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Journal Article 
Dr Barbara A. Olsen is an Aegean Prehistorian who specializes in Greek archaeology and history, she received her PhD in Classical Studies from Duke University. Olsen’s journal article provides the reader with a unique insight into the way women were viewed in the Aegean Bronze Age, by examining two different aspects of similar societal structures Olsen remains unbiased as to women’s place in both of these societies giving us a valuable contrast for the period with the result of Mycenaean mainland and Mycenaean Crete both placing women’s main role as mothers and caregivers. From administrative records, Olsen shows that both Crete and Mainland Greece took a segregated approach with “Men and women occupying different spheres”, in addition to this Olsen also utilises archaeological evidence to support the rationale of how women were viewed in society along with introducing the reader to the religious beliefs using mythology to convey how women were seen even from a place of religious significance. Throughout the article, Olesen separates the two constructions of gender stating that “Aegean societies share no standardised investment in depicting motherhood as women’s primary function”. This article is valuable for studying women’s place in the Aegean Bronze Age as it uses a great deal of different reliable sources in a comprehensive break down of the two different societies expectations of women. 
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Website Source 
Dr Christopher L.C.E Witcombe is an Art Historian who specializes in Prehistoric Art, Images of Women and Feminism, he received his PhD from Bryn Mawr College. Witcombe’s website entails 10 chapters studying women’s place in Aegean society with the primary focus being the Minoan Snake Goddess that he uses as a viewpoint to interpret women’s place in Aegean society via religious art, however, I have chosen to focus on chapter 10 titled “Women in Minoan culture”. Witcombe’s writing provides fresh insight into the way women were viewed in the Aegean Bronze Age, through the lens of religion Witcombe demonstrates “women occupied an important if not dominant position within religion”. By providing insight into women dominated religious practices Witcombe allows the reader to experience a different reflection of how women were more commonly viewed in Aegean society. In addition, Witcombe uses the Aghia Triadha sarcophagus as evidence to support the idea that women outnumbered men in the context of religious rituals. Witcombe includes a Fresco titled Toreador, by examining this archaeological evidence Witcombe argues that this sport demonstrates a great deal of “bravery, agility, and skill” such traits would most commonly be portrayed by men further supporting the fact women were placed on a more equal playing field than perhaps other cultures at the time. By examining archaeological evidence through this lens Witcombe allows the reader to take the same approach to other archaeological evidence for the Bronze period. 
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Edited Volume 
Cynthia Wright Shelmerdine is an American classicist and archaeologist,  She received a doctorate in classical philology from Harvard University. I have chosen to focus on 4 main pages of the edited volume titled “How Minoan Society Operated: Politics and Belief Systems” found in chapter 7. In these 4 pages, Wright poses a fair analysis for both men and women being the more powerful in terms of both religious beliefs as well as in the societal structure. The first argument that Wright puts forward is one supported by archaeological evidence in the form of a stone relief. This stone relief shows an “Important man” overseeing his workers which supports Wright’s further statement that “Minoan society was sex-segregated”. However, Wright gives the reader a balanced view on these power differentials by stating that both men and women are represented in positions of power but that power is expressed in different ways, on the other hand just because both men and women are represented as such does not mean that this was a true reflection for the society. Although Wright gives evidence that there are far fewer depictions of male deities. But the obvious power differentials in how human men and women are portrayed show that perhaps a more Patriarchal society at work. 
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Single Authored Text
[bookmark: _GoBack]Published by Stephanie Lynn Budin who received her PhD in Ancient History from the University of Pennsylvania this single-authored text titled “Images of Woman and Child from the Bronze Age: Reconsidering Fertility, Maternity, and Gender in the Ancient World” Is an incredibly detailed look into women’s roles in the Bronze age in Egypt, Levant and the Aegean as well as many others allowing the reader to experience women’s place in society from multiple viewpoints providing valuable insight into multiple cultures attitudes to gender. In the text, Budin dismantles concepts like sex and gender to give the reader an unhindered view of women and society in the bronze age stating that “The relationship between “biological” sex and “cultural” gender have been problematized in the past several decades by scholars. Not only this, however, Budin also continues to provide a unique insight into the archaeological evidence often used as evidence for this topic stating “Asexual figures were often coded female” Budin argues that by placing gender on these figures diminishes their cultural value for the period, for example  asexual figures may also indicate an engendered construction of power for that society. Such insights would be valuable to a scholar examining women in the Aegean Bronze Age as they would most likely be examining archaeological evidence like this. 
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