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5.4 Highways implications of development eg. required improvements to site access & adjacent highway, additional on-site & coach parking.

The site will be able to utilise existing roads surrounding the site with the possibility of a one-way road system around site at earlier stages, but throughout all stages of the project there should be a way of getting around site. As the current site is an existing carpark(s) there is a good access point on the current roundabout coming from a highway, with no low bridges HGV’s will be able to gain entry into site, the site however should use specific hours where HGV’s and deliveries can be made as residents will not want loud noise from large vehicles very early in the day or in the late afternoon. Another site entrance could be introduced at the southern side of the site closer to main roads. There is a through road which is used for access for the church located at the Northern side of the site. This needs to be maintained so a one road system could be introduced here using traffic management, I would also suggest widening the road to allow another point of access to the site and the possibility of a lay down area for materials on this tight space site. 
Site parking should not be a problem when the first phase is being built (South stage) as the site is currently a car park so this can be used in phases and moved around with the site set up if needed. But once the project moves into the second stage (Northern stage) the site parking will have to be moved off site as there will be little room for a parking area other than on built roads along the kerb line. Site parking offsite will have cost implications primarily paying for parking or organising with local bodies, and secondarily access to site is not as easy. This will affect programme as more time is spent getting on to site and in turn affect costs. 


5.6 Uses of surrounding development

Surrounding areas are taken up by primarily a retail area, with clothing, food and other types of shops. It is a town centre so primarily a retail, as we move further out from the site there are petrol stations, theatres, bus and train stations and merchants’ dealers. There is a main road running adjacent to the site which goes through the town centre and over a fly over towards Port Talbot bus station. Above shops are possibly apartments so a slightly residential area. North of the site is the current Port Talbot library. The street over from the row of shops is a job centre and some banks. All this being said there should be no cost implications.





5.7 Constraints on size/height & rights of way, covenants etc.

N/A. No low lying bridges to block access into site. The through road on the left hand side of the site needs to be worked, this will have to be approved by the local council prior to works commencing and any changes being made. 

5.10 Contractors site compound and access thereto 

The project should be worked in phases with the site compound and site parking located in one area of the site whilst the other side is being worked. Once there is no room for a cabin set up for a site compound, built buildings with no internal finishes should be used as a site compound for site office, canteen and toilets. Toilets and a washroom could still be possibly used in cabins outside of constructed areas. 

5.11 Party Wall Act - effect of proposal on adjacent properties

Other than slight alterations to roads which currently connect public roads to the existing car park there will be no affect on surrounding areas ground level infrastructure. Higher buildings than the existing row of shops will have an effect on the aesthetics of the area but will not affect in a negative way. The addition of the library in this area could increase the amount of traffic and possibly foot traffic in the area. If anything the affect on the surrounding properties will be positive as there is more chance of library users to use surrounding shops as they are closer to them after or before using the libraries services. 
In relation to the party wall act. Other than works on the development for this project and some alterations to roads on the left hand side, there should be no problems here in terms of affecting existing walls and structures. 
