Linking Files and Documents
Before creating a link, make sure you understand how absolute, document-relative, and site root–relative paths work. You can create several types of links in a document:
· A link to another document or to a file, such as a graphic, movie, PDF, or sound file.
· A named anchor link, which jumps to a specific location in a document.
· An e‑mail link, which creates a new blank e‑mail message with the recipient’s address already filled in.
· Null and script links, which you use to attach behaviors to an object or to create a link that executes JavaScript code. 
You can use the Property inspector and the Point-To-File icon to create links from an image, an object, or text to another document or file.
Dreamweaver creates the links to other pages in your site using document-relative paths. You can also tell Dreamweaver to create new links using site root–relative paths.
Important: Always save a new file before creating a document-relative path; a document-relative path is not valid without a definite starting point. If you create a document-relative path before saving the file, Dreamweaver temporarily uses an absolute path beginning with file:// until the file is saved; when you save the file, Dreamweaver converts the file:// path to a relative path.

Link to documents using the Property inspector 
You can use the Property inspector’s folder icon or Link box to create links from an image, an object, or text to another document or file. 
1. Select text or an image in the Document window’s Design view. 
1. Open the Property inspector (Window > Properties) and do one of the following: 
· Click the folder icon to the right of the Link box to browse to and select a file.
The path to the linked document appears in the URL box. Use the Relative To pop‑up menu in the Select HTML File dialog box to make the path document-relative or root-relative, and then click Select. The type of path you select applies only to the current link. (You can change the default setting of the Relative To box for the site.)
· Type the path and filename of the document in the Link box.
To link to a document in your site, enter a document-relative or site root–relative path. To link to a document outside your site, enter an absolute path including the protocol (such as http://). You can use this approach to enter a link for a file that hasn’t been created yet.
1. From the Target pop‑up menu, select a location in which to open the document: 
· _blank loads the linked document in a new, unnamed browser window.
· _parent loads the linked document in the parent frame or parent window of the frame that contains the link. If the frame containing the link is not nested, then the linked document loads in the full browser window.
· _self loads the linked document in the same frame or window as the link. This target is the default, so you usually don’t have to specify it.
· _top loads the linked document in the full browser window, thereby removing all frames.
If all the links on your page will be set to the same target, you can specify this target once by selecting Insert > HTML > Head Tags > Base and selecting the target information. 

Link to documents using the Point-To-File icon 
1. Select text or an image in the Document window’s Design view. 
2. Create a link in one of two ways: 
· Drag the Point-To-File icon (target icon) at the right of the Link box in the Property inspector and point to a visible anchor in the current document, a visible anchor in another open document, an element that has a unique ID assigned to it, or a document in the Files panel.
· Shift-drag from the selection and point to a visible anchor in the current document, a visible anchor in another open document, an element that has a unique ID assigned to it, or a document in the Files panel.
· Note: You can link to another open document only if your documents are not maximized in the Document window. To tile documents, select Window > Cascade or Window > Tile. When you point to an open document, that document moves to the foreground of your screen while you are making your selection.

Add a link using the Hyperlink command 
The Hyperlink command lets you create a text link to an image, an object, or to another document or file.
1. Place the insertion point in the document where you want the link to appear. 
2. Do one of the following to display the Insert Hyperlink dialog box: 
· Select Insert > Hyperlink.
· In the Common category of the Insert panel, click the Hyperlink button.
3. Enter the text of the link and, after Link, the name of the file to link to (or click the folder icon to browse to the file). 
4. In the Target pop‑up menu, select the window in which the file should open or type its name. 
The names of all the frames you’ve named in the current document appear in the pop‑up list. If you specify a frame that doesn’t exist, the linked page opens in a new window that has the name you specified. You can also select from the following reserved target names:
· _blank loads the linked file into a new, unnamed browser window. 
· _parent loads the linked file into the parent frameset or window of the frame that contains the link. If the frame containing the link is not nested, the linked file loads into the full browser window.
· _self loads the linked file into the same frame or window as the link. This target is the default, so you usually don’t need to specify it.
· _top loads the linked file into the full browser window, thereby removing all frames.
5. In the Tab Index box, enter a number for the tab order. 
6. In the Title box, enter a title for the link. 
7. In the Access Key box, enter a keyboard equivalent (one letter) to select the link in the browser. 
8. Click OK. 

Link to a specific place in a document 
You can use the Property inspector to link to a particular section of a document by first creating named anchors. Named anchors let you set markers in a document, which are often placed at a specific topic or at the top of a document. You can then create links to these named anchors, which quickly take your visitor to the specified position.
Creating a link to a named anchor is a two-step process. First, you create a named anchor; then you create a link to the named anchor.
Note: You can’t place a named anchor in an absolutely-positioned element (AP element). 
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Create a named anchor
1. In the Document window’s Design view, place the insertion point where you want the named anchor. 
2. Do one of the following: 
· Select Insert > Named Anchor.
· Press Control+Alt+A (Windows) or Command+Option+A (Macintosh).
· In the Common category of the Insert panel, click the Named Anchor button.
3. In the Anchor Name box, type a name for the anchor, and click OK. (The anchor name can’t contain spaces). 
The anchor marker appears at the insertion point.
Note: If you do not see the anchor marker, select View > Visual Aids > Invisible Elements.
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Link to a named anchor
1. In the Document window’s Design view, select text or an image to create a link from. 
1. In the Link box of the Property inspector, type a number sign (#) and the name of the anchor. For example, to link to an anchor named “top” in the current document, type #top. To link to an anchor named “top” in a different document in the same folder, type filename.html#top. 
Note: Anchor names are case-sensitive.
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Link to a named anchor using the Point-To-File method
1. Open the document containing the named anchor. 
Note: If you don’t see the anchor, select View > Visual Aids > Invisible Elements to make it visible. 
1. In the Document window’s Design view, select text or an image you want to link from. (If this is another open document, you must switch to it.) 
1. Do one of the following: 
· Click the Point-To-File icon (target icon) to the right of the Link box in the Property inspector and drag it to the anchor you want to link to: either an anchor within the same document or an anchor in another open document.
· Shift-drag in the Document window from the selected text or image to the anchor you want to link to: either an anchor within the same document or an anchor in another open document.
· 
Create an e‑mail link 
An e‑mail link opens a new blank message window (using the mail program associated with the user’s browser) when clicked. In the e‑mail message window, the To box is automatically updated with the address specified in the e‑mail link.
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Create an e-mail link using the Insert Email Link command
1. In the Document window’s Design view, position the insertion point where you want the e-mail link to appear, or select the text or image you want to appear as the e-mail link. 
2. Do one of the following to insert the link: 
· Select Insert > Email Link.
· In the Common category of the Insert panel, click the Email Link button.
3. In the Text box, type or edit the body of the e-mail. 
4. In the Email box, type the e-mail address, then click OK. 
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Create an e‑mail link using the Property inspector
1. Select text or an image in the Document window’s Design view. 
2. In the Link box of the Property inspector, type mailto: followed by an e‑mail address. 
Do not type any spaces between the colon and the e‑mail address.
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Auto-populate the subject line of an e-mail
1. Create an e-mail link using the Property inspector as outlined above. 
2. In the Link box of the Property inspector, add ?subject= after the email, and type a subject after the equals sign. Do not type any spaces between the question mark and the end of the e-mail address. 
The complete entry would look as follows:
mailto:someone@yoursite.com?subject=Mail from Our Site
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