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Introduction
I am writing a field report about  Blaenavon town and the  Big Pitt heritage centre in Blaenavon, as a group we visited Blaenavon with the intentions of visiting the Ironworks, when we arrived the person who had the keys for ironworks was off ill, we  then took a walk into Blaenavon town with Ruth Taylor Davies and along the way we stopped at many historical sites and buildings, Blaenavon is a well known historical town of mining. below I will go into depth about my findings. We also went to the Heritage centre and the museum and learned about the history and the community of Blaenavon..
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We stopped here at St Peters church what a  beautiful building it was.
Ruth Taylor Davies explained to us that this church has many unique features some that can be seen, here is the Grave of Samuel Hopkins the Ironmaster himself in his unique tomb topped with iron. St Peters church also has iron door sills and window sills. This church was built in 1804 and still shows some of the work that the ironworkers had done.
This was intersting to hear about because this was also the meeting place for the church parish back in the 18th century altogether there was 18 places of worship in Blaenavon, when I was  stood looking at the tomb that was made from iron I realised just how important iron was and realised it was  a huge part of the community of Blaenavon. 
   
Ken Jones Memorial Statue and Information Board
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                                                     Here we found the Information 
                                                                            Board about a local Hero Ken                    
                                                                            Jones.I had heard of Ken Jones                      
                                                                            Before but  know learned who  
                                                                            He was and why? Ken became a 
                                                                            Local Sporting Hero when he 
(joanneg.t2018)                                                                                            played rugby on the wing of Newport and Wales, Kenon an olympic silver medal  in the wales relay team in the 1948 games in london.Ken was born in Blaenavon on december 30th 1921 and was brought up in his family home during the time the mining industry was in trouble and life became tough.                                   
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A chapel built in 1820 for the welsh language 
Even when the english language became strong 
In Blaenavon, Bethlehem church continues to 
Worship in welsh,they continued to worship in
Welsh untill the early 20s when they were 
Forced to worship in both languages. 
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During our visit to Blaenavon we went to the Workingmens hall museum where we greated by a older gentleman called Carl told us the story about how the miners  built the hall with a half pence everyweek from their pay.Now the hall is run by volunteers who offer there time to keep the museum alive they have shows and grand nights in the upstairs theatre hall.
Glyn also told us about the Stafforshire row, Staffordshire  row was a row of houses that were 4-5 deep and 2 story front houses and 1 story back houses, the two story houses were for the richer tenants and the 1 story for the poorer people (Carl volunteer workingmens hall 6th feb 2018) Some miners rented their houses from the ironmaster.
During the miners days they used to get paid in tali but they could only use tali in the tali shops which were owned by the owners of the mines/ironworks. The catch was the miners had to spend the tali there so they were paying back what they earn to their bosses and were working to survive not to become rich. 

Carl took us around the museum and showed us the huge theatre room upstairs.

Big Pitt National Coal Museum
The big pitt nation coal museum used to be a working mine from the 1880-1980.
Big pit was named the big pit because of its unusually large elliptical shaft.
When looking around the big pit we went into a room which had canary birds in and there was a chap named  “Bob” Bob told us about the torches  they use down the mine. Bob  let us feel how heavy they werea nd this was with the water emptied from them,toeches are charged for several hours and back in the mining days these torches were carried by children aged over 7 had to carry these with them. After talking to Bob he explained that some children at the age of 7 used to work down the mines sometimes with torrches or candles and sometimes in the dark and some kids if they were left in the dark had to attach there arm by string to a door and when the trams came along they would listen and use there hand attached to the string to open the door.

The Mine is now used for tours to the public and the big pit has lots of information open for anyone to look at and visit.
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Learning experiences during trip
[bookmark: _GoBack]On this trip I learned a whole load of facts which werevery intersting, I learned that Blaenavon really suffered with the mining crisis when they were forced to close, and the difference in lives they lived to what we are living now the thought of children aged 7 working down the mines is a sad thought, I have a seven year old andcould not imagine him working. Blaenavon once had 41 pubs during 1840-1850 and no longer have half the amount, since the trip I feel I need to know more about the history of  Blaenavon. This was a very intersting trip and seeing how volunteers are keeping the museum open with inside knowledge as well as well known knowledge. I wish we would of managed to see the ironworks but I will definetly go back. Overall it was a good day even though it was cold and snowing, the information  and people we had met were that intersting that we just kept going as a group. I have gained  more knowledge and about the mining days.
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