To determine which key social elements impact on a learner’s ability to access education it is imperative to know what key social elements are, what are the key social elements and how each one affects education if at all. The key social elements are a list that includes but aren’t limited to; poverty, inequality and discrimination. Discrimination is the act of marginalising a group based on protected characteristics. The protected characteristics include but aren’t limited to; gender, disability and race. These three especially tend to affect a person’s access to work after education so it would make sense for these characteristics to affect their access to education. This essay will determine how these three amongst other characteristics affect the learner’s ability to access education.
The most obvious characteristic that would affect education is disability. Disability according to the equality act is “a physical or mental impairment” and “the impairment has a substantial and long-term adverse effect” (Gov, 2010). The most reoccurring cause of inequality in education relating to disability is the refusal to make reasonable changes. This would include refusing to add a lift for those wheelchair-bound or not adding a ramp for elevated entrances. The equality act makes it so that those with a disadvantage via disability is treated with equity. The most debated characteristic that has affected education is in relation to gender reassignment. This characteristic has been heavily debated since the debacle with Mr Sutcliffe in November of 2018 where Joshua Sutcliffe referred to a trans male student as a girl. A person who has the protected characteristic is “proposing to undergo, is undergoing or has undergone a process (…) of reassigning the person’s sex”(Gov, 2010) According to the Human Rights Watch (2001) the biggest problem in relation to gender reassignment and sexual orientation in America is “the teachers care about it more than the students” (HRW 2001) however it is also said that some of the teachers turn a blind eye to the students treatment however “if the comments were racial, the teachers would stop them” (HRW 2001). This is one of the many reasons the 2010 equality act was implemented. The characteristic with the most historical marginalisation is race. According to the equality act race includes; “colour”, “nationality” and “ethnic or national origins” (Gov, 2010). Racism is the most controversial of the types of discrimination of protected characteristics due to the amount of history of past discrimination that happened. A very common characteristic that is often discriminated against in universities is age.  This is most often due to the student being older than the lecturer and assuming that since they are older they know better. Another example is the medias constant description of millennials as “lazy, entitled narcissists” (Isa, 2018), however evidence shows that millennials are the most educated generation.
Discrimination is not the only key social element that affects education. “Education research has consistently found home background to be an important determinant of educational outcomes” (van der Berg, 2005). This shows that those from lower household incomes gain less of the benefits of having an education. There is also a link between poverty and motivation.
There are two types of poverty and both types have a different impact on education. Absolute poverty is rare in rich countries. Absolute poverty “hampers learning in developing countries through poor nutrition, health, home circumstances and parental education” (van der Berg, 2005). This means that due to poor nutrition the children in absolute poverty are unable to focus in lessons if they are even able to access education. Relative poverty is what is most common in developed countries. The most common problems in education where relative poverty are concerned are a lack of motivation and therefore they don’t get the full benefits of education. To combat the deficit of people in relative poverty achieving in education the government has implemented multiple schemes to help improve attainment. One such scheme is the flying start scheme. Flying start is a scheme that helps children under the age of four with their speech and education. However flying start ends at the age of four so there is no transition period that the children would benefit from when going into mainstream education.
Culture is another factor that could affect education. For example, a traveller would not benefit from education in the traditional sense as they would be constantly changing schools. A regular education system would not be of use to the travelling community due to this. Another example of culture affecting education are those who follow the Islamic faith. With the increase of Islamic extremists, the Islamic believers are discriminated against by those who believe that all Muslims are extremists. This affects their attainment in higher education due to bigoted comments made by those with polarized opinions. There is a lot of history of cultures that were attacked because of bigotry. One of the most famous was during the reign of the third Reich, Adolf Hitler. His attack on Judaism and other cultures prevented the children of those cultures to have access to education in the mainstream sense. 
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