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Infroduction : Materiality

« Archaeology materiality is to “explore relationship
between people and objects” Van der Veen, 2014)

« “material and non-human agency” (Knappett and
Malafouris,2008 and Gosden in 2005)

» Relationships, networks, meshwork instead of on the
individual agency of either person or object (Ingold

2007, Knappett 2011 and Robb 2010)

 Humans and animals are featured prominently in
scholarship on materiality

 Whereas plant have been forgotten,

« “materiality of plants and their importance in all
aspects of human interactions.” (Van der Veen, 2014)




What do plants want ¢

Plants are an important resource for humans.
Van der Veen rejects the anthropocentric
viewpoint and asks what plant wante.

Plants want to reproduce!

Agency of plants and using non-human agency
of plants.

“historic relationship between people and
plants” (Van der Veen, 2014)

Co-evolution is a term used by Biologists but
archaeologist prefer terms like entanglement
and relationality




Embodiment - you are what you eat

“All food we eat is directly or indirectly derived
from plants.” (Van der Veen,2014)

Food ingested is embedded and incorporated
info the human body.

plants provide life.

Plants ingested substances in the body can
cause iliness.

chemical signatures from isotopes in bones used
by archaeologist

plants can have addictive and mind - altering
properties

categories of plants : nutritious, remedial,
psychoactive and toxic.




Emplantment : human have changed plants
physical make-up

plant selection and mutation in the process of
Crops.

mutual benefit between plants and humans.
DNA of plants.

“the material properties of the plants allow us to
unravel the complex interactions between plants,
climate and people.” (Van der Veen,2014)




Praxis: a way of life

Day to day engagement with plants (Ingold,
1993)

praxis : means routine/ ritual.

using farmers as example because they live
by the cycle of corps.

plants are farmers life.




Entfanglement: welbs of relationality

“Meshwork™ (Ingold) as a concept.
“Entanglement (Hodder) uses the term to
try and capture the fact that both plant
and humans are trapped in a relationship.
Harlons idea that crops are ‘artefacts’,
and humans are dependent on the crop.
Plants and humans are mutually
dependent.




Discussion



References

Bradley, R. 2004. “"Domestication, Sedentism, Property and Time: Materiality and the Beginnings of Agriculture in
Northern Europe.” In Rethinking Materiality: The Engagement of Mind with the Material World, edited by E.
II\DAeMorrois,rg. Gosden, and C. Renfrew, 107-15. Cambridge: McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research
onographs.
Fuller, D. Q., R. G. Allaby, and C. Stevens. 2010. “Domestication as Innovation: The Entanglement of Techniques,
Technology and Chance in the Domestication of Cereal Crops.” World Archaeology 42 (1): 13-28. Goodman, J.,
I;. E.ﬂLo(;/ejoy, and A. Sherratt, eds. 1995. Consuming Habits: Drugs in History and Anthropology. London:
outledge.
Gosden, C. 2004. "“Aesthetics, Inteligence and Emotions: Implications for Archaeology.” In Rethinking Materiality:
The Engagement of Mind with the Material World, edited by DeMarrais, Gosden, and Renfrew, 33-40.
Cambridge: McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research Monographes.
Gosden, C. 2005. “What Do Objects Want2"” Journal of Archaeological Method and Theory 12 (3): 193-211.
Harlan, J. R. 1992. Crops and Man. 2nd ed. Madison, WI: American Society of Agronomy and Crop Science
Society of America. Harris, O. J. T., and T. F. Sgrensen. 2010. “Rethinking Emotion and Material Culture.”
Archaeological Dialogues 17 (2): 145-63. Hastorf, C. A. 1998. “The Cultural Life of Early Domestic Plant Use.”
Antiquity 72: 773-82.
Head, L., J. Atchison, and A. Gates. 2012. Ingrained. A Human Bio-Geography of Wheat. Farnham: Ashgate.
Ingold, T. 1993. “The Temporality of Landscape.” World Archaeology 25 (2): 152-74.
Ingold, T. 19926. "Growing Plants and Raising Animals: An Anthropological Perspective on Domestication.” In The
Origins and Spread of Agriculture and Pastoralism in Eurasia, edited by D. R. Harris, 12-24. London: UCL Press.
Ingold, T. 2007. “Materials Against Materiality.” Archaeological Dialogues 14 (1): 1-16.
éOQI’] der Veen. 2014. The Materiality of Plants: Plant-People Entanglements. World Archaeology Vol. 46(5): 799-
1




