
Lecture 7: Apocalyptic Literature Worksheet

Definition of terms

1) Apocalypse – The final destruction of the world, seen in Biblical books such as Revelations.
2) Eschatology – The theology concerned with death, judgment and the final destiny of the soul and humankind.
3) Divine messenger – A being sent by God with a message, associated messengers include angels.
4) Book of Daniel – An account of the activities and visions of Daniel, a noble Jew during the exilic period, with God saving David and his friends from their enemies, and so he would do so again for Israel in the future. 

Task One: 
Please read, Anathea Portier-Young, “Jewish Apocalypse Literature as Resistance Literature” in The Oxford Handbook of Apocalypticism (ed. John J. Collins; Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014) Note that the link to the Handbook is on Moodle under Week 2. 

If you have any reflections on the article, please share them here:

I found the chapter to be both an interesting read but also a bit challenging, as it is written in a style and format that I have found to be similar to other readings which have a religious focus, which is a style I have not engaged with much prior to this module, but I am slowly becoming accustomed to the ways in which the readings are presented. There were a few points of interest I found within the chapter, with one thing being the authors definition of what resistance literature is – it aims to oppose, limit or reject hegemonic institutions, cosmologies, systems, strategies and acts of domination, which I think was written clearly and concisely, so I know what the author was stating for their argument for the chapter. One other thing I found interesting about the chapter was the link the author included, which was proposed by Samuel Eddy, in how resistance literature can be linked to the theologies of Kingship. As a student that studies ancient civilizations that have a string need to justify their kingship through the intervention of the gods (such as the pharaohs of Ancient Egypt), this was something interesting for me to see as the bases for Egyptian kingship lay in the divinity of the king as a son of a god, and in order to solidify his reign a king would sometimes have to invalidate the previous dynasty, by rewriting literature to show himself as favourable as opposed to the previous dynasties kings. 


Task Two: 
Please watch Prof. Christine Hayes, “Visions of the End: Daniel and Apocalyptic Literature”, YaleCourses published 3 Dec. 2012 (note that the part of the lecture I want you to focus on starts 23 minutes in) and answer the following questions:
Website Link: https://censamm.org/resources/online-resources/biblical-early-christianity-and-early-judaism/overviews-of-apocalypticism-in-early-judaism-and-early-christianity

a) What are the main features of Apocalyptic literature?
For the main features of apocalyptic literature, Hayes notes that it must include the following things :
The writings are pseudonymous, and attributed to important figures of the past such a Abraham and Enoch, and tend to feature a heavenly revelation by a divine messenger such as an angel, visions or dreams, with the message being highly symbolic, with bizarre symbolism usually depicting images of beats and monsters. Visions tend to be set out in a systematic chronology of past, present and future events in coded form that requires interpretation. The divine messenger is usually the one to give the visions, and also decodes them for the receiver. Apocalyptic literature also depicts things such as a series of events that are catastrophic, which are signs of a coming of the end, a final point in the march of history that has been laid out. Within this kind of text you also find motifs from ancient myths, with there being a division of the characters by their morality, split into 2 groups – the righteous, which is always a minority, and the wicked, which is always a majority. The righteous will be saved when judgement comes to pass, whilst the wicked will be destroyed. Later apocalyptic texts show a lot of Persian influence, such as the notion of duality (things such as light and dark, good and bad, life and death). Within this literature, God is seen as an enthroned king, who brings all of history to a crashing end, and demonstrates his sovereignty and confounds the wicked and establishes his role. Going back to mythological components, there is always a motif of a battle between God and primordial chaotic elements. All apocalyptic literature depicts a judgement, followed by everlasting life or punishment, depending on being righteous or wicked. In the Hebrew Bible life after death is not really seen until Daniel, as there is more emphasis placed on what you do in this life and your morality, but life after death it is also found within the Dead Sea Scrolls. Apocalyptic literature can be described as a literature of both despair and hope, a hope that God will intervene in human history and set everything right, with the hope lying in the future.

b) In addition to the lecture and any other research you come across, what is the main significance of the fourth beast in the Book of Daniel’s vision in Chapters 7-12? For those who have not read these parts of the Hebrew Bible before, here is a link to the NRSV online version: https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+7-12&version=NRSV 

To look at the significance of the fourth beast, I first noted what Hayes notes about a dream Nebuchadnezzar had that was decoded by Daniel, which involved a statue that had a different sections made out of different metals, gold, silver, bronze, iron and clay. The gold symbolized Babylon, the silver Media, the bronze Persia, the iron as Macedonian Greece, and the clay as the Hellenistic states that separated after the death of Alexander the Great, which include Ptolmeic Egypt and Seleucid Syria. The statue is destroyed by a stone that rises and covers the earth. Hayes, when speaking about Daniel chapters 7-12, notes that it is written fully apocalyptic, and mentions 4 beasts, a lion, a bear, a winged leopard and an ogre, which can be seen as Babylon, media, Persia and the small Hellenistic states like Egypt and Syria respectively. The significance of the ogre lies more in the significance of one of its horns, which is seen as Antiochus Epiphanes, and how his growing arrogance leads to much desecration of the Jews and the Jewish faith, as well as the desecration of the temple with an alter to Zeus. The ogre is used by the author as a literary veil to show Antiochus and his arrogance, and the other animals showing the beastly nature of the other kingdoms.  


c) Are there any apocalyptic images/sculptures of Daniel’s visions that you can find, which you find particularly striking?
[image: ]
For an apocalyptic image of Daniel’s visions, I found this image (from pinterest) which I found to be quite striking. The bold colours add to the ferociousness of the beasts, which is a good symbolism to show that they need to be seen as bold and visible, to be perceived as bad and to show that they must be overcome. 

For a later example of apocalyptic imagery in the New Testament, the Book of Revelation (around 90 CE), you can listen to listen to BBC Radio 4 In Our Time Religion: The Apocalypse, which provides great discussion and interaction between the guests (easy listen too!) Link is on Moodle  
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