Name of the person: Lindsay Grace

Discipline area: Game design, interactive media, experimental games, critical game studies

Proposed guest speaker statement:
Lindsay Grace is an American game designer, artist, and scholar whose work critically explores the cultural, political, and experiential dimensions of videogames. He is widely recognised for his contributions to experimental and “serious” games that challenge conventional entertainment-focused design, positioning games as tools for reflection, communication, and social inquiry. Grace is currently a Professor and Director of the American University Game Lab, and serves as Executive Director of the Higher Education Video Game Alliance (HEVGA).

His work aligns strongly with the aims of this conference, particularly in the categories of Innovative Methodologies, Immersive Imaginations, and Understanding Heritage as a Symbol of the Future. Through projects such as Bang, Bang, Bang!, Wait, and The Dead-in-Iraq, Grace demonstrates how interactive systems can translate complex cultural memory, loss, and ethical reflection into playable experiences. These approaches resonate with contemporary debates around nostalgia, future imaginaries, and the role of digital media in shaping cultural understanding.

Grace’s research and creative practice also offer valuable insight into how games can operate beyond disciplinary boundaries, integrating design, critical theory, and social engagement. This perspective is especially relevant to discussions on defining creative practice as a driver of change and understanding the future directions of creative industries in a global context, including China’s rapidly evolving digital culture. His presence would provide both critical and practical perspectives on how games can function as meaningful cultural communication systems rather than purely commercial products.

The speakers contact information:  
Professional
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ProfessorGrace/
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/lindsaygrace
Personal
Twitter: @Mindtoggle
Discord: Mindtoggle
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