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Crime and Homelessness in Luton Borough
Introduction
In many countries across the globe, crime and homelessness are serious social challenges that cost governments a lot of money, pose a significant threat to public health and compromise public security. These challenges break down community life and erects avoidable social barriers, bringing shared morals and a sense of belonging into serious questioning. According to Stevens et al. (2021), nearly 280,000 people are recorded to be experiencing homelessness in England, a challenge that was adversely worsened by the Covid-19 pandemic. On the other hand, national statistics indicate that the overall crime rate in Luton was 95 crimes per 1,000 people, being nearly 18% higher than the average rate of the greater Bedfordshire region. The pandemic has had devastating impacts on lives on a global scale, and different parts of society have experienced the aforementioned impacts unequally. Homelessness and crime have been on the rise in the Luton borough following the pandemic, necessitating some research and social action aimed at tackling these issues at a fundamental level.
Reasons for Homelessness and crime rates in Luton
The economic downturn following the pandemic resulted in widespread unemployment and increased poverty contributed to an increase in the population of homeless individuals in the UK. Reports from England Shelter indicate that outside of London, Luton is the borough with the highest rate of homelessness, with one in every 66 people experiencing homelessness in the area. Stevens et al. (2021) explained that the Covid-9 pandemic caused many to lose their sources of income, and especially those who had short-term, irregular and informal employment had become more destitute. This resulted in people that were previously financially self-sufficient now requiring access to destitution support.
However, homelessness was already a problem long before the onset of Covid-19, and has been attributed to a few national, regional and local factors. Apart from unemployment, there are a few factors that contribute to more people becoming homeless in Luton borough. There is significant pressure on private renting, which results in eviction from privately rented homes as one of the main causes of homelessness. This is characterized by the presence of unfair evictions, short rental contracts and sky-high rental fees that collectively make people struggle to keep a roof over their heads (Watt & Minton, 2016, p. 210). Also, the Luton borough has a chronic shortage of social housing, brought about by a failure of successive governments to build enough social housing. The result of this insufficiency is that millions of people within different communities lack reliable access to secure, long-term homes whose rental rates they can afford.
Death and the breakdown of relationships between young people and their parents is a big cause of youth homelessness in the UK (Ross-Houle et al., 2017). This is because the young people involved have no relatives to turn to when their parents die, or when they experience an irreparable breakdown of relationships and are asked to leave home. A significant number of homeless individuals in the UK are refugees who arrived in the region unaccompanied by adults when fleeing persecution or violence in their own places of origin. Once granted asylum, many refugees find themselves with limited options in terms of housing, thus they end up on the streets and roam from one area into another. This explains why there are foreign homeless individuals on the streets of Luton town.

The emergence of the pandemic also intensified the crime rate within Luton borough. The Bedfordshire rate is nearly 70 per 1,000 residents, while in December of 2021 the crime rate in Luton increased to 95 per 1,000 residents. This indicates a growing social problem that ought to be addressed as soon as possible to improve the quality of life of the Luton borough residents. According to the Luton town police, the crime results from different incidents such as anti-social behavior, burglary, criminal damage, arson, possessions of weapons, violence and sexual offenses. Homelessness greatly contributes to the crime rate in Luton, since there is a higher likelihood of homeless individuals getting caught up in gang activity and burglary in an attempt to obtain some sustenance. 
Effects of crime and homelessness in Luton borough
Homeless people in the Luton Borough suffer exacerbated challenges such as food scarcity, reduced health and physical wellness, and worsened psychological health (Fetzer, Sen & Souza, 2019). Homelessness is firmly rooted in a lack of food, healthcare and affordable housing. Thus, homelessness costs the UK government millions of pounds in tax money to help this vulnerable community (Parsell & Marston, 2012). Considering that it is an avoidable issue, it costs society valuable time and resources that could alternatively be used to improve other aspects of life such as education, security, and information technology, all of which help to prepare well for the impending future. 
Homelessness generally contributes to the disruption of social order in the UK through destructive means such as gang violence, drug trade and other forms of criminal activity that interfere with the growth, development, and modernization of public amenities. Gang-related activity is particularly notorious since it traps many young people in a vicious cycle of poverty, incarceration, and homelessness (Petering, 2016, p. 74). This is because malicious actors and criminal gangs tend to target homeless and vulnerable individuals, entice them with free items like drugs and alcohol and entrap them with debts they expect to be promptly paid off. The result is that homeless individuals can be used to perpetrate crimes and be a general menace to law and order, adversely affecting their lives and those of other unsuspecting law-abiding citizens (Bramley & Fitzpatrick, 2018, p. 98).
Crime has similarly disadvantageous effects in the Luton borough. The residents of Luton borough experience physical ham including death, psychological and emotional damage, financial losses and restrictions in autonomy, access to information, freedom of movement and growth of fear in accessing areas of the locale (Wickramasekera et al., 2015). Crime in Luton also results in violation of privacy in terms of access to personal and confidential information or unauthorized entry to private property. The high level of crime in Luton has caused many people to become frightened both within and outside their homes, the surge in home insurance premiums and general increases in property prices. Furthermore, proprietors and homeowners find it more difficult to sell or rent out their properties. This results in a significant reduction of new businesses which may avoid the area entirely to minimize the risks accrued to their properties.
Therefore, the causes of crime and its effects in Luton borough are quite layered and complex. There are two main factors that are involved in criminal activity: the individual and their background, and the environment in which they try to make themselves a success. Crime is often viewed as a failure to understand the law and lacking a fundamental of respect for law. This includes not obeying laws such as local laws about running red lights or driving at high speeds. The way to prevent crime is not by punishing offenders but by changing behavior through education. The effects of crime in Luton borough within the UK are wide and varied. Due to this, effects can be far reaching, including an increase in the costs of repairing property and the cost of the criminal justice system as well as having a spurring effect on other sectors such as the social care sector. The economic consequences are also a problem for local businesses who suffer from shoplifters, robbery and burglary that directly affect the welfare of their businesses. Businesses in the UK are forced to pay billions of pounds each year due to crimes including fraud and shoplifting. Business crime cost Scotland more than £5 billion in 2015.
Thieves are increasingly looking to use the internet to conduct crimes as opposed to more conventional crimes like robbery. The basic goal of cybercrime is to steal sensitive data. Large sums of money can be stolen by thieves when they have access to this kind of information. A number of UK businesses, such as banks, insurance firms, and energy providers, have recently fallen prey to online criminality. At least one-third of all business-related crimes include an online component. The Scottish and UK governments have established specialized online crime units to combat cybercrime. Working alongside businesses, the Scottish Business Crime Centre aims to use the latest ICT security technology to catch internet thieves.
Both the Scottish and UK governments spend billions of pounds dealing with the consequences of crime. To do this, government must either increase taxes or spend more from the tax revenues they already collect. Therefore, if crime levels rise, there will be less money for other services such as education and healthcare. Crime also costs individuals through higher prices in shops for good and services. If businesses are losing money to crime, they pass this cost on to customers by increasing the prices of products and services they retail. 

Interventions for Crime and Homelessness in Luton
The UK government has made several publicized efforts and spent significant amounts of national and local resources to tackle the homelessness problem in the nation. Evidence of this is found in initiatives like the Homelessness Reduction Act (HRA) introduced by the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (DLUHC), rebranded from the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government in 2021 (Aldridge & Enevoldsen, 2021). Implemented in April 2018, The Homelessness Reduction Act prompts housing authorities to take reasonable steps to relieve homelessness for eligible applicants and to generally intervene earlier to prevent homelessness (Wilson & Barton, 2018). The HRA features three main aims, which are to prevent more people from becoming homeless by identifying at-risk individuals, to intervene earlier and rapidly when a homelessness crisis and to help more people recover from homelessness by getting them back on their feet into independence.
Luton town has some effective interventions aimed at addressing crime within the community, one of them being the Luton Community Safety Partnerships (Higgins, Hales & Chapman, 2017). Members of the national police force have also been increasingly deployed to Luton compared to other boroughs in the UK, thus helping to quell violent and troublesome incidents experienced in the recent past. Furthermore, the national government was set to disburse £300,000 to address anti-social behavior that is rife within the borough.
Recommendations for adapting these approaches to suit an increasingly more digital world
While the non-governmental efforts to address homelessness get a lot of attention on conventional media and social media platforms, there is little awareness raised on the governmental efforts. The government can increase awareness on homeless relief programs by launching social media pages that specifically publicize homelessness prevention and rehabilitation programs, to engage the public to suggest homeless communities that can be helped. The government can also use mainstream media to publicize changes to legislation, formation of committees and the availability of funds aimed at homeless communities, providing contacts through which involved personnel can be directly reached, and detailing eligibility requirements.
Conclusion
Crime and homelessness continue to be a social challenge in the UK and even more, in Luton borough. There are some governmental and non-governmental organizations that have been created to help citizens of Luton town to overcome both homelessness and crime which have become rampant in the region. Many efforts in the UK have sought to raise awareness on the issue and have made significant attempts to improve the welfare and quality of life of homeless individuals. Both governmental efforts and non-governmental efforts exist in the UK, such as the Homelessness Reduction Act and HOPE worldwide respectively. Projects like the Luton Community Safety Partnership have helped to intensify crime prevention efforts and to decrease the number of residents involved in criminal activity. This research has highlighted the need for future research on how to engage the general public in efforts aimed at reducing crime and homelessness.
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