What do manuscript traditions tells us? What don’t they tell us?

[bookmark: _GoBack]In this essay I will be discussing what manuscripts tells us about what life was like in the ancient world and what they do not tell us about what life was like in the ancient world. It will also include the reliability of manuscripts and whether we can trust what they say or not. A big problem with manuscripts is the constant writing and rewriting of them and the translating of them from the original language to the languages of the current day. This is a problem because it means there is likely to be mistakes within the rewritings and the translating. Translating manuscripts into different languages is a problem because languages will not always have the same phrases as each other so the translator will have to get it as close to the original as possible which could potentially alter the interpretation of what was originally written down. Even translating a manuscript from an older version of a language to a modern version of the same language can cause issues as languages are changing all the time. This means the more times the manuscripts are being rewritten the further away we are potentially getting from the original script and meaning of the piece.
