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(Image can be found on the portfolio link on the Moodle page).

After due consideration and researching which image from the portfolio options I would most like to use I have decided to choose the image that is featured above of Rochester Castle. What I intend on doing in this portfolio is explaining what I have come across during my research into the importance and significance of this castle and why it is significant to the Norman Conquest. I also intend on finding out why Rochester Castle was built. I would also like to research if the present structure resembles the original and whether there have been any changes made to the castle since it has been built.

[bookmark: _GoBack]To begin with I would like to refer to the book ‘The Castles and Abbeys of England’ in which the author William Beattie writes a brief description on how castles and Abbeys are seen in the times that he is writing and that they are merely monuments of the past, a building built some time in history that are standing to commemorate something or someone. After reading this I suppose this analysis on how these buildings are seen is true to modern times. However, one can only imagine what a statement it would have been at the time these historical buildings were being built. One thing that can certainly be said about the Normans is that they could certainly pride themselves on the numerous buildings that they built in England, and Rochester castle is a fine example of one of these structures. What I found out from the British Heritage website is that the castle was built by the Normans shortly after The Battle of Hastings and so it is dated back to the year 1066. Rochester castle would not be the only castle built by the Normans following their victory at Hastings, England would experience a project in castle building as C.N. Truman tells us in his article on Castles. Truman in his article explains that this interest in building castles came from “William the Conqueror”[footnoteRef:1] and I would imagine that this campaign would enable him to leave his mark in England’s lands as a symbol of the Norman conquest. What I also came across in Truman’s article that by building these castles the Normans expanded power over the English and it was vital that they should do this as they were outnumbered by the English at the time and wanted to avoid uprising, therefore felt the need to insert fear, this is the reason also that their structures are so large and eye catching. What one must also consider that this Castle could well have been built as a home for the Norman soldiers, as Truman points out they were strangers in a foreign land and therefore needed a safe place to live.  [1:  Truman. C, ‘Castles’, (11/10/18), Available: (https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/medieval-england/castles/), {Accessed 31/10/18}.] 


As far as the actual building goes the remains of which can be seen today was not how it would have originally looked, it would seem the castle is located “on the site of an old Roman settlement"[footnoteRef:2]. However, the first Norman structure was built of “timber and earthworks”[footnoteRef:3] and is said to have stood “in the south-west quadrant of the walled city, on land formerly belonging to the Bishop of Rochester”[footnoteRef:4], so as one can imagine from the photograph above it once looked very different. This wooden structure was not uncommon during the reign of the Normans, and the structure became known as “motte and bailey”[footnoteRef:5] castles. The advantage of building castles this way as I mentioned previously was to insert power throughout the land and one advantage would have been that it secured fortification as soon as possible. As well as this they were built on a moat and therefore surrounded and high enough to foresee any invaders, and as an extra bonus were easily repaired if there was any damage. Apparently, the stone structure which is visible today is said to have been built by “Gundulf, Bishop of Rochester”[footnoteRef:6] sometime during the “1080s”[footnoteRef:7], however the photograph above does not merely reflect his works. The “great keep”[footnoteRef:8] which is the largest and tallest of the towers in the photograph directly in the centre as I understand was built at a later stage. This section was built in “1127”[footnoteRef:9] as Ashbee tells us in his article. Also he tells us that it was the Archbishop of Canterbury that decided to build the keep after the castle was intrusted to him. The castle would have been a particularly strong fortress as it is sat on a bank which was surrounded by water at the time, therefore it is likely this was a strategic location as it dominated the river “Medway”[footnoteRef:10]. Although the photograph above does not depict this there are many photographs that show the castle towering over the water with the Cathedral in the background. The Cathedral is located at the base of Rochdale Castle and I would go as far to say that the architecture of the Cathedral is equally impressive. However, I believe the cathedral was standing at its location prior to the castle, therefore I believe the Normans may have been strategical in building the castle in its position not only because of the Medway but also due to the Cathedral. I believe that they were possibly trying to make a statement here, to the people of England that there stood two strongholds of power, the power of church and state. This reason is of great significance as it would have shown the people of England that here was the heart of the community and these strongholds were where the power laid as the Cathedral would also be seized by the Normans as the Cathedrals Plus website states. What I found out from the website is that the Norman’s altered sections of the Cathedral which can still be seen today and in “1130”[footnoteRef:11] it was then consecrated again as a Norman Cathedral, this securing the Norman power within the church. And going back to my previous point about both strongholds this only goes to prove that they were symbolizing they were here to stay with both buildings.   [2:  Brain. J, ‘Rochester Castle’, Available: (https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryMagazine/DestinationsUK/Rochester-Castle/), {Accessed 31/10/18}.]  [3:  Ashbee. J, ‘History of Rochester Castle’, (2008), Available: (https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/rochester-castle/history/research/), {Accessed 31/10/18}.]  [4:  Ashbee. J, ‘History of Rochester Castle’, (2008).]  [5:   Truman. C, ‘Castles’, (11/10/18), {Accessed 01/11/18}.]  [6:  Ashbee. J, ‘History of Rochester Castle’, (2008), {Accessed 01/11/18}.]  [7:  (ibid)]  [8:  (Ibid)]  [9:  (Ibid)]  [10:  BBC, ‘Rochester Castle’, (24/09/14), Available: (http://www.bbc.co.uk/kent/discover_kent/castles_houses/rochester.shtml), {Accessed 01/11/18}]  [11:  Cathedrals Plus, ‘Rochester Cathedral’, (2018), Available: (http://www.cathedralsplus.org.uk/index.php/front_end/member/52/about.html), {Accessed 01/11/18}.
] 


To conclude I would just like to refer to the significance of Rochester Castle. As I have previously mentioned grand Norman architecture was not something that was uncommonly seen during the conquest and it is still not uncommonly seen in modern times. However, there is one aspect of this castle which I would now like to refer to that I personally believe is of the upmost significance. It is possible to find on various sources that Rochester Castle was the first of the Norman Castles that was fortified by stone. This fact is extremely important when considering the Norman Conquest in England, it was the first big statement that they made following their victory in the battle of Hastings. What I am trying to say here is that the English population saw these foreigners building these numerous fortresses built from wood and probably got used to it and then suddenly they started building from stone. This in my opinion is statement and was the Normans way of showing they were here to stay, and they were in charge now. And therefore, I believe the once magnificent structure of Rochester Castle can make one realise how much history of the Norman’s invasion can be found in England and how strong the Norman conquest of England was.
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