployment such as controversies surrounding taser deployment, the health implications during and after taser deployment and how these incidents of taser deployment may affect the image of the police when viewed from public perception. By doing so, the branching overview of these topic areas will play a part in establishing any gaps in the research surrounding taser deployment and to determine whether taser deployment is ethically viable in the world of policing. 
 
Research Strategy       3.1 

In order to establish if taser deployment is ethically viable, a survey has been devised as a means of aiding any academic research previously conducted. This survey is conducted from a qualitative approach and will aim to ask participants various questions surrounding taser deployment as a means of gathering their personal views of the topic area. This survey approach has been chosen as it is an ideal approach of establishing a non-bias narrative by gathering the thoughts and views of taser deployment from those who are currently serving police officers, and those who are not. 

As previously mentioned, the survey has been structured as to ask neutral questions surrounding taser deployment that does not require participants to have any prior experience of being in the police service or experience with taser use. This will subsequently allow for research to identify how the thoughts and views of active police officers compares to that of the public. This survey has been distributed via social media and completed by 20 candidates whereby 10 of those are police officers and 10 are not which will enable fair and equal testing. 

This qualitative survey approach is great as it allows for simple questions to be asked which focuses on the topic area which will in turn identify trends in the answers provided by participants. These surveys are anonymous and as such it gives the participants confidence in answering honestly, enabling a greater sense emotion and morale compass to be analysed. In the contrary to this, the strength of this survey runs parallel to its weaknesses in that by opening a narrative through a non-bias survey, it can allow for a bias to be present whereby officers will instinctively answer in favour of taser use. Furthermore, those who do not have any prior experience in the police or experience using a taser, may not truly be able to answer some questions provided. 


Data Collection            3.2 

As mentioned previously, in order to gain a narrative overview surrounding the ethical use of taser, a qualitative survey approach has been conducted which looks to ask nine questions to twenty willing participants. For this research to be fair, the survey has been designed and distributed evenly to ten serving police officers and ten members of the public. The ten serving police officers has been selected randomly and all has varying levels of experience, skills, and length of service. The same basis has been applied to the members of the public whereby ten participants had all been selected on the basis that they are not serving members of the police. Each of these individuals varies differently in terms of personal characteristics from age, gender, and professional backgrounds.  

Data Analysis               3.3

This survey had been completed and distributed using a survey tool which incorporated a feature that allows the viewing and analysis of completed results. The way that these results are presented are in the form of pie charts that shows the percentages of answers provided. After these results had been reviewed and analysed, it was evident that varying themes began to emerge. Further analysis of these themes took into consideration any similarities as to whether participants answers were for or against taser use in establishing whether taser deployment is in fact ethical. For the purpose of identifying and explaining these themes, the answer will be correlated into a chart which will incorporate these findings alongside a description of the identified themes. 

Limitations and Potential Problems 3.4

When conducting this research, the goal was to gather the thoughts and views of participants as a means of establishing whether taser deployment is ethical when displayed through different perspectives and ideologies. The means of establishing this narrative through the use of a survey proved to be quite efficient due to the themes that began to emerge by asking simple yet direct questions. Due to the type of questions asked, it is not possible to determine whether the answers provided were trustworthy or reliable as these questions had been constructed as to gain the personal thoughts and views of each participant based on personal opinion and not on facts. 

Though the use of a survey proved to be quite efficient, it did however incorporate a limitation that may have negatively affected the development of this research. As mentioned previously, a survey creation tool was used to design, develop, and distribute these surveys, however, would only allow for a limited about of questions to be asked per survey. Had this limitation not been in place, further questions could have been asked surrounding age, gender and ethnicity of each participant which may have potentially swayed the narrative and themes in a different direction. With this information in mind, considerations could be made for further research tasks to be conducted as to establish a greater level of detail based on the information that was gathered during the initial survey. This further research could be in the form of an interview process that will incorporate fewer candidates than the survey, however establishing a greater insight of taser deployment from active police officers and members of the public. 

Upon further review of the results, it was found that there were few inaccuracies as to the number of answers given compared to the number of participants. This was only identified in one out of the nine questions and as such is unlikely to hinder the overall results and aim of this paper. 
