

 














Reporting a crime is often seen as the first fundamental step toward seeking justice and attempting to ensure that the perpetrator is held accountable. Despite this the reality of many situations is far more complex as many victims of crimes would prefer to choose not to report their experiences to police. This point is further hammered home by studies that have shown that up to 60% of crimes go unreported, (Victim support NI, no date) whilst the majority of these crimes that are unreported are considered ‘minor crimes’ however there are still many serious crimes that go unreported for many reasons which this essay will seek to evaluate the multifaceted reasons as to why victims may prefer to stay silent.
One of the most prevalent reasons for avoiding reporting a crime is the fear of retaliation from the perpetrator. This main fear can stem from the power dynamic between the victim and the perpetrator, for example in an abuse relationship a victim may fear that their situation could get worse if they were to say or report anything, even after leaving these dangerous situations many victims say that there is still fear within them (Dinisman & Moroz, 2019). In many of these cases the victim is slowly alienated form family and friends and then emotionally and physically abused to the point of unconsciousness in extreme examples, these factors play a critical role in the fear of the victims and preventing them from speaking to somebody or talking to the police sadly after separation many women are not in the clear as 41% of women killed by a male partner/ former partner who were killed in the UK had taken steps to separate themselves from their significant others (femcide census,2020). However, this is not the only reason victims of crimes and in particular victims of domestic violence as other issues may play a significant reason in these victims speaking out. For example, as many victims are isolated, they may become financially dependent upon their abuser as they refuse to let them have a job or financial independence as the abuser aims to control everything in their victims’ lives leaving them unable to support themselves or their children (women’s aid,2023). Due to this many victims are afraid to speak out about the abuse they endure as they think they would be unable to take care of themselves or their children with the abuser’s financial support.
To build upon this many victims especially of domestic abuse are afraid to come forward because of the stigma that comes along with being a victim, many victims choose to endure the abuse in silence and put on a facade to the outside world because they may be ashamed that they have continued to be in an abusive relationship. Many victims fear the social judgement from other people no matter if they're suffering emotional/physical abuse or both (Patrick, 2019). These victims fear coming forward as reporting the perpetrators behaviour would include revealing personal and sometimes embarrassing details to the police and public, many victims may also fear being seen as a bad parent for staying with a violent partner if there are children in the household and some find it easier to rationalise staying with a bad partner if they deem themselves a good parent however this comes into question if the abuse is occurring in front of the children. The stigma can also lead to feelings of guilt, self-blame and a reluctance to tell others about the abuse let alone the authorities as victims may fear being judged or not believed which will only perpetuates their silence.
Furthermore, many victims of crime are reluctant to speak to the police and members of the justice system as they simply have a lack of faith and trust in said system, this lack of trust can come from many places within communities such as prior negative encounters, the fear of re living the trauma and the perceptions of systemic bias. Some of these fears are especially prevalent in ethnic minorities and undocumented immigrants who have to face the fear of facing discrimination from the justice system that has historically treated minorities poorly and who tend to be overrepresented amongst those accused offenders in the UK justice system (Machin, Bindler, Hjalmarsson & Rubio-Ramos, 2023). This prior perception of bias and the often-documented racism towards members of ethnic communities by the police of further drives a divide between the two groups further isolation victims of crime who have a distain for the police due to their past actions. Continuing from this many citizens may be reluctant to come forward and report a crime depending on their immigration status as victims who are undocumented may fear deportation or other potential immigration consequences if they were to come into contact with law enforcement. This does not stop at ethnic communities however as members of the LGBTQ+ communities also fear that their genders and sexual orientation may be discriminated against and they will not be able to get justice or be taken seriously. However, minorities are not the only communities losing faith in the police as due to their lack of resources and high crime areas lead to minor incidents being unable to be dealt with as the police simply don’t have the capacity to address these issues and even when these crimes are reported the likely hood of a suspect being charged are minimal with only 7.8% of crimes leading to a suspect being charged in March 2019 ( BBC, 2020). This inability of the police to their do their jobs only exacerbates the growing issues of distrust towards the police force from those in the public who prefer to not bother with the hassle of informing the police as many believe nothing will come of it. Moreover, many victims feel failed by the justice system even after they speak out and in some cases such as victims of domestic abuse they felt let down by the police and felt that they would take to long to take the appropriate action (Victim support, 2022). This is massively detrimental to the public opinion of the police within certain communities. Following on from this the lack of immediate action by the police will only further the distrust form the public towards the police and justice system as they are not protecting people or doing enough to help communities and the people within them, this concerning trend of unreported crimes seems inevitable to continue as people will continue to miss trust the justice system until there is a big change to regain the trust of the public.
[bookmark: _Int_he4l8HJt][bookmark: _Int_bveyqEz1]Continuing on from this many victims of crime are scared of going through the court system due to the issues that may come along with the process, one of the main issues that many victims is the re-traumatization of reliving the incident. This can be particularly challenging for victims of violent crimes or victims who experienced significant emotional damage (domestic abuse commissioner, 2021). Along with this many victims fear facing the perpetrator in court which can lead to many hurtful emotions and trauma, however in cases of domestic abuse the victim many not always be the only one affected in some cases the victim in some cases especially when children are involved a victim of domestic abuse may be unwilling to bring them into court and expose the kids to the details of the crime. Furthermore, many victims will be reluctant to go to court as they are reluctant to have personal details and experiences shared in such a public setting, this can lead many victims to feeling exposed and vulnerable especially if their safety or reputation is at risk. Following this line of thought many people are afraid of the court system sue to its intricate nature, victims grappling with this unfamiliar environment and legal procedures will struggle to understand (Keeling, 2015). These concerns are further exacerbated by the risk of secondary victimization through the treatment by legal professionals and the perceived lack of empathy towards victims by the justice system, this is especially true for vulnerable communities who may face barriers seeking assistance, language barriers, disabilities who may be left feeling isolated.
Another key reason that victims of crime are reluctant to report crimes to the police and go through the justice system is that they are simply unaware of what resources are available to support them throughout the process. Many victims have also found that they are left without updates on their cases, have no opportunity to produce a victim statement and some victims have stated that they have no idea where their cases are headed according to (Dearden, 2018). This research proves that the police ‘routinely’ fall short of the standard codes of practice and often leaving the victim feeling completely left out of the whole process and confused about what is going on in their case. Many victims who are also from multicultural backgrounds struggle when reporting crimes with the language barriers as if the victim in question is unable to understand the authorities, they will be unable to understand what services they have available to help them and their families. For individuals who do not speak English as a first language this can lead them feeling very frustrated, isolated and powerless when seeking the justice they deserve. Similarly to this many people from disabled communities with many inconsistencies in the treatment of victims depending on the nature of the crime they were reporting, where they live and the degree to which local police support service provision (Criminal justice inspectorates,2015). These factors further push to alienate the disabled community and make it harder for them to get the justice that they deserve.

In conclusion, the decision to report a crime is a complex and deeply personal one often influenced by a variety of factors that can range from fear and distrust of the police to the stigma and practical considerations, these factors often play a subconscious role in people's minds especially when it comes to reporting minor crimes as some people may view it as useless to report these crimes and go through the justice system. it is critical that these factors are recognised and addressed so that all victims will be supported and empowered by the justice system that is there to help them no matter what the crime is or what community the victim hails from. In order to change this cycle, there must be comprehensive efforts to improve the trust in the police and justice system, combat the social stigma and increase the accessibility to resources and support systems for victims. Only once we are able to fully understand these issues can we create a more supportive environment and a system that takes care of victims and serves justice for those who deserve it.
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