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Assess the impact on the development of psychological astrology of the work of Alan Leo 

Word count: 3046
This essay is a study of the impact of the work of Alan Leo on the development of psychological astrology. For the study of his work two main books were selected Astrology for All published in 1910 and Esoteric Astrology from 1913. In the beginning of this work a brief biography of Leo will be presented and then the study of Leo’s work and its consequent impact in the field of astrology will follow. The discussion will commence with Leo’s opinion about astrology and how it changed throughout his lifetime. Next Leo’s own influences will be pointed in order to understand where he found his ideas.  Afterward will be shown the innovative methods that Leo used to work and spread the knowledge of astrology. In the end a brief consideration will be presented about how Leo’s work was received amongst other astrologers.

Alan Leo was born in 1860 in Westminster.
 His father, an ex-soldier, left when he was nine years old and Leo was educated by his mother, a member of the Plymouth Brethren.
 Throughout his life Leo had many different jobs, having started working by the age of sixteen.
 In 1885 he was taught in the field of astrology by Dr Richardson.
 Three years later, in 1888, through the Astrologer magazine Leo met the astrologer Frederick Lacey, who introduced him to another astrologer, Walter Old, also called Sepharial.
 Old, in his turn, being a member of the Theosophical Society introduced it to Leo who became a member in 1890.
 In 1889 Leo and Lacey created a new magazine about astrology, the Astrologer’s Magazine, where they offered a horoscope to each new subscriber, but in 1894 Lacey left it.
 Leo met his wife because she asked for her free horoscope and arranged to meet him in person through a friend.
 In 1895 Leo married Bessie and in the same year the name of the magazine changed to Modern Astrology.
 In result of his success with the delineation of horoscopes, by the age of thirty eight, Leo left his other jobs and focused only on astrology and by the year of 1903 he had employed 9 people to work with him in the magazine.
 In 1909 the couple travelled to India where they met the headquarters of the Theosophical Society and the president of that time, Annie Besant.
 They visited India a second time in 1911 and in 1914 Leo was charged of being a fortune teller but, in the end, the case was dismissed.
 However, in 1917 Leo was summoned again and this time he lost the case and in that same year Leo died.

In the first issue of the first volume of the Astrologer’s Magazine, which dates from 1890, it is written that ‘Astrology is the science of predicting the events of the future from the positions and aspects of the heavenly bodies’.
 In this sentence astrology seems to be a way to reveal future events however, Leo appears to have adopted another way of approaching astrology. According to the words of Farnell, in the first issue of Modern Astrology, from 1895, Leo pointed that his purpose ’was to establish a more spiritual and psychological form of astrology, concentrating on the delineation of character rather than prediction’.
 Within five years there is a change in Leo’s approach to astrology and this transformation, from prediction to characterization, gave space for the development of psychological astrology. Moreover, Leo wrote, according to Curry’s citation of Leo, ‘it is not prediction, however accurate, that is needed at all’.
 Leo believed that each person was the ‘law unto himself’ and, in his words, ‘all our misfortunes are the result of imperfect knowledge’.
  Thus, for Leo, understanding the character of each person was a way to acknowledge and create destiny and, in fact, he wrote that ‘astrology teaches that Character is Destiny’.
 Likewise, ‘destiny is the result of our character’ and Leo considered that people ‘may rise superior to the directions of the horoscope’, if they would work out their limitations in the horoscope and thus, building up their destiny.
 Following Curry’s ideas this was a form to leave the ‘fatalism’ of the astrological prediction and add an ‘individual freedom and the ability to rise above one’s circumstances’.
 Leo also believed that ‘a man is neither wholly fated nor wholly free’ and that balance is connected with his knowledge about himself.
 So perhaps someone could actually overcome his limitations but it would be essential to have a true knowledge of his horoscope, as he wrote, in his book Esoteric Astrology, ‘the Wise man rules his Stars while the fool obeys them’.
 For Leo Astrology became a tool to study and truly understand a person’s character and through that knowledge choose the right path to follow, which would be in accord with each one’s character. His idea could be that knowing each one’s ruling stars was a form to freely follow the right way, instead of blindly being commanded by unknown energies. In any case, Leo’s definition of astrology fits on the definition of Curry which is based on the interpretation of ‘human or terrestrial meaning of the stars’ would it be future prediction or character delineation.
 Leo’s change in his definition of astrology, as written above, has occurred at least between 1890 and 1895 however, according to Curry, his will to change how people would deal with the science of astrology increased in his later years after he was presented in court, in 1914, for being a fortune teller, one activity which was forbidden at the time.
 Following Curry’s ideas Leo intended to retire from professional work but after the court case he wrote, as Curry cited, ‘I have now however no intention of retiring until I have done my best to free the science of Astrology from the taint of common fortune-telling’.
 Leo wanted to see astrology being used with a different objective, closer to the delineation of character, instead of prediction, and in his late years Leo assumed it as his life purpose.

Leo’s intent, as Curry cited from the Modern Astrology magazine from 1895, was ‘to modernise the ancient system of Astrology’.
 Through this declaration it seems that for Leo the ancient astrology was obsolete however, there is no reference, in Curry’s work, to what Leo considered as ancient astrology. In his book Astrology for All Leo forms the idea that the knowledge of astrology from the Chaldeans was lost and that it should be brought again, as he wrote ‘ for the first time since the glorious days of wise Chaldea an attempt is made in the present series to place before the world the true Chaldean system of astrology’.
 Considering these two positions they might seem quite opposite, from one side Leo wanted to modernise astrology and from the other he appealed for an ancient wisdom that had been lost. Leo also considered that the ancient knowledge from the Chaldeans started to get lost with the Greeks ‘until the roman period where astrology was only practise in his exoteric form’.
 Probably when Leo declared to be willing to modernise the ancient knowledge of astrology was referring to the Greek system and the system he wanted do reinstate was that of the Chaldeans. It is interesting to note that when Leo affirms that the Chaldean astrology was lost was when it got only used in his exoteric form in the roman period because, later in his life, Leo dedicated his studies to bring back esoteric astrology. Probably what Leo believed that was lost from the Chaldean wisdom was this esoteric part of astrology.  

In astrology ‘there are two aspects of this science: the exoteric and the esoteric’ wrote Leo in 1900 and he associated the first with ‘fatalism and fortune telling and the second with ‘the soul of the Science, its divine aspect’.
 In other words he considered esoteric astrology ‘concerned with man’s actions within’ and exoteric astrology the ‘man’s impulses prompted by the attractions that are without’.
 The distinction that Leo made between esoteric and exoteric astrology kept similar in both his books, being exoteric astrology connected with prediction and events related with exterior concretizations and esoteric astrology a way to enter inside each one’s character and soul. Leo does not exclude exoteric astrology but compares that to the study of the body without considering the soul as he also wrote that ‘physiology acquires a profounder meaning by the addition of psychology’.
 Leo accepted that exist two approaches when working with astrology even though, he believed that exoteric astrology alone was not enough to learn all that astrology could give. Also, he gave a great emphasis in the character delineation and in the importance attributed to the psychological aspect and not only with physical considerations.

In Leo’s books references to his sources are quite rare, but in Esoteric Astrology he alluded to theosophical texts and to Hindu astrology as some of his influences. For instance he cited the Secret Doctrine, a theosophical publication, and mentioned Hindu astrology several times.
 Even though, Leo did not mentioned who actually taught him that knowledge. In fact, in his book Esoteric Astrology he wrote that ‘at our present stage of astrological research, we have very little first-hand knowledge’ and that knowledge had been given by students of occultism.
 Leo assumed that the esoteric knowledge was not easily found and it seems that probably it was transmitted verbally without written sources. Lacey told that Leo read only a few books seriously in his early period of study, he would prefer to write and think, and apart from Raphael’s Guides regarding astrology, among those books were Isis Unveiled and The Secret Doctrine both from Helena Blavatsky, a prominent figure from the Theosophical society.
 Through his books it is possible to understand which lines of thought might have influenced Leo but there is no certainty about who transmitted them to him. Unless for the theosophical principles which Leo might had acknowledged through the work of Blavatsky.

Leo’s contact with the Theosophical Society came early when he was beginning to study astrology more seriously, through his acquaintance with Old, an astrologer also member of the society and belonging to the inner circle of Blavatsky.
 Blavatsky was one of the major figures of the Theosophical Society which she helped to fund in 1875.
 In the opinion of Kevin Tingay the Theosophical Society appeared in ‘response to the growing interest in occultism, Spiritualism and comparative religion’ from the late nineteenth century.
 The society’s original objective, as Tingay cited, was ‘to collect and diffuse a knowledge of the laws which govern the universe’.
 Esoteric astrology was for Leo ‘a revelation concerning the laws which guide the evolution of the world’, which is close to the theosophical thinking.
 The theosophical principles might have been very important in Leo’s esoteric astrology since both fields are occupied with trying to understand how the universe works. One example of the influence of theosophy in Leo’s work was the introduction of ideas as reincarnation and karma in astrology, which Leo considered the basis of the ‘science of the stars’
. These ideas, reincarnation and karma, were fundamental amongst theosophists, since they were, according to Curry, ‘central to Blavatsky theory of human evolution’.
 Leo brought to astrology some theosophical ideas and thoughts and his work was much influenced by what he learned as a theosophist.

Part of Leo’s influences from Hindu astrology would have come from the Theosophical Society since its headquarters moved to India in 1882.
 According to Tingay this transfer to India is not very clear but it brought the theosophists closer to Hinduism and Buddhism and since then their spirituality ‘was clearly rooted in eastern rather than western esoteric traditions’.
 The Theosophical Society soon was linked with the eastern thought and wisdom which influenced Leo’s ideas and lead him to visit India and to contact with another way of thinking and new approaches to astrology. Even though Leo received influences from Hindu astrology also through other sources. According to Lacey, he and Leo got to know an astrologer who translated to English, from the Sanskrit, books about Hindu astrology which they distributed in England.
 Also, in his visits to India Leo always tried to get in touch with Hindu astrologers to share and discuss his ideas. In fact, in his book, Esoteric Astrology, he begins acknowledging that ‘it was not until I had a second visit to India that I was able to obtain the clue to the central idea that could unify all my numerous thoughts upon the subject of Esoteric astrology’.
 Both theosophy and Hindu astrology were sources for the development of Leo’s thought. The theosophical society had since long time been part of Leo’s life and the eastern philosophy was also very close to the theosophists.

In Curry’s opinion with the practical work of Alan Leo ‘was born the first modern astrological business’.
 When Leo and Lacey begun their magazine, the Astrologer’s Magazine, they offered to each new annual subscriber a free horoscope with a brief delineation and, according to Lacey, they ‘were the pioneers of free horoscopes’. 
 Within some years the amount of work concerning the free horoscopes increased a lot and a fee had to be charged originating a professional work that, in the first place was not intended.
  Although Lacey and Leo might have been pioneers of free horoscopes the same cannot be said about the paid delineations. In fact, Lacey, when he first knew about astrology, was in contact with a magazine to which he asked for his horoscope in return of a fee. 
  The horoscope delineation by correspondence was already existent in other astrological magazines but its free offer in change of annual subscriptions might have actually been an innovation. Nonetheless the huge number of horoscopes being delineated, and its consequent amount of work, led to a relevant invention to the business, as Farnell called it, a horoscope production line.
 This new method of producing horoscopic delineations was pointed by Leo’s clerk, Harold Scrutton, who noticed that the delineations made by Leo to each specific planetary position were very ‘similar in style and matter’.
 Thus he proposed to produce one sheet alone for each position and use those necessary in casting the horoscopes.
 With this process the delineation of simple horoscopes was much faster and it could have been the foundation of the actual databases and systemns used in online websites. 

While casting horoscopes Leo also had the intent of teaching other people how to read their own horoscope, and be independent in that task.
 Actually that was one of the purposes of the Astrologer’s Magazine, where, from the first issue, lessons on how to cast and read a horoscope were given.
 As Farnell wrote ‘the most major influence of Leo was to make astrology accessible to the masses’.
 Casting free horoscopes and creating a production line to fasten their delineation were two innovations for the growing of the professional work and business of astrology. Willing to teach a major group of people could have contributed to make a social change by giving people knowledge and ways to be able to understand their own horoscope. 

Regarding Leo’s work Farnell adverted to do not ‘make the mistake of thinking that Leo’s approach to astrology was universally accepted in his lifetime’.
 According to both Curry and Farnell, Leo’s book Esoteric Astrology was not well accepted by all his colleagues.
 Curry wrote that Charles Carter, ‘one of Leo’s most loyal adherents’, said that the book was ‘a big volume containing virtually nothing worth reading’.
 As Farnell pointed there were other astrologers not engaged with theosophical ideas who considered that the work of Leo was exaggerated. Besides, even some astrologers from the Theosophical Society separated themselves from it as, according to Farnell, Old, and Lacey, who wrote himself that he lost interest in theosophical ideas.
 Leo was deeply connected and introduced theosophical ideas into astrology but that was not of general agreement among other astrologers from his time who did not follow, or even understood, Leo’s astrological concepts. Nevertheless, in Farnell’s opinion Leo’s work inspired other astrologers as Alice Bailey, who according to Tingay, was also a member of the Theosophical Society.
 Bailey probably developed her work in the same line as Leo, continuing spreading esoteric astrology.

To conclude, this discussion was concerned with the impact of the work of Alan Leo in psychological astrology and it was based mainly in two books from Leo, Astrology for All and Esoteric Astrology. The major impact from Leo’s work on astrology might have been the change from prediction to character delineation, instead of being only centred on future events Leo believed that most important was to truly understand each one’s nature. And that, probably, was an impulse for the development of psychological astrology. Leo also had the opinion that people could overcome their limitations trough the comprehension of their horoscope as he believed that character is destiny.  The study of esoteric astrology was central to Leo as he considered that astrology was being practised only in its exoteric aspect. He wanted to restore the ancient knowledge of the Chaldeans which he considered had been lost in the Roman period, where the emphasis only on exoteric astrology began. It might be that esoteric astrology was for Leo the lost ancient knowledge from the Chaldeans. In his books Leo showed that he was influenced by theosophical thoughts and Hindu astrology, since he was a member of the Theosophical Society and throughout his life had contacted with Hindu astrologers. However he does not mention exactly from whom he learned what he wrote. Regarding practical aspects Leo developed the professional work of astrology. First when delivering free horoscopes he made possible for many people to be aware of the astrological work. Plus, more revolutionary, was the invention of a system, with his clerk Scrutton, to create a production line for horoscope delineations, with individual texts for each planetary position. This invention might have been the ground for modern databases and delineation systems. The work of Leo was not consensual in his time and his association of astrology with theosophy was not accepted by all his colleagues. Yet, at the same time he introduced new ideas and different views of astrology that had served the development of astrology in the last century.
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