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An analysis and critical evaluation of the strategies, tactics and attack methods adopted by Al Qaeda.

Since 9/11 some argue that this fundamentally changed the world and resulted in ‘a more chaotic world’ opening to a new founding of terrorism. It is believed that since this major terrorist attack, that is known globally, there has been an increased focus on terrorism. Statistics state that since the attack by Al Qaeda there was a 60 percent higher chance that a country not suffering any conflict, were more likely to experience terrorism than they previously had before the 9/11 attacks occurred. The trends of terrorism highlight that from 2001 there was a dramatic rise in the number of attacks which continued to increase, from just under 2,000 attacks to over 14,000 by 2014. The trends also demonstrate that conflict countries were also seeing a significant surge from as little as 100 to over 3000 terrorist attacks between 2003 and 2012. As well as this, research indicates that preceding to the year 2002, a country where there was a high Muslim population, the less domestic terrorism would occur, however this trend has advertently gone in the opposite direction as the terrorist movements were generally taking place in Muslim populated countries. (Smith and Zeigler, 2017) 
This essay will analyse and critically evaluate the strategies, tactics and attack methods of Al Qaeda, whilst looking at the global responses and systematically analysing the challenges presented by cybercrime in modern society, as well as the government responses to the threats. Additionally, this essay will discuss radicalization, the media, and the recruitment training of the contemporary terrorist group Al Qaeda. 
There is not actually a global definition for Terrorism as no one can really agree on what terrorism actually is, however Richardson, 2006 stated that “a clear definition would allow for the global threat that terrorism poses to be more understood and help answer the question as to why people resort to terrorism and would provide clarity between terrorism and other forms of political evidence”. Louise Richardson believes that terrorism is a deliberate and violent act that targets civilians for ‘political purpose’. (Ward, 2018) Additionally, Richardson suggests that the legitimacy or the goals of the group should not be relevant when determining whether they are a terrorist group, they are not freedom fighters, a terrorist is a terrorist, not a guerrilla.(Bruce, 2013) Research suggests that terrorism is a form of political violence, therefore violence used for a political purpose, which is associated with the government, the State or politics, in order to obtain either a political change or to prevent a political change from occurring. What determines whether the political violence’s are a form of terrorism, are the distinctive characteristics such as targeting innocent victims to affect third party targets such as groups and organisations who intend to take actions that advance a political goal. (Yamamoto, 2017)
Al Qaeda was a broad-based militant Islamist organisation that was first founded in 1988 by Osama Bin Laden, Aymen Al-Zahwahiri and Dr Fadl in Peshwar, Pakistan. It was a logistical network to help support Muslims who were fighting in the Soviet Union during the war in Afghanistan.(Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2019) This was because in 1979 the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan, which Bin Laden viewed as an act of aggression so therefore began travelling to meet Afghan resistance leaders and raise funds for the resistance and support to the Muslims. (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2020) This terrorist group is seen as one of the most powerful terrorist organisations globally, it has been responsible for the most extreme attacks since it first began. (MMP, 2019) Bin Laden was a millionaire who invested his money into Sudan’s leader Turabi and other Islamist causes from Algeria to Afghanistan in 1991. (Wander, 2008) He began his network to prepare a plan of violence towards the threat of the United States dominance within the Muslim world. He publicly applauded acts of violence towards Americans. (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2020) In 1992 Al Qaeda made their first attack, an attempt to kill the servicemen of the United Sates who were on their way to Somalia. They set off a bomb at a hotel in Aden, where these troops were believed to have been staying, killing two Austrian tourists. Two Yemeni Muslims were later arrested. This would not necessarily be a successful attack as the death rate was not what they had aspired to achieve, and their aims and objectives were not made. (Frontline, 2002) However, although many believe that this was the first attack of Al Qaeda, there is also research to suggest otherwise. It is believed that the first attack off Al Qaeda took place in 1998 where car bombs were detonated outside the U.S embassies in several locations, including Tanzania and Nairobi. These bombings occurred on the anniversary of the U.S troops presence in Saudi Arabia. (MMP, 2019) Over 250 were killed and hundreds were injured. This demonstrates one of Al Qaeda’s aims of the terrorist attacks is to be revengeful towards the U.S for their involvement in the arrest and suspected torture of four members of Egyptian Islamic Jihad, which Osama Bin Laden had association and respect for. This attack led to major counter-terrorism operations throughout part of Africa. (Alvi, 2019) Before 2001, when the 9/11 attacks occurred and made history, its success rate was not what they wanted to achieve. The group was tainted with mostly failed attempts to fulfil its most long-term goal. The attacks demonstrated the power, capabilities, reach and audacity of the terrorist organisation. Since then Al Qaeda is a lot stronger, since leaving Afghanistan and moving to Pakistan in late 2001, it has a lot more numbers, it has a much more global reach than it previously did and a level of ideological sophistication and influence it lacked in 2001. (Farrall, 2011) Despite what they believed to be a successful attack killing thousands, it was partly a disaster for Al Qaeda as they lost their base to plan attacks, train fighters and maintain a high level of security. This had a negative impact on his funding, a hunt began for the affiliates of Al Qaeda, irreplaceable losses of members occurred, and eventually the death of Osama Bin Laden. (Bruggemann, 2016) He was killed in 2011 by U.S special forces after being the most wanted man in the world after the hunt began. (Gourdin, 2011)
Al Qaeda aims to get rid of the Western Influence within the Muslim world, this refers to countries such as: Britain, France, Spain, and countries with a similar geographical area. They also aim to destroy Israel as they do not follow the same ideas as the group or follow the Shariah Law. (MMP, 2019) This is the law that the Islamists follow as Shariah means ‘clear, well-trodden path to water’. It acts as a code of conduct for all aspects of a Muslim’s life. By not adhering to the faith it is seen as controversial issue that is punishable by death. This highlights why Al Qaeda want to destroy Israel as they do not follow this law. (BBC News, 2014) Additionally, Al Qaeda’s aims include constructing an Islamic state under the leadership of themselves from Spain to Indonesia governed solely by the Sharia law. (MMP, 2019) This highlights the ultimate goal is to put an end to the ‘apostate’ regimes within the Middle East and alternatively have ‘true’ Islamic governments. Al Qaeda believe that by targeting the United states would benefit and support their ideology by encouraging the United States to withdraw from the Muslim world that does not follow the appropriate beliefs of Al Qaeda and end the support given to Muslim organisations enabling Al Qaeda to attack these vulnerable countries. (Byman and Williams, 2015) Comparing Al Qaeda with ISIS it is evident that the Islamic State is far more successful in achieving its goals, they are seen as a much bigger threat than Al Qaeda. This could potentially be the reason as to why the two organisations do not associate themselves with one another as Al Qaeda is believed to be weaker and less dynamic and are more focused on attacking the Western countries and the United States. Additionally, the Islamic State disagrees with the Al Qaeda’s far enemy strategy and instead follows the ‘near enemy’ strategy. The far enemy is the non-Muslims so that of the Western society and near enemy is those closest to them, the apostates, the Muslims that do not follow the Shariah Law. To try and achieve the ideology of the Al Qaeda terrorist group they use propaganda to convince Muslims that Jihad is their responsibility and commitment as a Muslim to encourage them to adhere to Al Qaeda’s goals over their own. Al Qaeda’s objectives for their ideology is to use large scale, dramatic attacks such as the 9/11 attacks to get a global reach. (Byman, 2015) Al Qaeda believes that violence and terrorism will help bring a political change into society, it demonstrates that this is a motivation for terrorist group production. It is understood that terrorists would rather take the violent terrorist approach than use legal channels to express their views as there is lack of opportunity to express their political views, and democracy decreases the likelihood of achieving their political aims through a legal route so therefore terrorism seems like the only feasible way to get their message across. (Chenoweth, 2006)
One of the biggest challenges that Al Qaeda faced was raising money in order to operate. One of the ways in which they tackle this problem is by scamming banks. They do this by committing cybercrime, making fraudulent claims in order to receive a loan, it was found that during the Paris terrorist attacks, a jihadist who wanted to travel to Syria to join ISIS made a fraudulent loan application and received just over £10,000. Despite this, this is seen as a ‘medium risk’ and other actions they take are a lot more dangerous as this is the one of the least profitable ways of obtaining money as a terrorist group. ISIS also steal valuable antiques from Syria and Iraq and sells them in big international markets. Despite terrorism being an awful act in todays societies, there are people out there who actually support it and make donations on a global scale. Al Qaeda receive private donations from the Gulf and unfortunately act as though they are a part of the charity sector and obtain money through fundraisers posing as ‘Muslim Aid’. Al Qaeda look at other ways that are most profitable. From statistics it highlights that they attain a large quantity of money through kidnappings and retaining hostages, gaining £82.9 million between 2008 and 2015 and £43.8 million alone just in 2013. Despite Al Qaeda being successful in raising a substantial amount of money, ISIS only raised between £23 and £29.8 million in 2013. However, ISIS do have a slighter advantage over other terrorist groups as they have access to oil which enables them to make approximately £33 million every month, meaning they could raise nearly £400 million a year. Additionally, seen to be the most profitable for terrorist groups is taxation, earning ISIS nearly £600 million a year from businessmen and residential individuals in their region. Taxation is thought to be a terrorist’s group main source of income, by charging for taxes, rent on businesses, fines for breaking the laws and utility bills. (Williams-Grut, 2015)
Al Qaeda uses propaganda to inculcate Muslims into their ideologies and beliefs and persuade them that jihad is their obligation, and they must adopt Al Qaeda’s goals over their own. Additionally, media propaganda is used for recruitment and fundraising. They find that using the media is paramount for propaganda and recruitment, especially when they are in restrictive areas such as Saudi Arabia. Therefore, they use the internet to debrief, run operations and keep terrorists up to date with the current situation and any future prospects. They use the media to enable chat rooms to take place to ensure that their ideologies and beliefs are being made aware to other extremists as well as allow them to download any relevant resources they may require. (Rabasa et al., 2004) Not only do they use propaganda for recruitment purposes and to relay messages, but they use manipulative propaganda to gain an emotional reaction. Osama Bin Laden stated that he knew media manipulation was imported and one of the strongest methods. Bin Laden would express his successes, threats and messages to world leaders and citizens globally, through mass-media which includes all forms of communication such as newspapers, books, television, radio, and social media. (Lyons, 2013) Not only can Bin Laden spread messages but enables extremists to access pre-recorded videotapes, audiotapes, CD’s, DVDs and photographs.(Rabasa, 2006) It is a beneficial platform for Al Qaeda to use as it is cost effective, it is a successful strategy of inputting their ideas in to the global society and it s very cheap to run so does not cost them a lot to do so. By using the media to distribute his ideologies negatively impacts the government and the non-supporters of Al Qaeda, this is because when Al Qaeda does this he is manipulating the publics opinion and encouraging them to agree with his goals, therefore significantly increasing the chances of the younger generation being radicalized in to joining Al Qaeda’s organisation. Al Qaeda do anything they can to get media attention, one of their aims is to have a global reach. They upload pictures to social media to try and trigger a response, for example a photo was uploaded with the caption ‘Al Qaeda coming soon again in New York’. This is to cause fear in a city and make the public concerned that an attack is imminent. These are just scare tactics and an attempt to gain national coverage. In addition to this, Al Qaeda uses the media  to send videos of beheadings, of kidnapped victims and even videos of dead soldiers to the government in an attempt to demonstrate the lengths that they will go to, to get their political views heard and a change made. (Lyons, 2013) Extremists thrive on ‘oxygen of publicity’.
Al Qaeda uses a vast quantity of different types of tactics to meet their aims of their ideologies. These types of method attacks include suicide bombers, explosive devices, gun attacks, kidnapping, hijackings and many more. (MMP, 2019) Additionally, this terrorist organisation is believed to have used nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons. One of their tactics is to keep information a secret. Al Qaeda is very strict on how little information is given about new supporters and will not have a telephone. However, some of their tactics are different compared to ISIS, as they are known for using militants as ‘cannon fodder’, these are soldiers who are seen to have very little significance and therefore can be abandoned at war, therefore as a result neglecting human lives. Despite Bin Laden being assassinated in 2011 and Al-Zawahiri becoming the new leader the terrorist group has managed to maintain its productivity and effectiveness, with more than 20,000 members in Syria alone. One of Al Qaeda’s end goals is to become the leader of the global jihad, so therefore a tactic consists of opening another base in Central Asia to maintain its power. (Botobekov, 2018) Al Qaeda has attempted and successfully performed several assassinations, they do this in variety of ways one being suicide bombers. This is one of Al Qaeda’s most distinctive tactics that was used, for example in 2005 the London bombings in July and in Amman later that year in November where a number of suicide bombers, more than likely between two and five individuals are used, usually detonating the bombs at the same time. This is seen as a beneficial way for extremists as having several bombs in the same place causing a substantial amount of damage and considerably more casualties, additionally, generates fear between victims. (ADL, 2020) The Bali bombings were one of the biggest impacts Al Qaeda had made on the world leaving 202 people dead. When planning terrorist attacks, they are very rarely ‘off the cuff’ attacks, they are usually planned months even years in advance, but are more than not surprise attacks so nobody can prepare for it. This attack was one of these, planned 10 months prior to the incident. A lot of thought process goes into a terrorist attack, the preplanning, where, when, why, etc. Additionally, the extremists must look at how they are going to perform the attack, most likely with an improvised explosive device, so therefore there are a lot of people involved with different roles. One being constructing of the bombs, gathering the necessary chemicals to ensure it works effectively and efficiently. (BBC News, 2012) In addition to this, Al Qaeda used steganography where he put encrypted messages within images and emails so that the Intelligence authorities could not understand what messages he was sending to other extremists. (Lyons, 2013)
Since the 9/11 attacks, it left the world with life changing effects, and many things done today were not a thing before this global incident back in 2001, for one, you never had to take your shoes off when going through airport security. That is just an example of what is a norm today, along with full body scans, a pat down, was once never expected and sometimes you were allowed through without even having to show any identification. Security in airports is now a major priority to ensure the same situation never occurs. However, there are many dramatic impacts as a result of this catastrophic event, firstly, there is now on going wars, as the United States reacted and made an attack on Iraq which has been an ongoing issue ever since. As well as this, there has been a drastic rise in deportations of immigrants since 2002, even for committing low-level, non -violent crimes. Additionally, one of the other major changes was that the United States Intelligence widened their knowledge and ensured they increased their government supervision, by having phone and web surveillance. (Green, 2017) In the United Kingdom, The Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000, allows the government and authorities to use covert surveillance, including bugging buildings with audio recording, video surveillance, and enable them to intercept in private communications, such as phone calls and emails. (Gov.uk, 2000)
To conclude, it is evident that the acts of Al Qaeda has fundamentally changed the world, they have many strategies and tactics in place to ensure that their political views are heard and changed. Nineteen years on since their first major attack and they are still active in parts of the world. They have performed horrendous acts and taken the lives of many. Despite their devolution, especially since the death of Osama Bin Laden, they have adapted and evolved and are still seen as the main influencer by other terrorist forums. They have radicalised many individuals and raised a lot of funding for their terrorist organisation. They are clearly seen as a successful organisation to many and have maintained power particularly since the 9/11 attacks. This brought them into the global reach and gained them the national coverage that they desire. Their strategies and propaganda have proven effective and Al Qaeda as a group are very well knowledgeable in what they are doing and how they do it. ‘Al Qaeda is stronger today than it was in 9/11’. (Taylor, 2019) 
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