
4. Does ‘Ought’ imply ‘Can"? 
 

(Suggestions: This is again a central Kantian theme, though perhaps a little less obvious in 
the ‘Groundwork’ than in Kant ’s other writings. I suggest starting with Roger White ’s paper 

referred to in footnote 8 above; and Richard M Hare ’s Freedom and Reason, chapter 4 (for 
details see previous essay comments). The book by John E. Hare is very largely on this topic. 
As often with essays in ethics, it will be important to have practical situations in mind where 

it would seem right or wrong to agree with the claim being discussed.) 
 


