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[bookmark: _GoBack]Comparing Swansea and Wales in their attempts to reduce Homelessness
The aim of this essay is to improve awareness of homelessness in Wales by focussing on the wider implications of homelessness from a community to a national scale. Individuals are considered homeless if they are unable to have a roof over their head and are living on the streets in doorways or alleyways. People are also considered to be homeless if they are relying on family or friends to house them from night to night or if they are spending all their time in temporary accommodation such as in bed and breakfasts (Hopper, 2010). Community is most commonly said to be a group of people in which are linked by their social ties, share common interests and engage in a joint action in geographical locations (MacQueen et al, 2011). This essay will aim to help improve awareness of homelessness in Wales by providing a comparison of issues faced between the community of Swansea and a national scale of Wales. It will also give recommendations for the future of helping to diminish homelessness.
There are many different reasons why an individual may become homeless. The Salvation Army (2018) says that the main causes for a person to become homeless are poverty, unemployment, lack of affordable housing, poor physical or mental health, drug and alcohol abuse, gambling, family and relationship breakdown, domestic violence and physical or sexual abuse. According to the Home Office (2015) in 2015 alcohol misuse in Wales was one of the main causes of people becoming homeless, contributing between 30 and 40% of homeless. Furthermore, it was reported 60% of individuals that are homeless drink alcohol to harmful levels and 40% of homeless alcohol users believe that a lack of stable housing is a barrier to their recovery. Finally, drug and alcohol abuse are the most common causes of death within the homelessness community with a third of deaths being down to drugs and alcohol. These statistics show that almost half of the people that are homeless is Wales have become homeless due to alcohol misuse, however, there are several people that turn to alcohol misuse because of being homeless.
In 2017 the Wallach’s Rough Sleepers Intervention Team collected data over a 13-week period in order to gain a comparison of the year previous. This data found that in Swansea there had been an increase of rough sleepers by 21%, during this time the mean number of individual sleeping rough was between 12 and 27 people per day with 77% of these people being male and 46% being aged between 36 and 50 years old (Griffiths, 2017). However, on a national scale throughout Wales a national rough sleeper count report found that during a two-week period in October 2017 there was estimated to be 345 individuals sleeping rough which was an increase of 10% compared to the year before (Home Office, 2018). This report also found that between the time of 10pm on the 9th and 5am on the 10th November 2017 188 individuals were seen sleeping rough across Wales which was an increase of a third in comparison to the previous year (Home Office, 2018). 
[bookmark: _Hlk532225347]Within communities such as Swansea there can be a social stigma surrounding being homeless. Society tends to look towards the reasoning for people being homeless being their own fault, however, society does not look at the reason that may be out of that individuals control and therefore homeless individuals end up being victimised, stereotyped, separated, loss of status and discriminated against (Belcher & DeForge, 2012). There is a public perception that the people that live without homes do not have any responsibilities and that they choose to be homeless (Turnbull et al, 2007). This stigma created by the community is usually down to people feeling threatened by another group and therefore categorise homeless people as not having any use or playing no functional part in their society as they do not actively work or support the system (Belcher & DeForge, 2012). Due to this stigma surrounding homelessness, people tend to avoid walking or going to areas where they know that homeless people may be. Individuals also avoid giving any spare change to homeless people due to the thought that they may just use it to buy drugs, alcohol or tobacco (Wilson, 2016). This stigma is applicable on a national scale as well as on a local community scale.
Alongside dealing with social stigma, homeless people also deal with enormous health inequalities such as a shorter life expectancy, higher morbidity as well as a greater use of hospital services (Stafford & Wood, 2017). In 2013 Cymorth Cymru released a report titled ‘health matters’ which within it states that in Wales there are many barriers preventing homeless people from being provided with the healthcare that they need (Cymorth Cymru, 2017). The most common reason being that the person could not get an appointment with regards to physical health issues and with regard to mental health issues the most common barrier was being on a waiting list (Cymorth Cymru, 2017). Due to having to be on waiting lists for mental health services this can cause peoples conditions to deteriorate and therefore may be homeless for longer due to not being able to access the services that they need. 
With regards to attempting to reduce homelessness in Swansea, Swansea Council have released a ‘Homelessness Strategy Action Plan 2018-2022’ which intends to put into place a large number actions such as improving housing advice on-line, develop an education programme of housing and homeless issues, work with partners to address needs for increased advice on housing benefits, develop a housing first approach to support homeless people with complex needs, improving support and advice for private landlords with regards to affordable accommodation, improving access to substance misuse and mental health support for he homeless and to carry out a study to look at developing a holistic “solutions centre” for services for rough sleepers (Swansea Council, 2018). These goals will also be monitored on a regular basis to ensure that progress is being made in all these areas (Swansea Council, 2018). In Swansea there is a string of Direct access hostels in different locations that will provide accommodations to single homeless people as well as providing the with support workers who can help them find permanent accommodation (Swansea Council, 2017). 
In comparison, Wales as a whole have many charities that work in order to help homeless people or people living on the streets, including The Wallich, Llamau, Shelter Cymru, Crisis and Emmaus. Most of these charities are chain charities which run and operate all throughout Wales. 
Government legislation (The Housing (Wales) Act 2014) has been implemented in order to amend the Leasehold Reform, Housing and Urban Development Act 1993. The Housing (Wales) Act 2014 is an improved piece of legislation which aims to provide regulation for private rented housing, reform the law relating to homelessness, provide assessments and accommodation needs for gypsies and travellers where authorities have to meet those needs, make provision about the standards of housing provided by local authorities, abolish housing revenue account subsidy, allow fully mutual housing associations to grant assured tenancies and make provision about council tax payable for empty dwellings and for other housing purposes. With regards to the success of his legislation it is deemed unsuccessful as homelessness and rough sleeping in Wales is on the rise and in 2018 the Welsh Government released a report evaluating the implementation of this legislation which said that out of 87 people whose housing could be verified only 50 had been successfully rehoused, 21 people remained in insecure housing six months after they had presented as being homeless and 9 people remained sleeping on the streets (Ahmed et al, 2018). Government legislation (Homelessness Act 2002) requires local housing authorities to take a strategic approach in order to tackle homelessness, improves the protection to individuals who are homeless but not at their own fault, strengthening the duties owed to homeless people, removing limitations on how authorities can assist the homeless and making amendments to provisions relating to the allocation of social housing accommodation. 
In conclusion homelessness in Wales is rising and even though certain legislation has been put in place in order to reduce homelessness in Wales it is evidently still on the rise, which shows that more needs to be done. Both Swansea and Wales have high homelessness statistics which means that Wales as a whole needs to be doing more to bring these numbers down. With regards to recommendations on how Swansea and Wales can try and diminish homelessness in Wales, one of the main reasons why people become homeless in Wales is because of drug and alcohol abuse. To overcome this an improved system needs to be implemented that will help tackle these issues before it develops into homelessness. Another recommendation that both Swansea and Wales could do to help homelessness is to create an up to date policy regarding the prevention of this issue. As the continuing rise of homelessness shows the unsuccessful attempts at combating the issue from current policies shows the need for updated procedures. Lastly, Wales needs to make services more accessible for the homeless so that they can get the medical attention and mental health support that they need. Continued mental health support may help homeless people get off living on the street quicker and will have less chance of their condition deteriorating.
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