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Delight in Disorder by Robert Herrick
Analysis 

The poem, Delight in Disorder, by Robert Herrick, appears portray joys of imperfections by this listing of women’s clothing as he subverts the conventions of Petrarchan type poems, which may perhaps be due to his association as a Cavalier poet who were known for their attraction to flamboyant clothing, partying and sex. This may also be reference by the sensual presentation of the apparent woman in the poem, which may have been influenced by the events of the Commonwealth and Restoration in which the poet lived through. Perhaps because Cavalier poets were known to support King Charles the First during the Civil War, who disapproved of the stricter rules and regulations adopted by the Puritans who opposed the rule of the monarchy. Furthermore, this poem may also present women as mere objects rather than individuals by the lack of voice or identity of the women in the poem. This dehumanisation of women in this poem may have also been influenced by the attituded towards women during that period, as women were often considered as second-class citizens to be seen and not heard, with very few rights in comparison to men.
     The presentation of the joys of imperfections is perhaps portrayed by the oxymoron “wild civility” as this contrast may suggest that something does not have to be perfect in order for it to be civilised. The connotations of “wild” may suggest that humanity does not have to conform to every social norm for it to be considered good, which may have been used to critique the Puritan ideals towards social and religious freedom. However, this may also be due to Herrick’s influence of being a member of the ‘Sons of Ben’, who were influenced by Ben Jonson’s poetic style as controversial and anti-government. Furthermore, the use of the water imagery “winning wave” may allude to how rivers and oceans can be considers spectacles of natural beauty despite its dangers, which may be how the persona views the women and the way she dresses in this poem. This may also be emphasised by these alliterations as it creates an almost lyrical tone, reinforcing this idea of beauty despite the unconventional imagery.
     On the other hand, this poem may also portray women as sensual beings by the use of fire imagery “kindles” as it connotes imagers of passion and love. This may suggest that it is because of the woman’s disordered clothing that stir these emotions of passion, however, this may also suggest a kind of danger that can be found in these emotions as “kindles” may also connote ideas of danger associated with fire imagery. This is perhaps reinforced by the water imagery “tempestuous petticoat” because this juxtaposition of water and fire imagery may symbolise the uncertain or dangerous nature of sensual women. Which may also be a reflection of the attitudes towards women during this time, as women were mainly considered attractive by their purity and gentile nature, which was reinforced heavily during the Commonwealth. However, these ideals seem to be subverted as the persona appears more attracted by this woman’s impure and sensual appearance, which is perhaps emphasised by the simile “more bewitch me than when art/ Is too precise” as the enjambment may suggest that it is the woman’s sensual nature that makes her perfect. 
     Furthermore, it could also be argued that women are dehumanised in the poem by the lack of identity or voice given to the woman in the poem. This is perhaps presented by the emphasis on the listing of the women’s clothing, as the enjambement “thrown/ Into a fine distraction” may suggest that the persona is unable to see past the clothing of the woman in front of him. The violent tone of “thrown” may reinforce this idea as this attraction to the woman’s appearance may be too overwhelming for the persona to take an interest in her identity. This may have also been inspired by Ben Jonson’s poetic style as he frequently uses comedic exaggeration and accurate depictions of men and women, which may have influenced the poet’s decision to exaggerate and place emphasis on the depictions of the women’s clothes in this poem.
     In conclusion, this poem both sensually objectifies and dehumanizes women, which may be more of a critique against the ruling religious and political parties during that time as this would have been a controversial towards the conventions towards women and lustrous behaviour. This perhaps reinforces the poem’s main message of the joys of imperfections as this emphasises how disorder is more pleasurable and attractive then order, emphasising the attractive nature of the human vice: greed. 

Commentary 
For my analysis of this poem, I have decided to go by what I have interpreted as the main themes and message of this poem and identify different literary techniques in order to support my arguments, which is further supported by context.
While I have researched different events, ideas and conventions that may have influenced the poet, I have only chosen to include those which may further support my argument, such as the attitudes towards women, the major events of Herrick’s life, and any poets and poetic styles which may have been exposed to Herrick.
I have also written this in an essay like structure in order to help breakdown my analysis and to try and make it more intelligible. 
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