
A British and a German business manager have met at a conference, and the following 

conversation develops: 

 

German manager 

“It would be nice to discuss potential cooperation for a new distribution centre over dinner. 

Would you have time in the next few days?” 

 

British manager 

“I am really busy in the next few days. Sorry, but I can’t make any promises at the moment” 

 

A few days later the German manager calls the British manager 

“I am in London next week, shall we continue our discussion about the distribution centre?” 

 

British manager 

“I am afraid I am not available on that day. Maybe we could meet later in the year.” 

 

 

1. How do you think the German manager feels about these conversations? 

2. How do you think the British manager feels about these conversations? 

3. How could this have been changed to allow a more fruitful conversation? 


