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Search Strategy Template for MA by literature review

Use this template to help plan your search strategy. You can map out your search strategy in whatever way works for you.
Some people like lists and so plan their search strategy out in a grid-box or table format. Some people are more visual and like to draw their strategy out using a mind-map approach (either on paper or using mind-mapping software). Some people use sticky notes or Trello or a spreadsheet. 
If it works for you then as long as it enables you to search systematically and thoroughly there's no need to change the way you work. 
If your search strategies are not very developed, the method you use doesn't lead to a good search, then consider using one of the other methods to see if changing your approach helps.
Remember: Keep this and include it in your Appendix in your dissertation (especially important if doing a literature review based dissertation). You can mention that you have completed one in your methodology section of your dissertation. 
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SEARCH STRATEGY FOR MA by LITERATURE REVIEW
Attach to Appendices

1. Define your topic. Write your research question below.
	






Now try brainstorming. In the blank box below write any words, phrases and authors that come to mind regarding your assignment. The words don’t have to be in any order:
e.g. drugs, alcohol, addiction, addictive behaviour, high, mind-altering substances, drug addiction, alcohol addiction, alcohol abuse, alcoholism, illegal substances, narcotics, drug rehabilitation, criminal activity, illegal behaviour, drug treatment, offenders, criminal acts, criminal offences, prison, prisoners, 



Group your terms together. Look at the most important idea in your assignment. Do you have more than one word for that idea (e.g. fruit or banana or orange)? Place the words in the 1st row of the grid below. Take the words you have thought of for the 2nd idea and write them in the 2nd row. If you have an additional idea, write this in the 3rd row


Pick out the main keywords from your question and identify alternatives such as synonyms, or subject specific words you have found. 


2. Consider alternative spellings and acronyms, as well as synonyms and antonyms. (expand this search if needed)
	Keyword 
	Keyword 
	Keyword 

	


	
	

	


	
	

	


	
	

	


	
	

	Alternative terminology (Remember to use wildcards and truncation to find alternative spellings and endings of words).

	


	
	

	


	
	



3. Combine your keywords using Boolean Operators. 
Boolean operators are words and symbols, such as AND or NOT, that let you expand or narrow your search parameters when using a database or search engine. When you search using these operators, it is known as a Boolean search.



· AND: Use this operator to narrow your search. It retrieves articles that mention both of the searched topics.
· OR: Employ this operator to broaden your search. It finds articles that mention either of the topics.
· NOT: Exclude specific terms or concepts using this operator.

	Note: The advanced settings in the databases will help you when you come to run these searches.










4. Choose suitable databases you have access to for your subject area and record below.
Note: You will need to search more than 1 to ensure a comprehensive search. 
	Database Name e.g. Academic Source Complete

	

	


	


	




5. Filters: Consider which filters could help limit your search.
	E.g. Date: Last 5 years, English language, peer reviewed articles, geographical location. Explain why these filters – this will be useful for your methodology section. 








6. You are now ready to run your search. Always save your searches and remember your search is not always linear!
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