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Introduction
The purpose of this assignment is to explore the benefits of storytelling and the developments in technology allowing stories to become a more immersive experience. There will also be an analyses of two storytelling technique videos.
Storytelling has played an integral role in education and culture in communities for as long as humans have been communicating with each other. While some have sat around a campfire and told stories of their ancestry, others have created markings on cave walls and buildings telling the stories of their time, long before books were created (Em, 2021). Storytelling has its place in society informing people of their histories and giving moral guidance to the listeners. For centuries people have told bedtime stories to their children, of fantasy lands and magical beings, building and encouraging a healthy imagination (Lisenbee and Ford, 2018).
With the digital advances made in the last few decades, children rely more upon computers, tablets, phones and the internet than ever before. Digital literacy is at an all time high and there are many different formats that can be used to create and tell stories using technology (Bandura and Mendez Leal, 2022).

Approaches to storytelling
Storytelling can be expressed in many different ways. The earliest stories are believed to originate in France and were orally told with cave drawings depicting the characters (National Geographic, No date). Oral storytelling can be the most effective as the individual can use hand gestures, and props, as well as intonation and different voices for each character. Encouraging the listener to be immersed into the story and use their own imagination to visualise and experience the story individually. Oral storytelling is usually told from memory and may have been passed down through the generations and includes the moral values of the culture in which it was first told. However, Heinemeyer (2018) explains in her article that although storytelling is a very good teaching and learning tool,  it is not as popular in classrooms as the children are encouraged to be “doing” something in order to learn, therefore it is seen to be a dying art.
Story reading is another form of storytelling. This is storytelling with the use of a book, or digital device, with written word being used. These stories can be just as exciting, with the author using descriptive words to build and set the scene in the listeners imagination. Many of these stories will have illustrations, helping with the descriptions used by the author, although this may lessen the use of the listeners imagination. A study conducted by Yabe et al (2018) found that children who were told stories had more brain activity while listening than children who were read stories from picture books, implying that a child uses more imagination without the pictures. However, as the use of technology progresses daily, the possibility of artificial intelligence one day telling stories to the children of the future is inevitable (Westlund, 2014).

Video Analysis
During the storytelling activities of the Three Little Pigs, the use of many language acquisition practices can be observed. Whilst reading from the book, the use of puppets encourages the children to engage and take part in the story telling. Many children will re-enact the story using these same puppets at a later time. The use of props has many benefits, as well as being visual aids for the children, puppets can also be physically held, and the children can feel the character and give them a voice and movement using the story and their own imagination. This strengthens Vygotskys (1978) sociocultural theory, in ensuring children learn from enabling adults and their social interactions.
Repetitive language is used during the story, “Little pig, little pig, let me come in”, “not by the hair on my chinny, chin, chin”. Kaufmann (2021) explains in his video that repetitive language helps improve connections in the brain and aides in the acquisition of language, speech and eventually reading and writing. While reading to the children they are seeing and hearing these words repeatedly strengthening the connections in their developing brains and enabling their learning.
While reading the story, holding the book was quite restrictive, especially when trying to use the puppets. Storytelling can be better from memory, although the imagery and seeing the text can be useful for the childrens learning. Creating the imagery with spoken words encourages the childs imagination and also helps with the atmosphere and feel of the story (Nursery.training, 2023). Using different voices for each character, changing your tone of voice while reading and your facial expressions also help with the feel of the story.
While reading a story to children, asking questions not only ensures the children are listening and interested, but also involves them in the story and ensures they understand what the story is telling them (Hibbin, 2016). In the videos many questions were asked to the children, including “where do pigs usually live?” the children reply, “on the farm” and that they have seen pigs before, the children are showing an interest in the subject matter of the book and are interested in seeing what happens to the three little pigs that do not live on the farm. Hibbin (2016) also explains that involving the children in the story makes them feel part of the story telling process.
Storytelling has many benefits for the developing minds of children. Children learn to listen to others, take turns in speaking and, dependant on the story, learn from the moral guidance. However, the main benefits of children listening to stories are the creation of their imagination and the structure of their language skills, oracy, read and written. Michelle Hao (2022) expresses in her video, that her imagination and creativity has increased due to reading graphic novels, and that she has been inspired to create her own characters and written stories. Hao (2022) also implies that storytelling can increase a childs social skills and makes children better at communicating and also makes them empathetic.
I found that while I was reading the stories from the book and from the screen, I much preferred the book as I had the use of props, although I did not read all of the text from the pages as I had remembered most of the story from when I was told the story myself, many years ago. 
I would prefer to tell a story without the use of the book as I enjoy using my hands when I talk or tell stories, and I find the book restricting to this. Using the screen was even more restrictive, as I felt I was not engaging with the children as much as I had to keep turning to press the button to turn the page on the screen.
Both storytelling and digital literacy have their benefits. While storytelling improves imagination (Hao, 2022), digital literacy, with its interactive possibilities, can encourage children who may not enjoy reading to become involved in storytelling and reading and writing their own stories (ICDL, 2023).


Conclusion
In conclusion, storytelling is a personal preference, but whichever form a story takes children who are told stories whether orally, through books or digitally, have a wide range of language, their imagination, empathy and creativity have increased, and they become better at communicating and also more sociable. With the digital and technological improvements being made, the dying art of storytelling may well one day be reformed and regenerated using the artificial intelligence and robotic possibilities of the future.
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