The common link between these two sources are that it involves the role of the women in the enlightenment period of the 1800’s. The primary source I have chosen is the vindication of the rights of women written by Mary Wollstonecraft which argues for the importance of education for women. My secondary source is an academic journal titled Educating new mothers: women and the enlightenment in Russia written by a woman called Carol S. Nash. Both of these sources focus their argument on the idea of educating women as it goes against enlightenment thought not allowing the equality of education. 
Mary Wollstonecraft wrote a vindication of the rights of women which was published in 1792. Wollstonecraft was an educated British woman as shown by Wollstonecraft’s abilities to translate French enlightenment works into English. She was well travelled, going to places such as Sweden, Norway and Denmark. She was also highly remarkable for her time by not following social norms such as having a child out of wedlock which is seen as acceptable in the present day. A vindication of the rights of women was written in 1792. This was significant as it was written during the time of enlightenment ideals but also due to a certain event that probably had significant influence not only on Wollstonecraft but also her writings.   This was the French revolution which started in 1789. Although Mary Wollstonecraft herself didn’t travel to Paris until 1792, this was where she witnessed the events of the French revolution. She did face some travel while in Paris but was saved by individuals believing she was married to captain Gilbert Imlay. This is interesting as even though Paris was undergoing so sort of enlightenment there were still social barricades in terms of gender.  
This essay was written as a response to a M. Talleyrand Perigod as stated by Mary Wollstonecraft herself in her first dedication in the essay. Perigod spoke to the national assembly in French against public education for women declaring ‘the paternal home is better for the education of women’. Mary Wollstonecraft took issue with Périgord’s speech as she believed in the equality of education between men and women. It could also be argued that this essay was written for women to persuade them the importance of education for women as an education will help them to teach their children. Also, to show them that having an education doesn’t stop them from their domestic duties as a woman in that time period. Furthermore, this essay has the possibility to not only educate women but men as well in order to persuade the mass population of the importance of education for women. 
The impact that the vindication of the rights of women had on the enlightenment was not as significant as some of the well-known scientists and philosophers such as Voltaire and john Locke but rather a little impact. It is one of the earliest works of feminist philosophers but her work was tarnished by her reputation as shown to the public in the works of the memoirs of the author of a vindication of the rights of women following her death in 1798. Furthermore, Mary Wollstonecraft’s essay has little impact of society today as she does not say with certainty that men and women are truly equal. Although to properly analyse her work we must realise that she and many others lived in a different time were there were certain ideals that were uphold in society and whilst these philosophers wrote about equality and freedom they did necessarily not practise it. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The vindication of the rights of women and the memoirs of the author of the vindication of women in a way contradicted itself but also made sense. Wollstonecraft’s life as descripted by her husband in the memoirs of the author of the vindication of the rights of women showed a side that most people wouldn’t expect, having a child out of wedlock and attempting suicide. However, in a way her life made sense in terms of her writings.  She led her life how she wanted regardless of society and in a way, it showed Mary Wollstonecraft following enlightenment ideals in how she interpreted them.
Although Mary Wollstonecraft argues that women should be educated it is not for the equality of women but rather to teach their children. She never argues that men and women are equal. This means that according to modern day feminists Wollstonecraft cannot be classed as one of the leading women in that movement. Although some have argued that her ideals do represent 1800 feminism as she is restricted to the social norms of her time period. Although she didn’t present the traditional view of women in her time as she was very well educated, well-travelled and lived her live mostly unmarried with children out of wedlock. 
Mary Wollstonecraft’s treatise on the vindication of the rights of women was written amidst the French revolution and therefore during the time of enlightenment thinking. As a result of this many of these enlightenment ideals are included in her works as it was hypercritical to not apply these ideals to woman as well. Although at the time there were lots of ideas that men and women were different in the way that they reasoned.
In Mary Wollstonecraft’s a vindication of the rights of women she writes ‘till more equality established in society, till ranks are confounded and women freed, we shall not see that dignified domestic happiness, the simple grandeur of which cannot be relished by ignorant or vitiated minds; nor will the important task of education ever be properly begun till the person of a women is no longer preferred to her mind.’ To me Mary Wollstonecraft is saying that even in an enlightened society there is still a lack of a movement with the interest of allowing women to gain an education equal to men. Women are slaves to their life without being enlightened and allowing them to be free by gaining the knowledge to live a happy domestic life.  
In conclusion this primary source, the vindication of the rights of women, written by Mary Wollstonecraft is an important academic aid in understanding the enlightenment period for a woman. She wrote to show the importance of an education for women, which she herself had received in a time where many enlightenment thinkers disagreed with the idea the education for men and women should be equal.
This secondary source is an academic journal Which is written for academics interested in the role of women during the enlightenment period in Russia. It is also written for women and men interested in how the role of women differed in Russia in the 1800’s. as a journal it is not published as a hard copy but it is relatively easy to access online.
It is written by a woman called Carol S. Nash. There is not much known about the author with the exception that she is an academic who has published works in the ‘history of education quarterly’. This journal was published in the autumn of 1981 by Cambridge university press. The time period around when this journal was published in 1981 does not seem to be impacted by any events in 1981. Therefore, there is no any real relevance to the date rather that this journal was published when the author had finished it. 
The title of this academic journal is educating new mothers; women and the enlightenment in Russia. From this we can make an educated guess that this journal is about the role of women and the role of enlightenment ideals in 18th century Russia. We can also make the assumption that this article will provide information about Catherine the great who was empress of Russia in the 18th century but also an enlightened despot, who was highly educated and a great advocate of enlightened thought. 
The strengths of this article are shown by a well set out article that clearly follows the aim of the discussion into the education of women in 18th century Russia. The article adds credibility by adding in other sources from the time period to aid her discussion into the enlightenment thought on the education of women. The article also seems to balance out the argument by showing both sides, those who agreed with the idea of educating women and those who didn’t. The weaknesses of this article are shown by in my interpretation focusing on the male writers such as Novikov and aristipp. This is only because the essay is titles educating new mothers and there was little discussion on women in Russia.  
The first sentence of this academic journal sets up the theme of the entire essay. ‘In Russia during the era of Catherine II (1762-1796), women's education was advocated as a means to reform family, social and civic life.’ What this is saying is that during the ‘enlightened’ rule of Catherine the great it encouraged enlightened thought in the means of education for women which would not only give them the same status of men but to also support the progress of the state. We know that Catherine the great was an advocate for the education of women by the knowledge of the founding of the Smolny institute for noble maidens. This was one of the first institutes for formal education of women in Russia. The Smolny institute was established by Catherine herself for girls of nobility and was under the personal patronage of not only Catherine but all Russian empresses until 1917. Catherine also founded the Novodevichii institute for daughters of commoners which showed that Catherine didn’t just believe in educating women of nobility but in educating all women regardless of social class. 
[bookmark: _Hlk526854588]The article goes on to included enlightenment thinker’s discussion on the role of women regarding their rights to education. For example, a man named Nikolay Ivanovich Novikov, a Russian writer was included as he was at the time writing about this issue. ‘The conversation makes it clear that Novikov was not advocating women's education as a path toward professionalism and independence, but as a spiritual undertaking intended to uplift feminine morals and improve the quality of Russian family life.’ Like most writers at the time they never fully believed in the equality of education between man and women. What Novikov is saying is that he believes women have the right to an education in the interest to improve the quality of life to her children. 
One of the main discussions in this journal article is about Catherine’s views of education for women and how they may have changed during here reign. For example, when the commission on public schools was established this may of changed the way Catherine saw the role of education for women.  Catherine’s aim when she first started advocating for women’s education was intellectual development by means of serious reading in preparation for an independent, active life. This had the purpose of creating equality between men and women by giving women a proper education on par to intellectual men. It also gives the idea that women would not longer have to be so dependent on the male figure in her life whether it would be her father or husband. However, after the reforms of the commission on public schools, some scholars have maintained that the purpose of women's education became narrower and more sex-role oriented. The education for women would not be intellectual development for an independent life but rather a fulfilled education to fashion a new breed of mothers. It was as Mary Wollstonecraft had written, that women should be education for the purpose of teaching her children and not about quality between sexes. It’s not that surprising that Catherine views had changed in such a way as she was known for saying one thing and doing another. Secondly, they may have been some pressure from her government. 
This academic journal also goes on to mention that women did have some value in terms of education that gave them dome sort of quality. This allowed them to influence decisions and, in a way, gave them some sort of status in their household. Mary Wollstonecraft writes ‘Women were valued for their social or moral influence, not their academic potential. This was the idea behind women's education and the germ of their role as teacher’. They were educated to support their husband and influence her children in an educated way with good social and moral values. 
 This journal article does have some significant academic worth when discussing women in the enlightenment period. It really does highlight that even though enlightenment thought is about equality for all, many enlightenment thinkers don’t even agree to equality in terms of education for both male and female. This is backed up by evidence which is discussed in the article. What this article concludes to that during 18th century Russia, the enlightenment ideals both advocated for the education of women but also limited it. 
In conclusion, the both sources were very similar despite being about two different people, one in England and one in Russia, one being a and one being an empress. These two women were pioneers in the advocation for education for women and that they should be educated to the same standards on men but they were not necessarily supportive of men and women being equal in general. Whilst Wollstonecraft goes to advocate for the right of an equal education for women she goes on to explain that this could never be successful without more support from the men in society. 
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