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In this assignment I was asked to prepare a suitable resource and explain how to use this resource to support identified aspects of ESDGC, Science and the wider curriculum following a trip to the National Botanical Gardens of Wales. In this essay I will discuss how the curriculum has evolved throughout history and also explain the importance of ESDGC in the new Donaldson curriculum and show how it can be incorporated into science and the wider curriculum.
Education in Wales has greatly evolved over history, especially the pedagogy of teaching. In the mid twentieth century education was segregated, and boys and girls were taught separately, girls and special needs pupils were discriminated against. Also, not everyone was able to access education, it was not until the 1944 Act when all children were entitled to free education. The ways of teaching have greatly changed, everyone is included, and cooperative teaching now takes place in classrooms which is a big part of learning today, students are able to learn in mixed ability groups and are rewarded as a group which creates a friendly, positive learning atmosphere. Also, with technology advancing teachers no longer just use a blackboard, textbook or whiteboard they are able to access tablets and laptops and create a virtual learning classroom introducing interactivity into the classroom which also encourages collaboration in lessons and allowing children to develop their resourcefulness helping to create new approaches to thinking and problem solving. 
Furthermore, there have been many changes in the curriculum. In the 1970’s there was no curriculum or timetables, education was very relaxed, teachers were given the freedom to choose what they wanted to teach whereas today teachers have to follow QTS standards and a well thought out curriculum. The National Curriculum was set up in 1988 through the Education Reform Act to ensure each child across the country was taught to the same standard and to make sure all lessons were covered, teachers could not just choose to teach a random topic anymore. This was to prevent children losing out on knowledge they needed, there was a big focus on core curriculum subjects; English, Maths and Science.
There were several lessons that many schools did not cover for example, in the past Welsh was discouraged from schools whereas nowadays it is an important part of the curriculum and Welsh culture is seen as something to be proud of throughout the education system, the curriculum helps children to understand their identity (Welsh Office, June 1989).  Wales has also set up The Cwricwlwm Cymreig to help make subjects more personal to children to prevent focusing on English history, remembering to bring everything a child is learning and relating it to where they live in Wales. Also, schools did not have to teach religious studies until The Education Act of 1996 when parents could opt out for their child to learn the subject whereas now with ESDGC and the new curriculum global awareness and learning about other cultures and religions is very important. With all the changes education in Wales has evolved with the new Donaldson curriculum and the use of ESDGC, Wales has managed to create a “curriculum for all and a curriculum for life” (Learning Wales, pg.14). 



The ‘Successful futures’ was created by Graham Donaldson and outlines why there was a need for a change in the curriculum. The new curriculum has been created because the old curriculum has become outdated and over complicated and does not take into account the modern world the children are growing up in. The curriculum has been adapted to provide real contexts for learning so that the information the children are learning will be relevant to them as they grow up, it aims to engage and motivate its learners by meeting their individual needs (Making the most of learning, 2008). The curriculum carries three cross curriculum responsibilities; literacy, numeracy and digital competence which are believed to be the foundations for success in life if they are incorporated into the six key principles, producing a curriculum that offers a range of opportunities and experiences and teaches children in a broad, balanced, inclusive way.
Moreover, the new curriculum has four purposes to enrich children’s education experience, the curriculum should create learners who are ambitious and capable who enjoy problem solving, interpret and evaluate data and learners that are able to understand and use digital technologies. The new curriculum is all about preparing learners for the modern world, preparing them with technology and developing critical thinking. The second purpose is to create enterprising, creative learners who like to contribute whether it be in a leading role or a team role, to encourage learners to express their ideas and emotions. The curriculum aims to produce healthy and confident individuals who will be valued members of society who understand different spiritual, ethical and moral beliefs and that understand the importance of a healthy lifestyle being healthy mentally and physically. Lastly, to grow learners into ethically, informed citizens who engage with modern issues, that respect the needs of others and can see the importance of planet sustainability and consider the impact of their actions on the world to make a change.
The six key principles offer a varied, exciting curriculum which will engage and motivate learners; expressive arts, health and wellbeing, humanities, languages, literacy and communication, mathematics and numeracy and science and technology.
Another big aspect of the Donaldson curriculum is the subject of ESDGC, Sustainable Development and Global Citizenships which is linked across the curriculum and is an attitude to be adopted into all schools as a way of life, it should be taught as a cross cutting theme (DCELLS,2008). It will teach children how to protect the planet for future generations and teach them their responsibilities of being a member of the world. This links with the new curriculum and preparing learners for the future by teaching them about choices and decisions creating learners that will grow up to be confident, informed citizens.
ESDGC stands for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenships, it has several definitions; according to Learning Wales it aims to give pupils at all ages the knowledge they need to understand their choices have an impact on the world (Learning Wales), it promotes children to have an awareness of the world which is a big part of the new Donaldson curriculum however, according to The World Education Centre ESDGC is about “the links between environment, economy and society and links between our own lives and the rest of the world” (The World Education Centre). 





ESDGC can be incorporated into the classroom and lessons by making sure learning objectives are shared with pupils and elements of ESDGC are noted in the aims and objectives. Also, during the plenary at the end of lessons teachers could discuss ESDGC with pupils to further their understanding. For ESDGC to be adopted into the curriculum and fully flourish in all schools it will need a whole school approach, learning through Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship will prepare learners for the challenges they will have to face in the future in an ever developing, adapting world. This approach will help the younger generation build skills to allow them to think critically and link ideas and concepts to help them develop their worldviews and help them to make informed decisions by using their knowledge they have of the world.
Children should be given a range of materials from different perspectives and be able to investigate and assess evidence becoming individual beings and learn to reason their perspective and to create their own opinion or view on the topic.
All ESDGC topics should be interlinked throughout the curriculum. In the foundation phase ESDGC should aim to promote co- operative play and experimental learning. Creative development should also play a big part in foundation phase focusing on enhancing children’s ability to express themselves and their creative ideas which can also improve their communication skills.
In my resource for Foundation phase the theme is ‘Minibeasts’ this topic enables learning throughout the curriculum about the natural environment which is one of the ESDGC topics. In the first lesson plan the focus is on ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ children are able to develop their knowledge and understanding of the world by exploring the environment and learning about the wonders of nature through insects. The children can develop their creativity by expressing themselves on the animation task (See Appendix D) and also improve their language, literacy and communication by retelling the story in their own words. (See Appendix B). The lesson plan also includes the literacy and numeracy framework, the maths activity develops the numeracy concept of symmetry in a creative way.
Additionally, in the second lesson plan for Foundation phase the ESDGC theme of natural environment is being taught by learning about habitats and learning about how insects adapt to their environments. Knowledge and understanding of the world is developed through ICT skills by the children researching their insects habitat. The children are also developing creatively by researching and developing their own ideas. Also, language, literacy and communication is being promoted by justifying their opinions when picking their habitats.
The third lesson for Foundation phase will take place after the trip, once the children have seen lots of minibeasts at the National Botanical gardens so that they can complete the creative development tasks of making their own minibeast. ESDGC will be promoted throughout the lesson by using recyclable materials which teaches the consumption and waste topic of ESDGC and choices and decisions by choosing which materials are better to use for the environment.
In Key Stage Two the ESDGC focus is on developing the skills they have learnt in Foundation phase further, helping them grow in independence to be able to view different perspectives and consider how their choices and decisions impact the world. In Key Stage two the topic I chose was ‘Bees and Pollination’, this topic will enable the children to develop their use of enquiry skills. The children will be able to plan, develop and reflect by learning about the topic in the classroom and then seeing bees and pollination taking place on the trip to the National Botanical Garden of Wales.

In the first lesson plan the focus is on plants this lesson would take place leading up to the school visit to the National Botanical Garden of Wales where the children will be able to see pollination taking place. In this lesson the focus is on Science and technology learning about plants to make sure the children have the knowledge they need before looking in depth at the topic of pollination to fully understand it. ESDGC is promoted throughout the lesson by learning about the natural environment by drawing the life cycle of a plant (See Appendix J) and planting seeds. Science and technology are being used to develop thinking and wider communication by recalling and summarising information. Language, literacy and communication is also incorporated into the lesson by the children expressing a personal response.
Moreover, in the second lesson plan for Key Stage Two the ESDGC theme of the natural environment by focusing on pollination will help develop language, literacy and communication by practicing writing from a different perspective (See Appendix N). The ESDGC theme of health will also be incorporated into this lesson by explaining the importance of exercise through a fun activity teaching how pollination works. This lesson covers health and wellbeing, expressive arts and language, literacy and communication, children will also be differentiated encouraging children to take part in all activities. This lesson will take place before the school visit so that children have knowledge of what they are going to see at the beehives located at the gardens.
In the third lesson for Key Stage Two the children will learn about the use of plants and how to present data, this lesson will take place after the trip to the botanical gardens as the children will use the data collected on the trip about plants and use the information to create bar charts and to understand how plants are used in everyday for example; through medicine. These activities will improve numeracy and mathematical development and also teaches humanities through the use of plants in history.
To conclude, ESDGC in the new curriculum is crucial in developing global awareness in young learners and helping them prepare for the challenges they may face in the future by creating a curriculum with more context and relevance for them and incorporating ESDGC themes in all lessons by varying lessons and using creative activities to develop children’s skills. This will create an exciting, enjoyable learning experience for children of all ages teaching children knowledge by always relating the topic or theme back to Wales enriching children’s education experience.
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