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Throughout this assignment I will be discussing the possible ad available strategies that are used in a specific UK curriculum that helps promote inclusion in a school setting. In this research carried out, you will find the importance of inclusion and the theories that help support this topic. Specific policy initiatives that support the curriculum chosen and the evaluation of these strategies that promote inclusion in my chosen curriculum. The curriculum I have chosen to research in depth is the Foundation Phase. I have chosen this topic because it is a broad topic that is interesting to explore and a vital part in children's lives as they make the jump into a routine in an unfamiliar setting.  there are some words and phrases that may be unfamiliar with the reader so I will explain the meaning of some, for example, Evans describes the meaning of Inclusion being: 
Inclusion is much more than special needs – it's also about helping the hard to reach, the gifted and talented, those with English as an additional language and much more depending on your area and its social and cultural diversity.
(Evans, 2007)
This quote emphasising on Inclusion gives the impression that the meaning of this phrase is strong. It is clear to gather that no matter the background of the child that every child deserves the same opportunity to succeed in education as everyone else. And this links to my topic of interest because for every child to have the same opportunity, they must be given the sense of inclusion and opportunity early on in their educational journeys. Highlighting the importance of inclusion in the foundation phase. 
Another phrase that may be unfamiliar to the reader is Diversity. This word Diversity can be identified in a range of different ways, “the fact of many different types of things or people being included in something. Diversity is also the mixture of races or religions that make up a group of people” (Cambridge, 2020). This quote indicates that Diversity can come under a range of different ways. It is evident why some children may find it difficult through diversity, again, this identifies the importance of inclusion, so children are not disadvantaged by Diversity.
It is evident that inclusion carries a huge amount of importance, but has the problem of Inclusion always impacted children in the Foundation Phase?




Asprey et Nash (2006) explains during that year that an estimation of 10% of UK School Population had problems that were health related that may affect their ability to learn and develop to their full potential. “There is an increasing number of young people with complex health needs surviving to school age” (Asprey et Nash, 2006). These statements give the impression from 2006 that many pupils with health-related problems struggled with their ability to learn. And the worrying factor from these quotes is that these numbers were at 10% of pupils and increasing. This highlights the importance of inclusion because for all children to learn effectively, strategies need to be put in place to allow these children with health problems the same chance at education as the other 90% of pupils. 
The strategies put in place by the school proved to not be as effective as the school would have hoped for, Asprey et Nash explain:
Many parents expressed the view that staff at mainstream schools and colleges should be more aware of their child’s medical condition or, at the very least, should understand the symptoms sufficiently to provide appropriate care. Other parents described inadequate communication between teachers and themselves, and sometimes between teachers and outside agencies, such as health personnel, who would have been a valuable source of information and understanding.
(Asprey et Nash, 2006)
Above is clear evidence that the implications that were put in place for these children with health problems did not help them in their education. The fact that some parents felt that teachers did not understand the problems some of the children have emphasises the teacher’s inability to help the children develop to the level they are able to. With the lack of knowledge from teachers about children with disabilities will be difficult to be inclusive on a teacher’s behalf. It is vital that teachers are knowledgeable about inclusion. because this is rising problem from this year. and this is emphasised by Mencap 2019:




· 351,000 children with a learning disability (0-17) with a learning disability in the UK.
· 16,000 children with a learning disability (0-17) with a learning disability in Wales.
· 118,000 children with a learning disability (0-5) with a learning disability in the UK.
· 5,000 children with a learning disability (0-5) with a learning disability in Wales.
(Mencap, 2019)
These statistics are a clear indication that the problem from 2006 have not gone away and are continuing to grow. With such large numbers over the whole of the UK and in Wales especially, it is important that there are strategies and implications in place to aid Inclusion and give all children the same chance to succeed within education. 
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This image above also highlights the importance for schools to emphasis on inclusion especially for children with disabilities, as it states that 1.5 million people have a learning difficulty in the UK. With these statistics and facts about children with disabilities in the UK showing that this is a problem that cannot go under the radar, it is evident that Inclusion in education is crucial for all children to get a fair chance at succeeding. 




Inclusion is important in a Foundation Phase setting for several ways. Willis (2009) implies that children with disabilities who receive services to aid their learning difficulty, such as speech and language therapy, benefit more when these settings are places in a natural environment with their peers. This emphasises a valid point into how inclusion can play a vital role in education because if a child is learning in an environment with their peers under the supervision they need, it gives the child the impression that they do not need the extra help and are included within the classroom. This also cancels out the diversity between children in the classroom.  Willis also continues to mention that:
Ongoing research has shown that embedding instruction and therapeutic services within the framework of natural environments is both beneficial to the child and cost effective to a setting. However, just placing a child with special needs in a setting with his peers does not ensure that “meaningful” inclusion will take place 
(Willis, 2009)
These valid points also highlight the fact that inclusion taking place in a school setting can not only be important to a child’s learning, it can be beneficial to a school. Not only does the child learn better through this by being included ij the classroom, it is cost effective for schools. Meaning that schools would not have to pay extra money to pay specialist staff to take children with learning difficulties out of the classroom for extra learning. Although Inclusion shows its importance to schools, MacBeath highlights that it can hit schools financially hard and that is where some schools may not be able to give meaningful inclusion to their environment.  MacBeath et al (2005) explains that the cost is heavy to schools to employ and pay Learning Support Assistants (LSA), being 15 hours allowance by local authorities and is claimed that only buys one half of an LSA. This statement by MacBeath gives a clear indication of how some schools may not be able to give the full package of inclusion in the school environment. With schools having to pay out money by each LSA they employ, they may not fit the needs of the school that may require more LSA to aid the number of children they have with learning difficulties.   
Inclusion is also vital for students who have a low income or have just moved to the school. Being moved to the school new can be a difficult time for students and it is vital inclusion is played to make the pupil feel comfortable and able to succeed to their potential. 
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(Guibourg et Jeavans, 2018)

This graph produced by the BBC highlights the importance of Inclusion. The income of a household has a knock-on effect for a child. As it is evident that households with lower household income can be 14.7% more likely of mental illness. And this in turn affects a child’s education as they would then need additional support in school. This source comes from 2018, implying that this is a problem in today's school life, inclusion is as important as ever before. To make sure all children are included in a fair education, the Welsh Foundation Phase Curriculum have a number of ways that the Government promote inclusion in schools.
The Welsh Government attempt to promote inclusion through the topic of Personal and Social Development, Well-Being and Cultural Diversity Area of Learning in the Foundation Phase:
Personal and Social Development, Well-being and Cultural Diversity is at the heart of the Foundation Phase and children’s skills are developed across all Areas of Learning through participation in experiential learning activities indoors and outdoors. Children learn about themselves, their relationships with other children and adults both within and beyond the family. They are encouraged to develop their self-esteem, their personal beliefs and moral values. 



They develop an understanding that others have differing needs, abilities, beliefs and views. The Foundation Phase supports the cultural identity of all children, to celebrate different cultures and help children recognise and gain a positive awareness of their own and other cultures. Positive attitudes should be developed to enable children to become increasingly aware of, and appreciate the value of, the diversity of cultures and languages that exist in a multicultural Wales. They should become increasingly aware of the traditions and celebrations that are important aspects of the cultures within Wales.
Motivation and commitment to learning is encouraged, as children begin to understand their own potential and capabilities. Children are supported in becoming confident, competent and independent thinkers and learners. They develop an awareness of their environment and learn about the diversity of people who live and work there. Positive attitudes for enjoying and caring for their environment are fostered.
As their self-identity develops, children begin to express their feelings and to empathise with others. They experience challenges that extend their learning.
(Welsh Government, 2015)
The statement from the welsh government emphasis on social inclusion when they explain their support for “understanding that others have differing needs, abilities, beliefs and views”. This shows good practise of inclusion as it allows children early on to understand that some children have differing views and it is vital to respect those views of backgrounds whatever they may be. This would make inclusion easier for students just moving into a new school setting with a different ethnic background. This theory of work would also stop the theory of diversity as they would treat all students as the same, no matter their learning ability or background. 
A key point that the Welsh Government include in their Curriculum for the Foundation Phase is that they the children should and will become aware of the traditions and celebrations of differing cultures within Wales through their learning. This is also an important point to include for students with different cultural beliefs and makes all children aware of the differences and that we should celebrate all. One strategy that can be used to support this idea of an Inclusive Ethos and Culture promoting effective pupil participation is presented by Hafod Primary School. 
Estyn (2020) emphasis that there are 15 different languages spoken in this Primary School in the centre of Swansea. There are around 30% of pupils that are eligible. for free school meals with that being higher than the average nationally of 19%. 


“There is a very strong emphasis on celebrating difference and diversity through the curriculum, assemblies and the very colourful displays, which celebrate and enhance pupils’ learning.  All pupils have equal access to the life and work of the school and leaders achieve this through clear policies, which show how the school engages pupils and the local community.  Teachers and support staff promote the respect of everyone particularly well” (Estyn, 2020). These strategies used by Hafod Primary School indicate good practise of inclusion. This is shown through their determination to ensure all diversities and differences are celebrated within the school. This creates a more togetherness within the school community bringing together all the children and their different beliefs. The fact that there are 15 different languages spoken between the school imply that this primary school celebrate all. The strategy of creating colourful displays and school assemblies are two ways that the school enhance the inclusion because involving thew whole school together creates involvement to all pupils and removes the sense of diversity and cultural differences that some pupils may have. Creating an inclusive atmosphere and environment for all children within. 
Another strategy that schools are persuaded to use in their teaching is the close reference of the United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). “The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, or UNCRC, is the basis of all of UNICEF's work. It is the most complete statement of children’s rights ever produced and is the most widely ratified international human rights treaty in history” (UNICEF, 2020). This right gives all children the rights as a human. The Welsh Government highlight the main pats of these rights that children deserve, especially in the Foundation Phase:
The UNCRC can be summarised into seven core aims which seek to ensure that all children and young people:
· Have a flying start in life
· Have a comprehensive range of education and learning opportunities
· Enjoy the best possible health and are free from abuse, victimisation and exploitation
· Have access to play, leisure, sporting and cultural activities
· Are listened to, treated with respect, and have their race and cultural identity recognised
· Have a safe home and a community which supports physical and emotional well-being
· Are not disadvantaged by poverty.
(Welsh Government, 2016)


These bullet points outlined by the Welsh government are set out as the seven core aims in wales. These seven core aims should all be worked towards when teaching in the foundation phase to ensure all children have equal rights and inclusion is evident in doing so. The core aim of “flying start” is evidently important to the process of inclusion in schools. This is because if the child is to have a “flying start” and inclusion is not an issue in school, pupils around them will accept differences and beliefs, allowing inclusion to take place as the child will feel comfortable for the rest of their academic lives. 
Schools in Wales within the Foundation Phase attempt to include social inclusion in their environment by emphasising on the importance of inclusion. The Welsh Government (2016) recognise that it is vitally important to a child’s learning that a good nutrition is at hand to aid the children’s learning. “It has committed to providing a free healthy breakfast to all pupils in maintained primary schools in Wales. Provision of free breakfasts for primary school children began in September 2004. Now, under the School Standards and Organisation (Wales) Act 2013, local authorities have a duty to ensure that the provision of primary school free breakfasts continues5. Schools not already operating a free breakfast club may request the provision, in writing, from their local authority, which must then usually provide it after 90 days” (Welsh Government, 2016).
This is recognised as good practice as it allows all children to be included to free school meals if they so desired to. This in turn, links back to my earlier point of the household income. Some families may be forced to give their children minimum food in school because of the income. And with the introduction of the Free School Meals Act, this includes all children giving them a healthy nutrition.
The Welsh Government also attempt to help inclusion in schools by using different strategies to help the difficulty of transitions from primary to secondary school. It is argued that “The Welsh Government recognises that the transition from primary to secondary school can lead to loss of progression in learning and to pupil disengagement. Since 2008 primary and secondary schools have been required to work together to develop transition plans for pupils transferring schools” (Welsh Government, 2016). Government guidelines attempt doing this by including transition days for year 5 and 6 pupils to try doing different subject whilst still in primary schools. This promotes good inclusion as it gives a taster for students of what to expect when they make the transition and gives them a chance to make new friends too, enabling the transition from primary to secondary to more child friendly and smooth.


In conclusion, through the research that has been gathered it is evident that there are a lot of good practise in promoting good inclusive education in schools. The schools in Wales promote highly that there are differences in children whether it be learning difficulties or cultural backgrounds. But they try their best to form ideas to include every child to get the best out their learning, this was shown in Hafod Primary Schools ideas. Although these are some of the highlighted topics, there are still a range of ways these policies and be developed and improved to make sure children are included and  get the best out of their education, these may be improved further in the new Welsh Curriculum that will be introduced in 2022 by Graham Donaldson. 
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