Read what you can find on Concessionary Travel for Each of these Countries and compare and contrast your findings

Introduction
Concessionary Travel in its simplest form is a reduction in ticket prices or rates in regards to all main modes of transport. Concessionary travel is offered to many different social groups and organisations with varying reasons behind the award. This could be age related or membership to an organisation like the armed forces. 
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England
In England concessionary travel is awarded to varying groups utilising different modes of transport. There are two broad categories of people eligible for a statutory concession: men and women who have attained the state pension age for women and eligible disabled people (where no age limits apply). The break down for these are: 
Disabled persons Railcard – Holders receive 1/3 off the standard price of a rail fair across England. There is no time limit so can be used throughout the off and on peak timings. As an added benefit an accompanying adult will also receive 1/3 off their rail fare. 
A statutory bus concession for older and disabled people has been in place since 2001. This statutory concession is referred to as the English National Concessionary Travel Scheme (ENCTS). This scheme allows older and disabled people to travel anywhere in England in off peak hours. 
Mobility Scheme - provides an affordable, worry-free way for people with disabilities to lease a car, scooter or powered wheelchair in exchange for their mobility allowance.  

Wales
Wales like its other British linked countries also offer concessionary travel to certain verified members of society. The transport act 2000 requires travel concession authorities in Wales to issue a concessionary travel pass to any applicant resident in its area who qualifies, they must be aged 60 or over, disabled, or an injured member of the armed forces. The authorities must offer the concession to the members of society that meet the requirements and whose sole or principal residence is in the authority’s area. 
The implementation of the free buss pass is the welsh authorities answer to the concessionary travel question. This entitles the user to free travel on all local bus services within wales. This pass cannot be utilised in any other country or on coach services such as the National express or Megabus.  
The Welsh authorities have also implemented a scheme for young personnel (16 – 21) to lower the cost of travel. The My Travel Pass allows the holder to receive a 30% reduction in cost on the price of a bus fare. 
Concessionary travel is also accepted on the welsh railway sector. If you are a holder of a Concessionary travel pass this allows you to travel free on many of the train services provided. There is a caveat with this sector though, there are certain timings and services where free travel is not permitted, a full price or discounted ticket must be purchased. Information on the timings and routes relevant to the travel pass can be found of the Transport for Wales website. 

Scotland
Transport Scotland has put in to place plans to make travel as accessible and affordable as possible. To achieve this Concessionary travel is offered to certain groups. These groups consist of:
60+ and Disabled – national entitlement card allows this group to travel for free on local and long-distance bus services throughout Scotland. This is not restricted and can be used any time of day for any number of journeys. 
Ferry concessions - For the residents of the Western isles, Orkney and Shetland. National entitlement card allows for free bus travel and two free ferry trips to the mainland a year. 
Young Scot national entitlement card – anyone aged 16 – 18, or is a full-time volunteer under the age of 26 receive cheaper travel, 1/3 off on busses, up to 50% off on rail fares and free ferry journeys if you are a resident of one of the islands.  
Thistle Assistance Card – developed to make using public transport easier for older people and those with disability or an illness. Credit card size and makes the transport operator/ driver aware of your disability. 

There are also schemes in place that operate through all 3 countries. These schemes apply to the British armed forces. They allow any member of the Regular armed forces, reserve, or spouse of a serving member to apply for a HM Forces Rail card. The rail card allows the holder to save up to a third on rail travel. A Scheme has also been set up by TfL allowing ex service personnel to apply for a Veterans Oyster Photocard. This card gives the user the benefit of: 
· Free travel at any time on bus, Tube, tram, DLR, London Overground and TfL Rail
· Free travel on most National Rail services in London
· Discounted fares on the Emirates Air Line
· Discounted fares on River Services


In comparison, all three countries offer a competitive level of concessionary travel. The main customer for all three countries is the disabled audience. This is shown by the offerings form each country and the multiple elements of transport offered on the schemes for disabled users. Young people are also catered for in Scotland and Wales on buses and trains, but seem to fall by the wayside in England with no scheme offered on a national level. The scheme starts to differ slightly in Scotland with its offering, due to the geographical challenge faced by some of its citizens, travel within and back to the mainland is offered to those who live on islands, this prevents the citizens feeling ostracized. The final joint offering from all 3 comes in the form of the military concession. This is unformal across the countries and applies to the rail sector. 

Conclusion 
To conclude all three countries have invested great expense and effort in concessionary travel. This form or travel allows those selected members of public, an easier, cheaper way to access life amenities and gives the user freedom to travel. This is especially relevant to the disabled users who without concessionary travel would be geographically locked to their home location. 
