From the point of view of your chosen academic approach, is it meaningful to speak of human progress through the ages? Is there a useful distinction to be made regarding technological, cultural and moral progress?
Introduction 
Colonialism caused irreversible changes to the African continent (Rodney, 1973). It has created a lasting impact on the continent’s political, economic and social structures which continue to influence its post-colonial development. European powers, exploited Africa’s natural resources and labour to fuel their economic growth, driven by imperial ambition (Heldring and Robinson, 2012). Simultaneously, this suppressed indigenous cultures and political autonomy which has left post-colonial African states’ economies dependant on external forces. Furthermore, political institutions in post-colonial Africa have become a product of oppressive and hierarchical colonial systems implemented by colonial powers. The Marxist view of colonialism examines Africa’s development through the lens that colonialism brought both benefits and detriments to the continent. This is because colonialism brought the African continent closer to capitalism (Heldring and Robinson, 2012, p.1). Recently, this perspective has been criticized, as it acknowledges both positive and negative colonial impacts on Africa's development or underdevelopment. Therefore, Rodney (1973) argues that colonialism was fundamentally exploitative and oppressive, so any benefits received through colonialism were small when compared to the stunted potential of Africa’s colonialism caused. Furthermore, the legacy of colonialism is still prevalent when looking at the impacts of economic exploitation, cultural and social oppression and political instability throughout post-colonial African states. 	 
Economic exploitation 
	Colonialism in Africa has had a direct impact on the continent’s economic development (Rodney, 1973). Colonial powers used African colonies as sources of raw material and cheap labour to export capital from the continent which aided European development (Heldring and Robinson, 2012). For example, goldmines in African colonies produced huge profits for British capital (Lenin, 1916). However, commodified natural resources were not used to develop African colonies. Instead, colonialism created a dependant relationship between the colonisers and the colonised. Colonisers relied on African colonies to produce capital through natural resources to fuel industrialisation in their own country (Heldring and Robinson, 2012). Colonies relied on colonisers to tether them to foreign markets which allowed for international trade (Rodney, 1973). It is this dependency which left many post-colonial African states struggling to break away from colonial legacies of exploitation. 
	From a Marxist perspective, imperialism is seen as a force which dragged African colonies towards capitalist economic structures (Heldring and Robinson, 2012, p.1). This creates a Eurocentric view that colonialism brought benefits to African colonies, promoting the view that European values should become universal and imposed on others (Memmi, 1974, p.60). However, this perspective has become increasingly questioned as the intentions behind colonialism and its overall impact on Africa’s development are being discussed (Heldring and Robinson, 2012, p.1). Memmi (1974, p.131) also looks at Eurocentrism as a catalyst of colonialism by arguing that Eurocentrism was vital within the colonial system for the coloniser to feel justified in their oppression of colonised people. This could explain why, early Marxists believed accelerated capitalist progress in Africa due to colonialisation benefited the continent’s development. Whereas, a more modern interpretation views this as a system of exploitation rather than progressive development within the colonies (Heldring and Robinson, 2012). 
	Lenin (1916) viewed imperialism as an inevitable consequence of capitalism which led to colonisation of Africa to meet the economic needs of capitalist states. According to Lenin (1916), as capitalist economies expanded, they encountered limits within their domestic markets. Therefore, to maintain economic growth they were forced to search for an expansion. This search led to the introduction of imperialism. European colonial powers aimed to exploit Africa’s natural resources and labour to benefit their own economic development (Rodney, 1973). Lenin (1916) proposes economic drive is what sparked colonial rule in Africa as European states sought to conquer resource rich areas of land from which they could gather and export capital. 
	To aid resource extraction during the colonial period, infrastructure was rapidly developed by colonial powers on the African continent such as railways and roads as a direct result of European exploitation (Rodney, 1973, p.259) These contributed to the expansion of agriculture and mining exports from African colonies as new technologies increased efficiency and scale of production to aid European interests. For example, the length of railways in African colonies grew from 82,000 kilometres to 210,000 kilometres between 1890 and 1913 (Lenin, 1916). In post-colonial Africa, infrastructure left behind by colonial powers facilities trade and access into global markets in a way which may have been difficult without colonialisation. On the other hand, Heldring and Robinson (2012, p.4) question whether technological advancements would have been introduced into Africa without colonisation. It is possible that these advancements could have spread in alternative ways. For example, missionaries may have contributed to the spread of technological knowledge. This would have been a less exploitative way of Africa receiving the benefits of globalisation without having their natural resources depleted because of imperialist powers. Furthermore, colonising powers prioritised productive extraction of materials over lasting infrastructure and creating a skilled workforce (Mazrui, 1980). Therefore, the lack of enduring facilities left behind by colonising powers made it difficult to grow their economies and attract development (Mazrui, 1980). 
	It is impossible to know how African societies would have developed if they had not been colonised (Helring and Robinson, 2012, p.7). This makes it challenging to assess the positives and negatives of colonialism in Africa, as there is no alternative situation to draw comparisons from. However, in the post-colonial world, many African countries were poorer in 2008 than they were at the time of gaining their independence from colonial rulers (Heldring and Robinson, 2012, p.10). Therefore, although there was wealth generated from Africa’s natural resources by colonial powers, this was clearly not used to benefit the lives of those living in the colonies. Instead, the colonial legacy lives on in patterns of economic inequality which has had a lasting impact on Africa’s economic development. 
Cultural and Social impact 
	Fanon (1961, p.15) describes colonialism as not just a political and economic system of oppression but also one that dehumanized the African people by supressing their culture, identity and minds. European colonial powers imposed their own values, religion and structural hierarchies on African colonies (Fanon, 1961, p.15) which undermined indigenous ways of life in the colonies. This exploitation of social and cultural values reaffirmed class divisions and social inequalities perpetuated by colonising powers. 
	It could be argued that colonisers suppression of indigenous culture was a result of Eurocentrism. European colonisers viewed themselves as ‘civilised’ and expected African colonies to willingly adopt their way of life (Fanon, 1961). To facilitate this young Africans would be selected for education on European values. These youths would essentially be ‘whitewashed’ then sent back into the societies to disperse their knowledge (Fanon, 1961, p.7). This was to promote the narrative within African colonies that the colonisers relationship to the colonised was parental whereby the colonised people were being given the opportunity to learn from European colonisers (Fanon, 1961). 
	Eurocentrism promoted superiority among European colonising powers, leading them to believe that only they held knowledge capable of benefiting African colonies. As a result, potential knowledge or contributions from Africa, which may have benefitted the colonising powers, was disregarded. This was because within the colonial relationship the colonised were seen as inferior and primitive (Memmi, 1974, p.112). Colonisers denying Africans the opportunity to educate their own youth shows how colonialism involved direct appropriation of African social institutions to solidify European control of the colonies (Rodney, 1973, p.353). 
	Although some aspects of life in African colonies such as literacy, education and life expectancy improved under colonial rule (Heldring and Robinson, 2012, p.3), benefits varied throughout the colonies depending on the European colonising power in charge. Furthermore, inequalities within colonies rose under European rule. ‘Falling African incomes in conjunction with rising average incomes suggests there was a huge increase in inequality as the consequence of colonialism’ (Helring and Robinson, 2012, p.4). Therefore, although colonialism may have brought some benefits (Rodney, 1973, p.320) within some African colonies or smaller societies within the colonies, it is important not to overgeneralize the beneficial impact of colonisation which Rodney (1973) describes as inherently exploitative and oppressive.
Political instability 
	The impact of colonisation within the political realm was fast, African states lost their autonomy almost overnight (Rodney, 1973, p.354). Colonial powers, such as the French and Portuguese, often appointed their own local chiefs who were respected by the local communities to grant the illusion of autonomy to people living within the colonies. However, these appointed chiefs were severely restricted in their powers and could only operate within the narrow confines set by the colonisers (Rodney, 1973, p.355). Therefore, politics in African colonies were largely controlled by Western powers during the colonial period (Mazrui, 1980).
Colonial powers justified their rejecting previously established African political systems by claiming that the colonies required economic and social improvements that only the colonisers could provide (Fanon, 1961). As a result, colonisers promoting the narrative of economic concerns for the colonies became a strategic tool to warrant Western control. This allowed permitted colonisers to exploit African colonies under the guise of providing them with help. Therefore, development of self-sufficient governing within African colonies was avoided because the real focus was on promoting the success of economic prosperity for the colonisers which was achieved through colonisation (Fanon, 1961). This allowed colonialism to appear successful from a Eurocentric perspective whilst ignoring the direct impact Western prosperity was having on African colonies. 
Rodney (1973, p.35) stated that ‘not a single African state’ was set up to succeed by colonial rulers. This was because centralized and authoritarian systems of control established by colonial rulers within African colonies were not designed to support self-governance of the colonies by the colonies. Therefore, the rapid transition to independence left African nations unprepared to maintain stability due to the lack of appropriate style of governance and unexperienced leadership after decades of colonial rule. As a result, this created a power vacuum where military coups, dictatorships and political turmoil manifest in post-colonial African states because of colonial powers negligence in not leaving a strong enough political system to help African nations grow. 
	Mazrui (1980) argues that colonial powers took advantage of African economies to serve their own interests which contributed to political instability. Because colonialism focused on exportation of goods, this restricted African economies. This meant that after attaining independence, African economies were left reliant on exporting their natural resources such as minerals, agricultural products and timer (Mazrui, 1980). As a result, African nations were vulnerable to fluctuations in the global market making it difficult to achieve self-sufficiency and stability. 
	Another colonial legacy in African states was the drafting of artificial borders by colonial powers which divided people along ethnic and religious lines (Memmi, 1974). This contributed to rising tensions within new political institutions in African states in the post-colonial era (Memmi, 1974). As a result, it was difficult to establish strong political systems after gaining independence because there became a disconnect between local traditions and customs against government structures. Furthermore, leaders who assumed power after gaining independence where often products of colonial systems (Memmi, 1974). Therefore, oppressive and hierarchical systems were inherited from colonial rulers by the new leaders. This hindered the development of cohesive political systems (Mbembe, 2001) and contributed to rising tensions further in the early years of independence. 
Conclusion 
	Economic exploitation of the African colonies created a dependant relationship between the colonisers and the colonised (Heldring and Robinson, 2012). Lenin (1916) argued this dependency arose as capitalism expanded beyond the limitations of European domestic markets. As a result, for capitalism in Europe to continue growing, colonising powers were forced to seek out external opportunities for further economic expansion. This meant, capitalism in Europe drove imperialism and the colonisation of the African continent (Lenin, 1916). 
Marxism promotes that colonialism was a two-sided coin which provided benefits to both the colonisers and the colonised (Heldring and Robinson, 2012). The colonisers were able to expand their capitalist markets and the colonised were introduced to the capitalist economy (Heldring and Robinson, 2012, p.1). However, this creates a Eurocentric view which portrays capitalism as superior to any other economic system which may have developed within Africa had colonialism not disrupted its natural development. Therefore, it is perhaps an oversimplification to claim that capitalism in Africa has long-term benefits for the colonies. Especially when we consider African states’ continued reliance on external forces post-independence to sustain their economies.
	Colonial suppression of indigenous culture and identity within the colonies dehumanized African people (Fanon, 1961, p.15). This painted the picture that way of life within the colonies was inferior (Memmi, 1974, p.112) and required progression which only European colonisers could bring to Africa. This justified colonisers’ exploitation and oppression of African colonies under the pretence that they were breathing new life into the colonies and aiding the development of African culture. Part of the Marxist idea that colonisers were benefiting African colonies alongside themselves was showcased through improved literacy, education and life expectancy rates within the colonies (Heldring and Robinson, 2012, p.3). However, rising inequality throughout the African continent could be said to outweigh any benefits of colonialism (Heldring and Robinson, 2012, p.4). this is because rising inequality shows how the capitalist system was becoming embedded within the colonies leaving Africans further marginalised by colonial exploits. 
	Political instability in post-colonial Africa can be explained in two ways. Firstly, the initial colonisation of Africa meant that political autonomy within the colonies was lost almost overnight (Rodney, 1974, p.354). Colonisers rejected established political systems to promote Western control over the continent (Fanon, 1961). After gaining independence African states inherited weak political structures, therefore, were unable to foster political stability within newly independent states. Secondly, colonial legacy artificial borders drawn by colonisers across ethnic and religious lines (Memmi, 1974) created tensions in newly independent states. Moreover, new African leaders were products of the colonial system so inherited colonial oppressive and hierarchical ideologies (Memmi, 1974) which hindered the development of cohesive political systems (Mbembe, 2001). 
	Overall, colonialism not only exploited Africa’s resources but also left a lasting legacy of economic, cultural, and political challenges. These effects continue to shape Africa's post-colonial development, demonstrating the long-term consequences of colonial rule.
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