Chapter 3 Research Methods 

Introduction 

The research question for this project is: “Explore the public’s perception of the vulnerability of victims of county lines”. Before conducting the research for this project, the following aims were created and addressed. The main aim was to gauge the public’s perception of how people become involved in county lines drug dealing and to test their understanding of the term. From conducting a review of the literature available around county lines dealing it was established that it was unclear if the public perceived people involved county lines as ‘true offenders’, or whether as suggested by the work of Reiss that there is an overlap between ‘true victims’ and ‘true offenders (Reiss, 1981). As a result of the overall project the aim is to shed some light on the topic and present information as to perhaps why people become involved in county lines drug dealing. This chapter will begin with a talking about how the research methods used to collate the data. Then how the data is collected and analysed. Lastly the limitation and potential problems that arose from conducting the research. 

Research strategies 

For this research project a questionnaire has been chosen to obtain data around the research topic. There are numerous reasons as to why this method has been chosen which will now be explained. The questionnaires consist of closed questions and a rating scale for respondents to choose a rating on the scale that reflects their opinion. This has allowed for ‘quantitative’ data to be collected. Quantitative research collects and analyses numerical data. Quantitative data allows for patters and averages to be found; the numerical data also allows for results to generalised to wider population (Goertzen, 2017). For answering the title question this method of data collection is essential and is the most effective way to achieve this. A questionnaire is also time efficient and frankly an inexpensive method compared to other methods of research (Hunter, 2012).  Another advantage to this method is the scalability. As this questionnaire has been created online it allows for it to be distributed digitally, also this has a level of anonymity which hopefully means that the results gathered will be the most genuine and the respondent’s answers will not be alerted by outside influences. There are other techniques available to achieve similar results such as in person interviews, and focus groups. The reason as to why a questionnaire has been selected over these methods are that time is a factor to achieve the same response rate for in person interactions would be much more time consuming. As they will have to be arranged and then carried out. Whereas the questionnaire allows for respondents to complete the questions online and do the questionnaire at a time that is convenient to them. The target sample size for this project is one hundred people, there is not intended respondent as the aim of this research is to get a generalised view of county lines drug dealing. 





Data collection 

As mentioned previously quantitative data was collated, the data received from the respondents was prepared firstly before analysis. Quantitative research is used to quantify attitudes and opinions which is an essential part of this project (Mohajan,2020). The data collected was checked for any missing data or answers and considerations were given for any outliers. Hawkins defined an outlier as any data set that deviates so much from the other data collected (1980). To analyse the data collected from the questionnaire, the software used to present the results is Google Data. This has allowed the results to be displayed in a range of graphs, tables, and charts. 


Limitation and potential problems 

The advantages of using quantitative data in this project have been explained, however, there are limitations to the use of this method. One being that the respondents to the questionnaire may not have answered the questions honestly, but this has been thought of. In order to combat respondents not answering truthfully their anonymity has been guaranteed in a hope that this will give the most honest and truest answers. Another potential problem is that respondents do not answer every question, in order to prevent this within the online form it is essential to answer all of the questions before submitting the form. This will prevent some people from not answering certain questions. Also, as the questionnaire is being present in an online format and not in person this could lead to certain questions being misinterpreted and not being answered in the manner they were intended. This has been considered and measures have been put in place to hopefully minimise the chance of this occurring. As such questions have been written with care and precision, but still some respondents could be confused by the question that is being asked and cannot seek clarification. Finally, the sample size for this research project could be considered to be on the smaller side. As the questionnaire will require respondents to answer voluntarily and there is always the chance that some people do not respond. This further limiting the number of respondents. As the main aim of this research is to gauge public opinion, by having a sample size too small this may lead to a result that is not indicative of the public. All these potential problems have been considered and measures are in place in order to minimise their impacts.
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