Clydach Community Council 
Clydach Community Council was established under the Local Government Act 1972 (LGA 1972) and replaced the previous system of parish councils. 
They serve the smallest area and are responsible for the most local of matters

Clydach Community Council is served by 16 Community Councillors who each represent individual wards. 

Councillors hold public office and adhere to a Code of Conduct. 
The council is funded by "precept" a sum collected with the council tax each year. 

The Community Council is the voice of the residents and has powers to represent its constituents on planning, well-being, and anything reasonable to make the area a better place to live, grow, work, and learn thus improving the quality of life in the community.

The Community Council help to make Clydach an attractive and safe place to live and work, by maintaining flower beds, hanging flags and Christmas trees, litter picking, installing Defibrillators plus a whole host of other things.
Clydach Community Council manages two community halls, a play area, and maintains plots of land throughout Clydach. 

Events
Every year, the council hosts numerous events. Any earnings from these events are put into a community fund and given back to the community in the form of grants to local organisations.
Events include: - Panto, Easter Egg Hunt, Summer Festival, Fireworks Display, Christmas Parade
Local found 
Organizations can apply for a grant of up to £300
[bookmark: _Hlk89710153]Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg Gellionnen used their £300 to purchase new mats for gymnastics. 
Senior Citizens Club purchased a new PA system
First Strike Martial Arts club has purchased new pads 

St. Mary's Church    Clydach Heritage Centre
St John Ambulance  Clydach FC

Covid 
Clydach Community Council coordinated support for vulnerable individuals or families 
Doing essential shopping, picking up medication and regular phone calls 
Volunteers were all DBS Checked
Every home in Clydach was informed there was help available via leaflets as well as social media and local health services

[bookmark: _Hlk89783945]They provide a list of local places that would deliver fresh produce and take away meals 
How to become a councillor
To become a councillor, you must have lived or worked within Clydach for the past 12 months, be prepared to attend council meetings
A willingness to work with others to improve Clydach
Councillors can receive an allowance of £150 per year
You apply via an online application form, if you are successful you are invited to an interview. 


Setting up a homework club 
To provide free access to online resources, printing, and photocopying. Volunteers to provide assistants. 

Homework club provides an environment for children to study, not every child has a home environment that is suitable for them to study 
Stacks e.g., sandwiches and drinks provided 
People there to talk to them as well as provide support for their studies
Universities can join forces with homework clubs which benefits students and the pupils, 
[bookmark: _Hlk89712307]Benefits for pupils
Improved exam results 
Increased confidence
Happier pupils, who enjoy their subject and school in general
Improvement in concentration and behaviour in younger pupils
A girl expected to get a ‘D’ in one of the GCSE subjects achieved an ‘A’
Benefits for volunteers
Volunteers become valued members of the community.
 They gain skills. 
Enhance their CV.
Gain confidence.

Clothes library 
Allowing people to borrow clothes for special occasions, like proms, weddings, and job interviews. 
This not only supports people on low incomes, reusing clothes reduces the impact of what we buy and are saving them from landfills. (ASTOUL, 2020).

Challenges
[bookmark: _Hlk89786007]I find a few things challenging, the lack of organisation, changing times at the last minute or giving you very short notice.
The lack of respect some councillors have for each other and an elderly gentleman that attends the meeting.
I believe that even though this is not a traditional counselling setting I can use my helping skill, by remaining non-judgemental and actively listening to others, this has been truly tested on several occasions. 
I am grateful that I have been given the opportunity to develop my projects as I believe they will really benefit the community. 
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