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	Roman Legions are considered the most efficient warfare machine of the ancient world. Their bravery, skills, endurance and discipline are legendary.  Up until the invention of firearms more people died from the Roman Gladius than from any other weapon.[footnoteRef:2] The Roman intelligence service seems to be in the shadow compared to the army (in the literature it is mostly evaluated as of secondary  importance to Roman history's war efforts or as very inefficient.) In my dissertation I will take a closer look at whether the Roman Intelligence service's efficiency deserves equal fame as its army compartment, whether to the contrary the Roman intelligence was the "Achilles heel" of the army and the Roman Empire, or perhaps a structure which efficiency depended on factors out of its control, exactly the same as the army. [2:  Gabriel, R.A (2002) The Great Armies of Antiquity. Westport: Praeger. p.232] 

	As an introduction I will attempt to tackle the importance of the intelligence service in general and how it's presence or lack can afflict the country's efficiency in many fields. Moreover, sometimes the fate of the entire country lies in the hands of the intelligence service and Rome is perhaps no exception in that matter as I will discuss examples.
	The work will move from the beginnings of Roman history and move from one to another pivotal points where intelligence played a certain role or where we have any information about it. Each historical period will be supported with primary and secondary sources.
	The first chapter will tackle the methodology approach, historiography and literature review. As for the periods I will write about it is very important to consider the credibility of sources. The ancient writers especially need to the revised. To evaluate their reliability I will examine the writers: the period in which they write, their access to the information-was it second hand or primary-, how reliable are the sources they used, was their status or nationality affecting their judgment and how bias they are. The methodology of the work will base on comparing primary sources and how secondary sources evaluate them, comparing secondary sources, analysing their reliability and evaluating what sources are the most important and on which we can rely most. I plan to create statistics of Intelligence failures and successes in comparison to the army as well as their magnitude. A major theoretical challenge is whether one great success by the secret service should be understood to overshadow ten minor failures. Problems with comparison for the periods discussed are also challenging. Is it fair to compare the period where Intelligence almost does not exist or authorities are not interested in investing in it, with the one where structures exist and function well? The answer could simply be that each period is different and therefore should be revised separately. However to understand the essence of our problem, the Intelligence in the Republic period, we need to understand the periods before and after it and therefore the factors influencing the construction of Intelligence as cultural factors, personal experiences and beliefs or even luck, etc.
	The second part will spin around the time span of the republic and it will bring the first examples of the use of the intelligence service not only by Romans but also by its enemies or middle eastern Empires which already specialised in this field. This part will show Romans' lack of understanding or ignorance of the benefits of a good Intelligence service. This will be presented in their conflicts with Carthaginians who on the other hand appreciated the development of a  good intelligence network. The costly Punic Wars however made the Romans realise that strength of the sword is not everything and something needs to be done in the field of Intelligence. In this part Julius Cesar and his times will be the subject of research. From his and contemporary writings we know that it was a time for the first big changes in the Roman Intelligence. He was the commander who with great success used the intelligence to his own advantage. This part however will also show how it was the ignorance of Cesar in the day that led to his death -or perhaps more deeply how ignorance of just a piece of information-  had dramatic consequences for the history of the nation. 
	The next part will navigate in the time span of the Roman Empire from the reign of the first de facto emperor Augustus to its end in the 5th century. This part explains why Rome never or whether developed a centralized political and foreign intelligence service. Factors within the political system and culture will be the main focus in attempts to explain this. I will also discuss the usefulness and faultiness of the intelligence service in this period. This is the shortest chapter and in spite of discussing the time spam after the Republic it is important as a supporting part to the main topic. 
	 The last part will summarise Roman efforts in the field of Intelligence service and answer the questions, was Roman Intelligence efficient or not and why Rome's central government did or did not developed the state centralised foreign and political Intelligence as compared to some of its neighbours.  
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