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[bookmark: _Toc133421390]Introduction
An overview of this report is about the role of the magistrates and also the relevant discussions in the UK also describe the responsibilities of the magistrates and also related to the thesis statement and what are the closures of the courts and the characteristics of magistrates in the UK and these report also contains about the evidence of advantages and also disadvantages with the reformation. Thus the legal laws of the united kingdom are based on the common law system and these play a crucial role in the legal system, and then ensuring justice is delivered efficiently and fairly (Proquest, 2023). The parliamentary papers are the primary source for the UK and its colonies and also for the world and work as documents of the UK government for potential areas such as economic, social, foreign policy, and political. Let's discuss these topics with the best analysis.
[bookmark: _Toc133421391]Define the term magistrate.
The magistrate acts as a volunteer who hears the cases in the courts relating to their community and also magistrates hear the cases in the youth court, family court, criminal court, or both, and in every case usually three magistrates will hear. Thus magistrates are also called a (justice of the peace) while many of the decisions relating to the legal laws in the Uk are not present by the judges but are build by ordinary persons who have worked in all types of fields and have not relative connection related to the legal laws (Judiciary, 2022). Magistrates always sit in the magistrates' courts and deal with civil and criminal proceedings or the family courts and the individuals did not require any type of legal qualifications or any prior training to act as a magistrate while magistrates can appointed at the 18 and retired at the age of 75 and also there is a general expectation for the magistrates that they were able to sit at least for the five years before the retirement. Every year benches are electing one of the magistrates for the role of the bench chair.
[bookmark: _Toc133421392]Explain the discussion about magistrates in the UK.
The magistrates in the UK has been gradually undermined on by reform processes over the two decades and the recent government prepared the aim to modernize and also strengthen the functions through the best creation of the latest magisterial important responsibilities such as disposals of court and also the huge involvement with the initiative of the local justice while declining in the magistrates with the continuous programs of the court's closures are incongruous with the viability of magistracy (Jstor, 2023). While magistrates undertake mandatory training for developing the necessary skills and also the knowledge to sit in court and they get support in the courts from qualified justice advisers and also they guide them in the point of law and the relevant procedures.
The magistrates can analyze and appreciate different types of perspectives and also deal with others compassionately and show genuine thoughts and understanding towards their situation and their needs to be shown awareness and willingness for the key aspects of society issues (Gov, 2023). Magistrates work under the Uk's law commission because it is an independent statutory body that helps the law to keep under review and also recommends where it is needed the main perspective of the commission to ensure fair law, simple, modern, and also cost-effective as it is possible.
[bookmark: _Toc133421393]Explanation of the main responsibilities of the magistrates.
The role and responsibilities of magistrates are to listen to all the collected evidence very carefully in the respective courts and then follow the structures and meanwhile act as a decision maker process such as sentencing the guidelines in the relevant criminal cases and reach to fair decisions and also the powers of magistrates which allow them to impose a range of fines, community orders custody for up to 12 months. Thus magistrates get advice from the legal adviser who is sitting with them in the court. Let us analyze the few responsibilities of magistrates (Sentencingcouncil, 2023).
Making impartial, and fair decisions - Magistrates need to be absorbed in the huge amount of information and that needs to identify the relevant issues and must be able to form opinions that are impartial, and unbiased.
Appreciating and understanding of relevant perspective - Recognising and appreciating the magistrates according to the different perspectives, and also with others respectfully and with genuine understanding towards the situation.
[bookmark: _Toc133421394]Self-awareness and openness to learning - Magistrates must be open-minded, and can also be able to reflect and take guidelines from other's perspectives and as well as using efficient strategies while maintaining the person's well-being.



Thesis for UK’s magistrates.
The thesis started and also offers a structure that analyses the procedure of the magistrates through the analyzing of the historical part of the magistrates and also culminating in the transformation in the mid 19 century (Winn, 1986). Although the observational studies can describe the relative effects in the process of the interaction during the courtroom and thus they are unable to understand the justice of magistrates by the lack of due process and while magistracy creates the modern form in the lower court for summarising the justice in act of efficient method of punishable offenders with a disregard for the late process and the relevant arguments are for the form of justice which is administered in a lower court of the united kingdom and that reached both the two sections in the ruling class and in which magistracy forged.
[bookmark: _Toc133421395]Define magistrates court closures.
Sometimes magistrates are ordered to close the court and only a few people are allowed to enter the courtroom to take part in the cases and there are restrictions on what the prosecutor wants to tell about the discussion held in the court. Thus the courts' estated that in the UK has substantially changed since 2010 and the system of justice reform and well designed to decrease the need for attendance in the physical form. Reforms have been involved the closure process and also selling of the court buildings and also relocating the best services (Parliament, 2023). Let us analyze a closure process from 2010 to 2020.
Out of 320 courts, 164 magistrates courts were closed, almost 51%, the selling of courts building was raised by 223 million and also magistrates courts which are closed contained in 151 constituencies, and 2 courts are closed and contained in 13 constituencies.
[bookmark: _Toc133421396]Define the characteristics of magistrates.
Magistrates have to obtain a few characteristics that help in handling the severe situation relevant to the cases such as social awareness, good character, sound judgment, and more on (Chamberlain et al., 2021). Thus the good characteristics of the magistrates help in handling criminal proceedings cases, civil cases, family courts, and as well as youth courts. Most of the laws are enacted by the parliamentary system in the legislation form with the common law system and let us analyze the characteristics regarding the magistrates.
Social awareness - The magistrates should keep interest among the people and also adopt cultural experience and understanding the social issues and that improves the cases that are coming in the courts.
Good character - Magistrates should obtain good character because concerning the criminal case, the magistrates can handle the situation with their thoughts and show strong skills with good confidence.
Sound judgment - Magistrates have the best characteristics regarding judgment sound and also can work with others and have a willingness to consider advice. Thus with the help of sound judgment magistrates have the ability for logical thinking, arguments, and as well as reaching the decision (Machura, 2021).
[bookmark: _Toc133421397]Explanation of the advantages and disadvantages of magistrates.
It is the role of the magistrates in the courts to gain insight on a range of welfare issues and also enable them in relating to the tangible differencing community thus magistrates are working together and also get support from the legal advisors that ensure and always follow the procedure and as well as guidelines.
Advantages.
Representative community - community representative provides a cross-section for society and almost 53% of magistrates are women and which is compared to the judges who are 28% (Quizlet, 2023).
Local knowledge - the best advantage for the magistrates is to live or work where the courts are situated and this helps the magistrates about understanding the local crimes.
Saves people's money - Many of the magistrates are unpaid and magistrates courts act as a democratic level cost for replacing them with paid judges and the trial cost of a magistrates court is much cheaper. Almost 95% of criminal cases are conducted by the magistrates.
Disadvantage
Unrepresentative society - people with free time magistrates tend to the middle-aged and almost 50% of magistrates has been above the age of 60 but most of the defendants are coming under the age of 25 (Getrevising, 2023).
Police courts - according to the trends of the prosecution only 20% of defendants are found guilty compared to the 62% who were not guilty in the crown court.
Inconsistency in condemnation - according to the government report 20% of the burglars in Teesside were sent to the prisoners as compared to 41% in Birmingham.
[bookmark: _Toc133421398]Reformation of magistrates.
Magistrates truly cornerstone the justice system and not only that volunteers provide their skills and relevant expertise but defendants are sent to the court of the crown for receiving the custodial sentencing that is handed in the magistrate's court (Justice, 2013). The reforms for the justice of the criminal system and ensuring and use of maximum skills and their capability regarding the magistrates relating to the complex cases. While exploring new roles in relating to the magistrates is decreasing crime in the local places and engaging with the local community through their initiatives and reformation in the community of the magistrates.
[bookmark: _Toc133421399]Conclusion
The overall analysis of these reports is about the role of the magistrates in the relevant courts and relative significance discussion about the magistrates in the United Kingdom these study also contains the main responsibilities according to the magistrates and a thesis statement regarding the role of magistrates and impacts of courts closure by the magistrates and also what are the good characters and with advantages and as well as disadvantages in according to the justice by the magistrates and analysis of the reformation.
[bookmark: _Toc133421400]












References
Chamberlain, P., Keppel-Palmer, M., Reardon, S. and Smith, T., (2021). It is criminal: The state of magistrates’ court reporting in England and Wales. Journalism, 22(9), pp.2404-2420.
Getrevising (2023) Advantages and disadvantages of Magistrates (no date) Advantages and disadvantages table in A Level and IB Law. Available at: https://getrevising.co.uk/grids/advantages_and_disadvantages_of_magistrates_3 (Accessed: April 26, 2023).
Gov (2023) Law commission (no date) GOV.UK. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/law-commission#:~:text=The%20Law%20Commission%20is%20a,as%20cost%2Deffective%20as%20possible. (Accessed: April 26, 2023).
Jstor (2023) JSTOR (no date). Available at: https://www.jstor.org/stable/43829087 (Accessed: April 26, 2023).
Judiciary (2022) Magistrates Courts and Tribunals Judiciary. Available at: https://www.judiciary.uk/about-the-judiciary/who-are-the-judiciary/magistrates/ (Accessed: April 26, 2023).
Justice, M.of (2013) Damian Green: Reforming the role of Magistrates, GOV.UK. GOV.UK. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/damian-green-reforming-the-role-of-magistrates (Accessed: April 26, 2023).
Machura, S., (2021). “… and my right” ̶ The Magistrates’ Courts in England and Wales. In Juries, Lay Judges, and Mixed Courts: A Global Perspective (pp. 131-151). Cambridge University Press.
Parliament (2023) Constituency data: Magistrates' court closures - House of Commons Library (no date). Available at: https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/constituency-data-magistrates-court-closures/ (Accessed: April 26, 2023).
Proquest (2023) UK parliamentary papers - Proquest (no date). Available at: https://about.proquest.com/en/products-services/uk-parliamentary-papers/ (Accessed: April 26, 2023).
Quizlet (2023) Advantages/disadvantages magistrates flashcards | Quizlet (no date). Available at: https://quizlet.com/gb/567436171/advantages-disadvantages-magistrates-flash-cards/ (Accessed: April 26, 2023).
Sentencingcouncil (2023) Going to court (no date) Sentencing. Available at: https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/going-to-court/#:~:text=Magistrates%20have%20sentencing%20powers%20that,sentencing%20offences%20in%20magistrates'%20courts. (Accessed: April 26, 2023).
Winn, M. (1986) The structure and functions of the English Magistrates' Court: A study in historical sociology, WRAP. Available at: http://wrap.warwick.ac.uk/34804/ (Accessed: April 26, 2023).























2

image1.jpeg
Prifysgol Cymru
Y Drindod Dewi Sant

University of Wales
Trinity Saint David




