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What I used to think
I used to think that lessons needed to be memorable to make them...well,
memorable. This led to ‘The Swiss Roll Incident”: Bolton, Lancashire, 2014.

That year I taught delightful Year 7 class, and we had just come to the end of
our unit on fractions. We had covered all of the basics, and now it was time for
them to apply their newly acquired skills to some different contexts. Hence, I
set them the following problem to think about overnight:

Imagine you have 7 Swiss rolls, and you can stack them on top of each other. What
is the fewest number of cuts you must make to ensure 12 people get the exact same

amount of Swiss roll, and there is nothing left over?
That evening, whilst my students were pondering this tasty problem, I took a

trip to Tesco. £12.96 later (these were deluxe Swiss rolls, T will have you know),
I was tooled-up with all I needed for what was sure to be an amazing lesson.

And indeed it was.

Armed with a plastic knife and a bundle of paper towels, I set about presenting
a real-life, practical solution to the Swiss Roll problem. Cream and jam went
everywhere, and a particularly tasty looking quarter of a Swiss Roll was lost
forever to the dusty classroom floor. But in the end we had done it. Maths in
action, and the kids were loving it.

At the time of writing, these Year 7s are now in Year 11, and unfortunately
no longer teach them. However, I happened to see one of them in the corridor
the other day, and after exchanging a few pleasantries, I asked her how she was

getting on in maths:
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‘Not bad, sir, but it’s a bit boring.
‘What do you mean? Maths can never be boring!
‘Well, it’s alright, I guess, but we don’t do anything fun like that Swiss roll lesson

we did in Year 7.

¢ it :
Veronica, just out of interest, do you remember what that lesson was about?’

‘Swiss rolls!’

And there we have the problem.
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